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Processed 
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The Fragmentation of Blackwell and the Erosion of 
its Green Spaces (1938-2018) 

Which document/modification does this 
representation relate to? 

Policies Map Modification Schedule * 

 
* Please provide the reference number (where 
applicable), for example MM1, PM1, MIN1 

 
Question 2 

PM 2 

 
What best describes the nature of your 
representation? 

 
Question 3 Legally Compliant and Sound 

Support 

 
Do you consider the Plan, incorporating the No 
proposed Modification is Sound? 

Question 4 
 

Please give details of why you consider the Darlington Local Plan, incorporating the proposed 
Modifications to which your representation relates, is not legally compliant or is unsound. Please be 

https://darlington-consult.objective.co.uk/file/5931180
https://darlington-consult.objective.co.uk/file/5931180
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as precise as possible. If you wish to support the Plan or comment on the Sustainability Appraisal 
Report Addendum/Habitats Regulations Screening please also use this box to set out your comments. 

Modification Ref PM2 
This submission is being made on behalf of the Parkland Heritage Network, incorporating 
Lovedarlotrees, Blackwell Action Group, Members of Friends of the Earth, Members of the Darlington 
and Teesdale Naturalists' Field Club, Darlington Youth Harriers 

All maps where relevant. 

The following Green Infrastructure Designations described in Policy ENV 3 have been added: 

Historic Routes 
Rural Gaps 
Parklands 

 
Reason: To provide greater clarity and ensure the policies map is effective. 

 
 

Support: POLICY ENV3 C) “Retaining and improving the special landscape, heritage and ecological 
qualities of urban and rural parklands at South Park, North Lodge Park, West Cemetery, Blackwell 
Grange, Rockcliffe Park, Middleton Hall, Walworth Castle, Redworth Hall, Hall Garth, Newbus Grange 
and Neasham Hall.” 

 
 

Support: The inclusion of Blackwell Grange: Boundary of the Blackwell Parkland along the built up 
area to the West and North: Grangeside Blackwell Lane, Upsall Drive and Grange Road). This gives 
a clear boundary of the Blackwell Parkland consistent with ‘Statement of 
Significance-Archaeo-Environment Report 2012 : SD65 Blackwell Grange Park Statement of Significance 
p10, and ‘Heritage Impact Assessment’. SD29 Heritage Impact Assessment Update (2020) P15 

 
 

Comment: Community support and Response Forms: 
 
 

The introduction of recording the boundaries of these Historic Parklands, Historic Routes and 
Rural Gaps on Borough’s Policies Maps is new to this Local Plan and a welcome addition and 
modification. 

 
The 11 Urban and Rural Parklands were recorded in the 1997 Local Plan and the adopted 
alterations of 2001, SD58 Borough of Darlington Local Plan (1997, including adopted alterations 
2001) Policy E9 “Adopted Local Plan Documents,”  and being included on the 2021 Policies 
Map is important. 

 
Recent well attended open air information gatherings of the community at Blackwell, (interest 
groups and residents), has been positive in the support of PM2 

 
The recording of Urban and Rural Parklands on the Policies Map 
The Policies associated with the protection of these historic and ecological sites and landscapes. 

 
 
 

PM2 : Parklands Protection of ENV 3 
The following seems to give clear picture of the scope of protection under Policy Env3 of the 
Local Plan: ie “Retaining and improving the special landscape" 
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This “Retaining and improving the special landscape, heritage and ecological qualities” may 
suggest a very robust and encouraging long-term protection for these special landscapes and 
Parklands. 

 
Observations: 
· Although the 11 Parklands were not previously shown on the Borough’s Maps, the Blackwell 
Parkland was recorded in history as parkland, as far back as the 1800’s and first appeared on 
the Greenwoods map of 1820. · “Blackwell Grange Park is shown with its fully planted circuit 
of trees and main drive to the house in Greenwood’s map 1820” App A Blackwell Grange Chronology 
page 8 

The Policy regarding protection of these Urban Parklands, their landscape and ecology has been 
described in the Council’s earlier Plans SD58 Borough of Darlington Local Plan (1997, including 
adopted alterations 2001) Policy E9 “Adopted Local Plan Documents.” 

 
Not Sound: Based on recommendations of SD65 Blackwell Grange Park Statement of Significance 
[p 4, “Zone 3 The Parkland” p 42 “Meets English Heritage Criteria”] 

Questions arise here specific to the 11 Rural and Urban Parklands in relation to the strength of policy 
of “Retaining and improving the special landscape, heritage and ecological qualities’” 

How fragile or robust is the historic boundary of an Urban Parkland against future development? 
 

One of the listed Parklands (Blackwell Grange) in the 2015 initial planning, was marked for 
housing development within these historic boundaries of PM2. How was this so, and how does 
this relate to the notion of '“Retaining and improving the special landscape, heritage and ecological 
qualities”? 

 
There was a recent boundary shift at Blackwell, lifting the boundary above the arable land of the 
site 403 (known as Blands Corner Triangle) in June 2021 [described in more detail below] 

 
PM2 :The rapid boundary change is an illustration of the fragility of an Urban Parkland boundary, 
and the protection of the “special landscape and ecological qualities” (PM2 and PM15) which 
recently was made in the de-designation of the adjacent/incorporated ‘Blands Corner Triangle.’ 
(Site 403) 

 
 

During the course of the June 2021 Hearings 3 changes were made to the Policies Maps which 
have resulted in PM2 and PM15 Modifications 

 
The Urban Parkland Boundary, and also within the boundary, the designations of Green Wedge, 
Local Wildlife Site (policy ENV 3) have been removed from Site 403 at Blackwell (the Bland’s 
Corner Triangle”). These changes were made to free up that part of the Blackwell Grange Parkland 
for housing development. 

 

This indicates a huge weakness in the 3 designations of protection. 

 
A sounder way incorporating PM2 

The Council is in a position to further protect this Historic aspect of the Borough and follow through 
the recommendations of the SD65. Statement of Significance 2012 

 
Designation as a Local Green Space would give the remainder of the Parkland an enhanced 
planning protection. Something worth noting for those ‘interest/friends groups’ of the other 10 
Urban Parklands in the Borough 
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The policy for Local Green Space is a national rather than a local policy. It overrides, and endures 
longer than, the local policies, which define most of a Local Plan. A Local Authority can only 
develop land within a Local Green Space in circumstances equivalent to those in which the 
Secretary of State would approve development within the Green Belt. 

 
Request for Assessment 

Following a request by the Inspector during the course of the June Hearings 2021, an assessment 
was made by the Principal Planning Officer 

 
An earlier submission to the Council had been rejected as being out of time; but through this 
request of the Inspector at the June Hearings, eventually the Council agreed to deal with it on 
its merits. 

 
The value of a Local Green Space designation lies in the National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF) which requires that local policy for managing development within a Local Green Space 
should be consistent with the policy for Green Belts (paras. 101: 103). 

 
The Council acknowledges in the Draft Local Plan that a Local Green Space has the status of 
Green Belt (ENV 6: para. 9.5.4). 

 
The Assessment 

On or about 7 October 2021, there appeared on the Local Green Space page of DBC’s Local 
Plan website, a spreadsheet containing an assessment made by the Principle Planning Officer, 
which recommended against designating the remainder of the Blackwell Grange Parkland as a 
Local Green Space. 

 
The sole ground given was that: “The site is already covered by a significant number of protective 
designations in the submitted local plan including Green Wedge … Local Wildlife Site and 
Parkland”. 

 
Yet these are precisely the designations that previously were attached to Site 403 and which the 
Council has demonstrated can be removed. The purported ground for recommending against 
Local Green Space begs the very question. Why? 

 
The Principle Planning Officer treated the other assessment criteria (on all of which the Blackwell 
Parkland scores highly) as “Not Applicable”. 

 
Follow up Meeting 

At a meeting we attended with the Leader of the Council and DBC’s Planning Officers on 27 
October 2021, the Leader of the Council seemed surprised and unaware that the existing 
designations had been removed from Site 403. 

 
It became apparent at the meeting on 27 October, that the Council’s Planning Officers either do 
not appreciate or do not accept that designation as a Local Green Space will afford the remainder 
of the Blackwell Grange Parkland a greater degree of protection from development, than the 
existing protective designations. 

 
The concern is that the Council will decline to make the designation because it wishes to develop 
some or all of the remainder of the Blackwell Grange Parkland at a future date 
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It is not otherwise easy to understand why they are recommending refusal, since the Council has 
already accepted that the Parkland is “designatable” (see SD65 Blackwell Grange Park Statement 
of Significance and SD29 Heritage Impact Assessment Update 2020). 

 
We await a final decision from Council on the Submission to designate the remainder of the 
Blackwell Grange Parkland as a Local Green Space, in order to prevent further erosion and loss 
of the open areas of Blackwell; (Link below) 
https://tinyurl.com/4emcvk4p 

 
The Process 

Logic would suggest that Council make the decision before the close of the Consultation Period 
on the Proposed Main Modifications to the Draft Local Plan and Changes to the Policies Map, 
so that any designation, if made, can be appropriately incorporated into the Plan. 

 
The concern is that the Council will decline to make the designation because it wishes to develop 
some or all of the remainder of the Blackwell Grange Parkland at a future date, and wants to 
retain flexibility to remove the existing protective designations in precisely the way it has already 
done in relation to Site 403. 

 
 
 

PM2 Soundnees (and PM15): Conclusion 
We, as co-ordinators of the campaigns for preservation of the Blackwell Grange Parkland, may have 
reluctantly seen the reason for Site 403 being sacrificed to housing development. This being on the 
understanding the remainder of the Parkland was given a high level of protection ie designated a Local 
Green Space. SD65 Blackwell Grange Park Statement of Significance [p 4, “Zone 3 The Parkland” p 
42 “Meets English Heritage Criteria”] 

 
 

Many in the Community do not now share this understanding. In addition to Council holding back 
on a decision, the NPPF: Revised July 2021, has also added greatly to this reluctance, soundness 
and justification of this decision 

 
In conclusion, whilst the proposed Changes to the Policies Map PM2 PM15 accurately reflect 
the Draft Local Plan as amended in the course of the Hearings, it is our submission that the 
amendments to the Plan which removed the designations of Green Wedge, Local Wildlife Site 
and Parkland Boundary within policy ENV3 from Site 403 have not been soundly justified. 

 
If they were properly made, ie if they are seen to be adequately justified, the self-same 
designations can just as easily be removed by the Council from the remainder of the Blackwell 
Grange Parkland, which will therefore remain as vulnerable as Site 403. 

 
 

Question 5 
 

Please set out what changes you consider necessary to make the Plan legally compliant or sound 
and why, thinking about what you identified in Question 4. It will be helpful if you are able to put 
forward your suggested revised wording or any policy or text. Please be as precise as possible. 

What changes to make the Plan Sound with Reference to PM2 
(i) With reference to POLICY associated with PM2 ie POLICY ENV3 C) 

For the Council to qualify and strengthen the wording relating to PM2 and Policy 

“Retaining and improving the special landscape, heritage and ecological qualities of urban and 
rural parklands . 



Powered by Objective Online 4.2 - page 6  

To look at the status of other special protection areas and consider offering a robust protection to 
Urban and Rural Parklands within the policy on MP2 giving a status nearer to that of: 

Registered village greens and common land: protected by the Commons Act 2006 
Registered Parks and Gardens. 
Local Green Spaces ENV6 9.5.4 
Green Belt NPPF para 101:103 

With special reference to: 

(i) Restrictions regarding the removal of, or changes to, an Urban or Rural Parkland Boundary 

(ii) The enduring of the boundary of Urban and Rural Parklands beyond the life of a Local Plan 

(iii) The Urban Parkland Boundary of the Blackwell Parkland being returned to that of June 2021 
encompassing 403. (this in view of MM 191 and the Revised NPPF July 2021. below) 

NPPF 2021: Chapter 2 sets out clearly that the environmental objective is toprotect, enhance and 
improve biodiversity. Wording is strengthened with thisrequirement to ‘protect and enhance’ and 
‘improve biodiversity’, not ‘contributeto’, ‘helping to improve’ biodiversity. 

Para 8c “An environmental objective– to protect and enhance our natural, builtand historic environment; 
making effective use of land, improving biodiversity,using natural resources prudently... and mitigating 
and adapting to climatechange ........... ” 

 
Add document 

 
If you wish to attach supporting files please do 
so here. 

The Fragmentation of Blackwell and the Erosion of 
its Green Spaces (1938-2018) 
The Fragmentation of Blackwell and the Erosion of 
its Green Spaces (1938-2018) 

https://darlington-consult.objective.co.uk/file/5931180
https://darlington-consult.objective.co.uk/file/5931180
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Office use only 
Ref No: DBCMod25 
 
Date Received: 21/12//21 
 
Date Acknowledged: 
21/12/21 

 
 

Darlington Local Plan 
Proposed Modifications Consultation  
   
Comments Form 

 
Thank you for your interest in the proposed modifications to the Local Plan and associated documents. Please 
complete the form in black ink or type. The main method for consultation responses to be submitted is via our 
online consultation portal http://darlington-consult.objective.co.uk/portal. We would recommend that if you have 
a lot to say you reply this way. If you need help filling in this form please contact the Planning Policy Team on 
01325 406724. 

 
All comments received will be acknowledged and passed on to the Inspector conducting the examination of the 
Darlington Local Plan. The Modif icat ions are proposed without prejudice to the Inspectors ’ f inal  
conc lusions of  the plan, which wil l  take into account al l  of the representat ions submitted in 
response to this consultat ion.  
You can view the Main Modifications, modifications to the Policies Map, Sustainability Appraisal of the modifications 
and the Habitats Regulations Assessment of the Modifications on the Council's website at 
https://darlington.objective.co.uk/portal/, or a paper copy of the documents can also be viewed at the Council 
Customer Contact Centre, or Darlington and Cockerton Libraries, during normal opening hours. 
 
Your Contact Details        Agent Contact Details (if applicable) 
Name: Mr Michael Green 

 
Organisation:  

Address:  

 

Postcode:  

Telephone:  

E-mail:  

      Name: Parkland Heritage Network 
 

        Organisation:    
 
       Address: 
 
 
      Postcode:  
 
         
      Telephone:  
 
       E-mail: 

If you have supplied an e-mail address, are you happy for it to be the main way that the Council contacts 
you about future consultations on planning policy documents? 

 
Yes No 

The contact name and a summary of all the comments made as part of this representation may be made available on the Council's 
website. In compliance with the General  Data Protect ion Regulat ions (GDPR) and the Data Protect ion Act  2018, the personal 
information you have provided will only be used by the Council for the purposes of preparing the Local Plan and associated documents. 

 

Thank you for your interest in the Local Plan. Please tick the following boxes so we know whether or not you 
wish to be contacted again about planning in Darlington: 

 

I wish to be notified of the progress of the Local Plan 

 
I wish to be consulted on other planning documents being prepared by the Council 
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Forms must be completed and returned to the council by 5pm on  

Tuesday 30th November 2021. 

 

Your comments on the Proposed Modifications to the Local Plan 
 

Question 1  
Which Document/Modification does this representation relate to?  
(Please tick one per comment and include modification number where appropriate) 

 
 

□ Main Modification Schedule        Reference number:    MM191________ 

□ Policies Map Modification Schedule        Reference number:    PM___________ 

□ Sustainability Appraisal Report Addendum    

□ Habitats Regulations Screening Assessment Report Addendum    

□ Minor Modifications Schedule        Reference number:  MIN____________ 
 

 
Question 2 
What best describes the nature of your representation? 
 
Support  Object X 

Please tick as appropriate 
 

Question 3 
Do you consider the Plan, incorporating the proposed Modification is: 
 

a) Legally compliant Yes  No  
b) Sound Yes  No X 

Please tick as appropriate 
 

Question 4 
Please give details of why you consider the Darlington Local Plan, incorporating the proposed Modifications to 
which your representation relates, is not legally compliant or is unsound.  Please be as precise as possible.  If 
you wish to support the Plan or comment on the Sustainability Appraisal Report Addendum/Habitats Regulations 
Screening please also use this box to set out your comments. 
 
 

MM 191   Site 403 – Blackwell Grange East 

Responding as Parkland Heritage Network on behalf of members of: Friends of the 
Earth, Lovedarlotrees, Blackwell Action Group, Darlington and Teesdale Naturalists Field Club. 
Young Harriers. 

 History has shown that It has never been possible to regard to site 403 (known as the 
Blands Corner Triangle) as being separate from the original Parkland. 

 This Triangle had been arable land in the 18th and 19th centuries and later absorbed 
into the Parkland, as it is today. 

 The Council in its Local Plan has experienced this enigma. Paragraphs ‘a’ to ‘c’ in 
MM191 clearly illustrate this connection between the two. 



 

This document was classified as: OFFICIAL 

  

EXTRACT FROM MM 191: 

(a)“The site forms part of the grounds to the Grade II* listed Blackwell Grange Hotel (and 
Grade II listed outbuildings). Development will affect should protect the setting of the Grade 
II* listed Blackwell Grange and its parkland curtilage. Significant mitigation and public benefit 
are required to offset the harm caused. Proposals should be informed by the 
recommendations of the Heritage Impact Assessment (2020). There is potential to better 
reveal the approach to Blackwell Grange along the historic drive from Grange Road. 

(b)“A development scheme would need to restore the remaining Parkland area to the Grade 
II* Listed Building, undertake an ecological survey and propose adequate mitigation for any 
impact on the adjacent Local Wildlife Site.” 

 

Object: Paragraph ‘a’ 

The striking out of the wording in paragraph ‘a’ : “Significant mitigation and public benefit are 
required to offset the harm caused.” 

The removal of ‘public benefit’, outlined in paragraph ‘a’ suggests a lesser need for a future 
robust long-term protection of the adjacent Parkland. Viz: 

 Public benefit will continue to be required to mitigate for and offset harm caused by 
any development of 403, for the long-term future, and not simply to the next review of 
the Plan. 

 This strong wording continues to be necessary, and not removed. 

Significant Public benefit is a long-term requirement and should remain within the 
wording. 

 The Blackwell Grange Statement of Significance refers to need for long term plan for 
the proposed restoration. SD65 Blackwell Grange Park Statement of Significance [p 4; 
para5]. 

 This restoration in SD 65, is supportive of, and implies the notion of long-term Public 
Benefit. (para ‘b’ above) “A development scheme would need to restore the remaining 
Parkland area to the Grade II* Listed Building.” 

 
 The mitigation for the loss of 403 has always been understood to be the future gain of 

well-protected public Parkland for the local community and the whole Borough. 
This ‘mitigation’ has to be the long-term public benefit of this naturalistic Parkland. 
 

 Housing proposals for the Blackwell Parkland were removed at Cabinet and Full Council 
2020. 
 

 This long-term protection has been the view of the Leader of the Council on many 
occasions, and more recently in Park West Community Newsletter. 
 

 Significant mitigation and public benefit are required to offset the harm caused. 
  

Support Paragraph (b) 
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“A development scheme would need to restore the remaining Parkland area to the Grade II* 
Listed Building.” 

(i) Public benefit/access to the natural Parkland referred to paragraph ‘b’, and the value of 
open green natural spaces is becoming more relevant and necessary for climate, biodiversity 
and public health. 

(ii) The pandemic, the associated lockdowns, social distancing and new practices of working 
from home are highlighting this, on what is now being viewed as long-term. 

(iii) Robust long-term designation to mitigate for, requires a guarantee against further harm 
caused through gradual land loss and development over the years in Blackwell. I.e., Local 
Green Space designation. (see response to PM2). 

(iv) More recently the devastation of the adjacent Blackwell Meadows and the housing 
development in 2018, has led to the loss of a biodiverse habitat, established trees and status 
of 010 as Wildlife Site. (It is also difficult to consider 403 without 010). 

  

Para (a) Public Benefit: Summary 

 The removal of the wording in MM191, has diminished the urgency and value of fully 
protecting the Parkland as a heritage asset, including the need for its long term 
protection.  

 

 To rely on the existing levels of protection, all of which can be reviewed and removed 
at a later time during revision of the plan, is not sound. 

  

 The removal of significant mitigation and public benefit in MM 191 is permitting a low 
level of protection which leaves the Parkland quite vulnerable and open to future loss. 

  

 This is illustrated by Site 403 itself, which since June 2021 has lost the status of Green 
Wedge, Local Wildlife Site and Urban Parkland These 3 modifications have been 
removed to permit the proposed development of 403. 

  

 The only way to guarantee the significant public benefit long term, capable of lasting 
beyond that of the Local Plan, and militating against future development is through 
robust level of designation as Local Green Space. (para 101 NPPF 2021) 

 

Objection : The striking out of Paragraph ‘c’ . 

1. The site is designated a Local Wildlife site contains biodiversity habitat and any 
development should provide mitigation. Habitat improvements required on parkland 
area designated as Local Wildlife Site to the north. 
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Reason 

“To ensure the policy is consistent with national policy, the Council’s evidence base such as 
the recommendations of the heritage impact assessment and to also ensure consistency with 
other changes to the plan and policies map. To combine and clarify the requirements relating 
to an ecological survey and mitigation.” “ 

  

Combined Documented Evidence (LINK Below) 

Parkland Heritage Network, Darlington Friends of the Earth and members of the Darlington 
and Teesdale Naturalist’s Field Club have an agreed a submission outlined below and detailed 
in the attachment. (Biodiversity: Wildlife Sites, Green Wedges and Urban Parklands- Blackwell 
Parkland): 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17sLUoDqx8v9UN93Nx5eY_3mb9CE2oR8c/view?usp=sharing  

Pages 6, 30-32 of the document (Biodiversity: Wildlife Sites, Green Wedges and 
Urban Parklands- Blackwell Parkland) make reference to the following: 

 The removal of 403 as a Local Wildlife Site is inconsistent with the Council’s Local Plan 
Policy and NPPF (Revised 2021) ENVIRONMENT p 121 Para D: Local Nature Reserves 
and Local Wildlife Sites. 
 

 Site 403 is central to the thriving and survival of meta-populations and a stepping-
stone for feeding and migration of Great Crested Newt population.  
 

 Site 403 It is listed with the other wildlife sites in the Borough in the Tees Valley 
Nature Partnership. 
 

 Site 403 is acknowledged in the DBC Sustainability Appraisal Document.  
  

Inconsistent with the Darlington Local Plan ENVIRONMENT: 

 “Development likely to result in significant harm to any of the Borough's Local Nature 
Reserves or Local Wildlife Sites should be avoided by being relocated to an alternative 
site of less harmful impacts.” (Darlington Local Plan p 121). 

Para D: Local Nature Reserves and Local Wildlife Sites 

 “Local Wildlife Sites are identified and selected for their local nature conservation 
value. They protect threatened species and habitats acting as buffers, stepping stones 
and corridors between nationally-designated wildlife sites.” (P122 Local Plan) 

 “They allow wildlife, including protected Water Voles and Great Crested Newts to 
move between designated spaces for feeding, mating and migrating, so helping 
to ensure biodiversity remains viable in the long term.” (p 119 Local Plan.) 

  

National Planning Policy Revised July 2021 

 Development of 403 is inconsistent with National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF 
Revised July 2021)  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 Chapter 2 sets out clearly that the environmental objective is to protect, enhance and 
improve biodiversity. Wording is strengthened with this requirement to ‘protect and 
enhance’ and ‘improve biodiversity’, not ‘contribute to’, ‘helping to improve’ 

 Para 8c “An environmental objective– to protect and enhance our natural, built and 
historic environment; making effective use of land, improving biodiversity, using 
natural resources prudently… and mitigating and adapting to climate change.” 

 403 is a biodiverse site and cannot be “de-biodiversed” 

 Biodiversity refers to the “variety of plant and animal life in a particular habitat, a high 
level of which is usually considered to be important and desirable.” (Detailed in the 
2021 Botany Survey of Blackwell Parkland Darlington and Teesdale Naturalist’s Field 
Club). 

 “Biodiversity” can only be removed by the Council, by destroying the habitat, not 
simply by striking out the wording as in paragraph ‘c’. 

 In the hearings the Officer indicated 403 may have become a biodiverse space because 
the golf club vacated the grounds of Blackwell Parkland in 2013. 

 Prior to 2013 the area was biodiverse and remains so:   (i) Ancient trees; (ii) flora and 
fauna: (iii) protected species :great crested newt. (iv) fungi   (v) Insect life (vi) Listed 
in the Tees Valley Nature Partnership as LWS ‘Natural Priority Habitat’ ‘Protected 
Species’. 

 Much of the area was left as ‘rough’ during golf club occupation, as north of the site is 
prone to flooding (an ideal biodiverse habitat) and leads down to the marshland over 
Grange Road. (enter DL38QJ to show ‘high flood risk’). 

 https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IktiwXOsqOI-_xeB2_rbCPmAg_LwyvdG/view?usp=sharing 

https://check-long-term-
floodrisk.service.gov.uk/map?easting=427728&northing=513190&map=SurfaceWa
ter (enter DL38QJ) 

 Wet areas provide a good habitat for small frogs, toads, beetles and even grass 
snakes, adding to the biodiversity. Both habitats will together attract more wildlife than 
each one alone. 

 The removal of 403 as a Local Wildlife Site sets a precedent for the other Wildlife sites 
in the Borough including the adjacent Wildlife Sites on the Blackwell Parkland and 
former Orchard area to the rear of the Grange. 

 403 was recorded as a Local Wildlife Site on the Final Policies Map 10 2018 Draft Plan 
and at the start of the final Consultation Hearings June 2021 and the Tees Valley 
Nature Partnership. 

 Darlington Friends of the Earth, Parkland Heritage and Darlington and Teesdale 
Naturalist’s Field Club have interest in all of the Local Wildlife Sites of the Borough. The 
loss of this Local Wildlife Site is viewed as unacceptable and unsound. 

  

Flexibility and the Need to Accommodate a Progression of Change 2012-2021 
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 2012-2015:   Site 403 is known as Zone 2 SD65 Blackwell Grange Park Statement of 
Significance It was classed as the “least sensitive of sites” There was acceptance by the 
community that this may cause the least damage to the Parkland. 

 2018 With the effects of climate change, and the environmental debate increasing, 
some doubts about this began rising within the community. 

 2019-2020 Representation 19 (Parkland Heritage Network)    Questions over the 
validity of the loss of 403 to development. Climate change groups were established 
both Voluntary/Interest Groups and Council. Green issues now upfront. 

 2021 Increasing doubt by the community. Sensitivity of this site recognised. This was 
raised in the Parkland Heritage Submissions prior to the 2021 Hearings. The tensions 
faced by the council over the balance between financial gain and environmental gain 
were acknowledged. 

 2021   June Environmental loss:  In order to develop 403 its three protected 
designations had to be removed: (i) Green Wedge (ii) Urban Parkland Boundary 
(iii)   Local Wildlife Site. 

 2021 The July NPPF Revised included environmental objectives, which protect, 
enhance and improve biodiversity creating increased requirement for preserving this 
area. 

 2021 September hearing to explore the changes to the Local Plan NPFSQ1. “Does the 
Plan need to be modified, or do any of the Council’s proposed main modifications need 
to be altered, to take account of the revised National Planning Policy Framework 
published on 20 July 2021?” 

 2021 November Consultation MMs and PMs are published for comment. Community 
support now at the lowest over the loss of 403. 

 NPPF Flexibility: There is a need for the Council to be flexible when dealing with 
changes such as these outlined in this submission. There is opportunity for this 
flexibility within the spirit of NPPF (Revised July 2021). 

  

”para-d) Planning Policy should be flexible enough to accommodate needs not 
anticipated in the plan, p23 NPPF” 

  

Finally 

 Site 403 and the Blackwell Parkland are the filtration system for this area of the 
Borough. 

  

 The biodiversity of the Blackwell Parkland is a heritage asset not only for the adjacent 
community and Parish of Blackwell, but for the Borough of Darlington and ultimately 
the planet 
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 Without conserving this Parkland biodiversity, we will pass  on to future generations a 
World that is markedly poorer than the one we have been privileged to inherit. 

 Therefore, we have a duty and a role to play to ensure that this Historic Parkland and 
its natural environment are protected for generations to come. 

 It is through our local communities, individuals and interest groups and partnering with 
the Local Authority that we can protect and increase biodiversity and environmental 
awareness. 

 
 

(Continue on a separate sheet/expand box if necessary) 
 

Question 5 
Please set out what changes you consider necessary to make the Plan legally compliant or sound and why, 
thinking about what you identified in Question 4.  It will be helpful if you are able to put forward your suggested 
revised wording of any policy or text.  Please be as precise as possible. 
 
 

Retain the wording below based on the points raised in Question 4: 

"Significant mitigation and public benefit are required to offset the harm caused." 

" The site is designated a Local Wildlife site contains biodiversity habitat and any 
development should provide mitigation. Habitat improvements required on parkland 
area designated as Local Wildlife Site to the north." 

 
 
 
 
 

(Continue on a separate sheet/expand box if necessary) 

 

PLEASE NOTE: Comments will be made available online either during or after the consultation has 
finished. 

 
 

Please return the completed form by 5pm 30th November 2021 to: 
 

Planning Policy Team 
Darlington Borough Council 
Town Hall 
Darlington, DL1 5QT 

 

 
Tel: 01325 406724 

Email: planning.policy@darlington.gov.uk 
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Files

Question 1

Policies Map Modification Schedule *Which document/modification does this
representation relate to?

PM15* Please provide the reference number (where
applicable), for example MM1, PM1, MIN1

Question 2

SupportWhat best describes the nature of your
representation?

Question 3 Legally Compliant and Sound

NoDo you consider the Plan, incorporating the
proposed Modification is Sound?

Question 4

Please give details of why you consider the Darlington Local Plan, incorporating the proposed
Modifications to which your representation relates, is not legally compliant or is unsound. Please be

Powered by Objective Online 4.2 - page 1

https://darlington-consult.objective.co.uk/file/5931184
https://darlington-consult.objective.co.uk/file/5931184


as precise as possible. If you wish to support the Plan or comment on the Sustainability Appraisal
Report Addendum/Habitats Regulations Screening please also use this box to set out your comments.

Modification Ref: PM 15. Green Wedges Policies Map:

Responding as “Parkland Heritage Network” on behalf of members of: Friends of the Earth,
Lovedarlotrees, Blackwell Action Group, Darlington and Teesdale Naturalists Field Club. Darlington
Young Harriers.

Support

Alterations to Blackwell/Skerne Park and Haughton/Red Hall Green Wedge boundaries

All maps where relevant and key.

To ensure the policies map is correct and effective

POLICY ENV3 A) Retaining the openness and green infrastructure functions of:

The green wedges of Cocker Beck/Mowden, Blackwell/Skerne Park and Haughton/Red Hall. Policy
to protect and enhance the landscape character, setting and identity of the area.

The Green Wedges of the Borough are referred to in detail in the Local Plan ENV2 and their importance
outlined:

Local Landscape Character (Darlington Local Plan ENV2)

3.1  The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) indicates that valued landscapes should
be protected and enhanced.
The Darlington Local Plan protects and seeks to appropriately enhance the distinctive character
of the Borough’s natural and historic townscapes and landscapes.
Including unique features like rural gaps, green wedges, green corridors, historic routes and
parklands.
3.2  All perform an important role in helping to the keep the permanence of the landscape over
the plan period particularly by protecting:
settlement pattern
maintaining the openness between different neighbourhoods,
each keeping their unique identity.
helping safeguard the identity of communities.

The extension of the Green Wedge at Blackwell Parkland came through AP20. June 17th Hearing

AP20. “Council to amend the policies map to remove housing site 403 from the Green Wedge
designation, and to extend the Green Wedge designation on the land to the north of site 403 so that
it corresponds to the boundary of the Parkland with the built up area to the west and north.”

This would take the Green Wedge up to the boundaries consistent with the detail of SD65 Blackwell
Grange Park Statement of Significance [page 10]: Grangeside, Blackwell Lane, Upsall Drive and
Grange Road)

With this arose the question of allocated housing and Green Wedges.

Outlined in MM191 and PM2

History has shown that It has never been possible to regard site 403 (known as the Blands Corner
Triangle) as being separate from the original Parkland
This Triangle had been arable land in the 18th and 19th centuries and later absorbed into the
Parkland, as it is today.
The Council in its Local Plan has experienced this enigma being free to earmark 403 for a
proposed housing allocation:

Powered by Objective Online 4.2 - page 2



The Blands Corner triangle prior to the Hearing June 2021 had the protection of 3 designations: Green
Wedge, Urban Parkland and Local Wildlife Site.

Questions arise here specific to the Green Wedges of Cocker Beck/Mowden, Blackwell/Skerne
Park and Haughton/Red Hall, in relation to policy ENV2 and its desire to “keep the permanence of
the landscape over the plan period.”

Question: How fragile or robust is the designation of Green Wedge against future development?
There was a recent boundary shift of the Green Wedge to above the arable land of the site 403
(known as Blands Corner Triangle) in June 2021.

Blackwell/Skerne Park Green Wedge

At the June 2021 Hearings it was unclear what the life of a Green Wedge is, or the ‘sufficient level of
protection’ this designation offers to the Historic Blackwell Parkland.

What was clear was the choice was either housing or Green Wedge. A similar issue arose with Urban
Parkland Boundary and the policy for its protection and Local Wildlife Sites, all of which 403 has
designation.

Robust Protection

It is vital that all of the Green Wedges of the Borough be protected as outlined in ENV2 and for the
reasons outlined is this part of the Local Plan, but it is evident that ENV2 even when combined with
other designations is not sufficient for these “unique features” described in ENV2: rural gaps, green
wedges, green corridors, historic routes and parklands.”

A Better Way

A newer level of designation described in NPPF paragraph 101 and 103 is that of Local Green Space.
The policy for Local Green Space is a national rather than a local policy. It overrides, and endures
longer than, the local policies, which define most of a Local Plan.

Blackwell Parkland Green Wedge

Following a request by the Inspector during the course of the June Hearings 2021, an assessment
was made by the Principal Planning Officer

 An earlier submission to the Council had been rejected as being out of time; but through this request
of the Inspector at the June Hearings, eventually the Council agreed to deal with it on its merits.

The concern is that without this robust designation an new administration will move to develop some
or all of the remainder of the Blackwell Grange Parkland at a future date.

Full details of the submission are described in our PM2 representation for this consultation.

There should be a word of caution here for all of the Green Wedges of the Borough and those with a
keen interest in the environment, habitat and our open spaces.

The ‘Lost’ Green Space

As we await the outcome of the final consultation of the Local Plan, we must return once again to the
Blands Corner Triangle (403).

The ‘muddle’ of a housing allocation being made in an area designated (i) as a Green Wedge. (ii) as
an Urban Parkland   (iii) as a Local Wildlife Site could only be cleared up by :

(a) removing all three designated protections to make way for housing

(b) removing the housing allocation to preserve the designations.

Question 5
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Please set out what changes you consider necessary to make the Plan legally compliant or sound
and why, thinking about what you identified in Question 4. It will be helpful if you are able to put
forward your suggested revised wording or any policy or text. Please be as precise as possible.

Interest Groups and Community 2012-2021

Campaigners for the preservation of the Blackwell Grange Parkland, may have earlier reluctantly seen
the reason for Site 403 being sacrificed to housing development. This being on the understanding the
remainder of the Parkland was given a high level of protection ie designated a Local Green Space.
SD65 Blackwell Grange Park Statement of Significance [p 4, “Zone 3 The Parkland” p 42 “Meets
English Heritage Criteria”]

Many in the Community do not now share this understanding.

The NPPF: Revised July 2021, has also added greatly to this reluctance, soundness and
justification of this decision.

The proposed Changes to the Policies Map PM2 PM15 are supported and accurately reflect
the Draft Local Plan as amended in the course of the Hearings.

The Polices regarding protection the Green Wedges of the Borough, and locations being recorded
on the Local Plan Policies Maps are welcome and clear if less than robust.

it is our submission that the amendments to the Plan which removed the designations of Green
Wedge, Local Wildlife Site and Parkland Boundary within policy ENV3 from Site 403 have not
been soundly justified.

An extension of the Green Wedge covering the Triangle of 403 seems wholly justified.

Add document

The Fragmentation of Blackwell and the Erosion of
its Green Spaces (1938-2018) (1)

If you wish to attach supporting files please do
so here.
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The Fragmentation of
Blackwell and the

Erosion of it's 
Green Spaces

(1938 - 2018)
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DroneCam Solutions for Aerial Pictures



In 1183, it was described as
one of the "finest old mills in
the north of England". It was
owned by the Bishop of
Durham. Blackwell farmers
were obliged to grind their
corn there until Darlington
council bought the Bishop out
for £2,500 in 1863. The mill
carried on working until 1907.

1800s
‘Blackwell, a neat little
village...pleasantly situated on
the banks of the Tees, and
surrounded by rich meadows,
green pastures, and thriving
trees’. 
 
(Fordyce 1860, vol I, 492 (Archaeo-
Report August 2012. Appendices 4
and 11) .

1938
Demolished in 1938 :  
BLACKWELL MILL



Built in the late 18th Century the Hall was bought by John Allan in about 1810,
who started enlarging it, and beautifying the large gardens which even
contained a tulip tree. In 1930 it was converted it into "a palatial Georgian
hotel". It was bought by Raines Builders for £20,100 in 1965. Despite national
misgivings, they knocked it down. The housing of Blackwell Grove, Briar
Close and Briar Walk are now on its grounds.

1964
Demolished in 1964 with
loss of land: 
BLACKWELL MANOR

A humble hilltop cottage until Sir
Henry Havelock-Allan bought it
in 1880 and turned it into a
seven-bedroom house. The
Manor was demolished in 1964
and now Cypress Grove housing
and the Mormon Church are on
it's site.

1965
Demolished in 1965
with loss of land:  
BLACKWELL HALL



1971
Demolished in 1971 with loss of land: “THE ANGEL” at
Bland’s Corner

1972
Demolished in 1972 with loss
of land: BLACKWELL HILL

Banker Jonathan Backhouse, of
Polam Hall, bought whatever
remained of the Manor in the early
19th Century. In about 1870, Eliza
Barclay, who had been born a
Backhouse and whose life had
been dogged by grief, built the Hill
– perhaps designed by prolific local
architect GG Hoskins. It had seven
bedrooms, six dressing rooms and
splendid views, Eliza probably built
it as a boarding school, or possibly
an orphanage, for working-class
children to learn to be servants and
so escape poverty. 

Bland’s Corner was previously known
as Angel Corner after its pub. ‘The
Angel’ closed in 1873 and was
converted into a Sunday school,
which was demolished in 1971. Now
it is Evans Halshaw's car dealership,
and next to it is a Second World War
pill-box, built to defend Darlington
from invading Germans. 

After Eliza's death, Edward Backhouse Mounsey converted it into a private
house, and in 1944 it became the home of John Neasham, motor dealer and
director of Darlington Football Club. In 1972, it was sold for £140,000,
demolished and Farrholme was built on its site. Its gateposts, tower
gatehouse and the crenellated wall for its fruit garden remain.



1982-1990s:  
Loss of Land ie:  ‘Development Creep’  (Commencing1964)-:
Housing development on the fringes of the Parkland and Grange Estate.
‘Grangeside’ and  ‘The Spinney’ on South East.   Upsall Drive housing on
the former nursery gardens of Blackwell Grange

2015/2016
Demolition and Land Sale at Blackwell Meadows: 

Demolished: The Stables 
The stables which were separate from the demolished Blackwell Hall, and
part of an earlier manor house.

Demolished: Blackwell Golf Clubhouse 
The Clubhouse was called the ‘British Pavilion’. The old clubhouse was of
historic importance to the heritage of Blackwell. In Norwegian style and
dating to 1930, when it was bought and shipped in pieces from the Trade
Fair in Antwerp by local Auctioneer Stanley Robinson .



2018
Loss of Land: Meadows / Havelock-Allan Fields to developers.

Land loss:  
Approximately 12 ha which was an extension of the large gardens of the
demolished Blackwell Hall dating back to early 19th Century, and known locally
as the Meadows or Havelock-Allan Fields. The land was sold to developers and
planning permission given for over 50 detached homes. 

Tree Felling: 
In February 2018 over 200 trees were felled on the land and habitats severely
disturbed and/or destroyed, and many ancient specimens lost.



2020
“Local Green Space Submission” and Local Plan: 2016-2036
Loss of the Meadows/Fields in 2018 removed 1/3 of the remaining green
spaces illustrating the slow but clear fragmentation and erosion of the area
since the 1860 description:

“a neat little village...pleasantly situated on the banks of the Tees, and
surrounded by rich meadows, green pastures, and thriving trees”

 https://friendsoftheearth.uk/nature/one-
communitys-fight-save-historic-parkland

Friends of the Earth's Article - One Community's Fight to
Save Historic Parkland. 

2021
Secretary of State appointed Inspector, January 4th 2021, to
examine the Council Local Plan with regard for soundness,
legality and sustainability.   

“Local Green Space Submission” made in August 2020 by the Parkland
Heritage Network in order to protect the Parkland.
Community concerns of further loss of former arable land to the south east of
the Historic Parkland, potentially continuing this fragmentation and erosion of
Blackwell over the past 90 years.

https://friendsoftheearth.uk/nature/one-communitys-fight-save-historic-parkland


Follow us on Facebook @ParklandHeritage

Sir Mark Anthony Havelock-Allan QC presents the
Parkland Heritage Network study to 

Cllr Heather Scott OBE, Leader of the
 Darlington Borough Council 

https://www.facebook.com/parklandheritage
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The Parish of Blackwell Darlington Co. 
Durham. 

          Havelock                                     Allan of Blackwell 

                                                              
 

 

the significance of the 
historic Blackwell 

parkland 

 

 
 
 
 

Biodiversity, Wildlife 
Sites, Green Wedges and 

Urban Parklands 
 
 
 

 Freelance(Ethnography(   
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Biodiversity and Wildlife Sites 

 
 

• Biodiversity 
 

• The benefits of biodiversity are 
endless 
 

• Green Wedges Urban Parklands 
 

• The Blackwell Parkland as a Local 
Wildlife Site  

 

                                         Aerial View Blackwell Parkland 
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Biodiversity, Wildlife Sites, Green Wedges and Urban 

Parklands 

Some Interesting Facts About the Blackwell Parkland 

(i) It is a Bio-diverse Habitat 
(ii) It is a Local Wildlife Site (LWS) 
(iii) It is of one of 3 designated “Green Wedges” of the 

Borough 
(iv) It is one of 11 designated “Urban and Rural Parklands” of 

the Borough 

Biodiversity  
   
Flora and Fauna (Richness of wildlife and beauty)    

Striking features of the Parkland include the abundance of flora 
and fauna, and the vast variety of mature and ancient trees.  

A recent study of the Parkland (Bramfitt R. “Ecosystem Services 
provided by Blackwell Grange Parkland and the Impact of 
Possible Development 2019) has identified a total number of 627 
trees, excluding tree groupings. This vast number of mature and 
ancient trees incorporates 48 different species.  

The wilderness areas and secluded paths around the perimeters 
and under the trees are supportive of a variety of woodland plants 
best described here by the Woodland Trust: 

“Visit any wood and you'll find a high diversity of flowering 
plants, ferns and mosses. From spectacular wildflower 
carpets to damp-loving ferns and mysterious mosses.” 

The Parkland is no exception to this. Ground and soil conditions 
vary from one part to another allowing this high diversity of plant 
life to flourish, from a range of lovely flowering grasses tolerant to 
dry conditions to the Cuckoo-Pint enjoying the damp and darker 
conditions in two of the more dank areas of the land.  

As for the fauna, rabbits in abundance and a rare hare. Deer have 
been spotted, and there are ‘the-often seen’ foxes. One worker 
local to the Grange also knows of the whereabouts of the badger 
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set, and the trees are home to a variety of nesting birds. Owls are 
often heard through the night  

There are three distinct levels of biodiversity: (The Greater 
Manchester Ecology Unit and Strategy Plan 2005) 

The word biodiversity was first used by the ecologist E. O. Wilson. 
In its simplest terms biodiversity means the whole variety of life on 
Earth their habitats and the factors that link them to each other  and 
their surroundings. Shortened from biological diversity, it describes 
the “variety of plant and animal life in the world or in a particular 
habitat, a high level of which is usually considered to be important 
and desirable.” 

It is not restricted to rare or threatened species and habitats but 
includes the whole of the natural world from the commonplace to 
the critically endangered.  

! Genetic  - Variation between individuals of the same 
species e.g. the tree and house sparrow.  

! Species  - The number, types, and distribution of species 
within their habitat(s).  

! Ecosystem & habitats  - The variety of habitats and 
communities of different species that interlink with each 
other.  

Biodiversity is the richness and variety of wildlife and habitats 
on Earth. Even in the twenty-first century the range of 
biodiversity is extraordinary. Biodiversity is not just restricted 
to rural environments, but occurs also in urban areas. 

Why should biodiversity be protected?  

There are environmental, quality of life, health and moral 
reasons for protecting biodiversity.  

The benefits of biodiversity are endless, but include:  

! Plants, animals and habitats enrich our everyday lives as 
they produce the necessary ingredients for all life to exist.  
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! Without conserving biodiversity, we will pass   to our 
successors a planet that is markedly poorer than the one we 
were privileged to inherit. Therefore we have a duty and a role 
to play to ensure that the Earth and its environment are 
protected for generations to come.  

! Conserving biodiversity creates new employment from 
park wardens to habitat surveyors.  

! Increased biodiversity can raise environmental awareness 
in local communities, as well as improving environmental 
credentials of public and private sector organisations.  

! Conserving and promoting biodiversity promotes the 
availability of natural sustainable resources.  

! Learning about and enjoying the wildlife makes an 
important contribution to our quality of life, health and 
spiritual well being.  

! There are ethical grounds for conservation, as many people 
believe that every species is of value in its own right.  

 

Wildlife Sites:  (Darlington Borough Council Local Plan 2013-2036) 

Local Wildlife Sites are areas of land that are especially important 
for their wildlife. They are some of our most valuable wildlife areas. 
Local Wildlife Sites are identified and selected locally using 
scientifically-determined criteria and surveys.  

They are corridors for wildlife, forming key components of 
ecological networks.  These special spaces have a huge part to 
play in the natural green fabric of our towns and countryside. They 
make up a web of stepping stones and corridors for wildlife, 
forming key components of ecological networks.  

“Local Wildlife Sites are identified and selected for their local nature 
conservation value. They protect threatened species and habitats acting 
as buffers, stepping stones and corridors between nationally-designated 

wildlife sites.” 
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The Blackwell Parkland as a Local Wildlife Site (LWS) 
 

• It is recorded as a Local Wildlife Site with 34 other Special 
Sites in Darlington in the “Tees Valley Nature Partnership”. 
 

•  It is designated as a site with Great Crested Newt.   
 

• It is recorded in the Council’s Sustainability Appraisal 
CDO3  of the Local Plan as Wildlife Site with:  

 
(i) “High interest with regards to Great Crested 

Newts; 
 

(ii) with aims to “Strengthen and expand 
known meta-populations by carrying out 
pond creation and management work 
through the “Tees Valley Pondscape Project” 
(Sustainability Appraisal p128 Appendix B)  
 

(iii) and to “Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity”  
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The Parkland is Bio-diverse 

 

• 2021 Botany Survey: Darlington & 
Teesdale Naturalist Field Club 
 

• Ecosystem Project launched by 
The Open University 2013 
 

• 2012 Survey cited in Statement of 
Significance   (TPO Location) 
 

• 2019 Treezilla Survey  (R. 
Bramfitt Bsc) 

        
        Aerial View Blackwell Parkland 
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2021 Botany Survey: Darlington & Teesdale Naturalist Field 

Club 

 

This is the most recent botany survey of the Parkland by the 
Naturalist Field Club  

• 47 species of wild flower and grasses 
 

• 61 species of insect plant galls: 
 

• 32 insect varieties:  
 

• 66 fungi  
 

• Included are the species of trees identified in the 2012 and 
2019 records and survey 672 trees 48 species 

 

Ecosystem Project launched by The Open University 2013 

The latest citizen science project to be launched by The Open 
University is Treezilla – the Monster Map of Trees. This has the 
modest aim of mapping every tree in Britain, while emphasising 
the ecosystem services that trees provide.  

Once the trees in a particular area have been recorded and 
measured (diameter at breast height), Treezilla will provide an 
estimate of the various services that the trees provide, such as 
carbon dioxide storage and water conservation. (Martin)Harvey:) The)
Open)University)2013)
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2012 Survey cited in Statement of Significance 2012 (TPO 
Location) 

!
 Location of Tree Preservation Orders within the Parkland. (Archaeo-

Environmental Ltd, 2012) 
 
 
 
 

SD65 Blackwell Grange Park Statement of Significance [pdf document] 
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2019 Treezilla Survey  (R. Bramfitt Bsc) 

In 2019 Richard Bramfitt carried out the Treezilla tree survey of the 
Parkland “using scientifically-determined criteria.”  (Bramfitt R 
Ecosystems Services. Provided by Blackwell Grange Parkland 
2019).  

• Total of 48 species of trees 
• Total of 672 trees (excluding clumps) 

!
!

!!!!!!!!!Blackwell!Parkland!Tree!Survey!2019!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

             
 

Treezilla” survey carried out in 2019 identified a total of 672 
trees (excluding clumps) with a total number of 48 individual 

species.  
(Bramfitt R. “Ecosystem Services provided by Blackwell Grange Parkland and the 

Impact of Possible Development 2019) 
! 
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Treezilla”(survey(carried(out(in(2019(((( (
(

(Bramfitt R. “Ecosystem Services provided by Blackwell Grange Parkland and the 
Impact of Possible Development”.  2019) 

 
 

SPECIES 
 
NUMBER 

Alder 4 
Apple 4 
Ash 18 
Beech 30 
Birch 19 
Cedar 1 
Cherry 22 
Cotoneaster 2 
Cypress 1 
Deodar 2 
Elder 7 
Elm 12 
False Acacia 1 
Fir 4 
Goat willow 1 
Hawthorn 27 
Holly 16 
Hornbeam 3 
Horse Chestnut 11 

Italian Alder 6 
Laburnum 2 
Larch 6 
Lawsons Cypress 5 

Leyland Cypress 4 

Lilac 1 
Lime 159 
Lombardy poplar 21 
Norway Maple 22 
Oak 52 
Pine 3 
Pissards plum 4 

Poplar 6 
Prunus 2 
Red Horse Chestnut 6 

Rowan 32 
Scots pine 1 

Silver birch 3 
Small leaved Lime 2 

Sorbus 1 
Sweet Chestnut 4 

Sycamore 88 
Thorn 5 
Tree of Heaven 5 

Walnut 5 
Whitebeam 12 
Willow 3 
Wych Elm 1 
Yew 26 
 
  TOTAL SPECIES 

48 
 

 
TOTAL TREES       

672 

!
!
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Monetary and Environmental 
Impact 

 
 
 

 
 
 

• Urban Trees 
 

• Blackwell Urban Parkland Trees 
 

• Ecosystem Analysis of individual 
trees 

  
• shorter analysis of the Meadows 

lost to developers in 2018. 
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Monetary and Environmental Impact of Urban Trees 
 

• The ecosystem services provided by urban trees can have a 
large monetary value, for example a tiny part of central 
London, Victoria, has just 1,200 trees.  

 
• A detailed analysis of the area showed they remove 1.2 

tonnes of pollution with a value of £85,000 per year, and also 
attenuate 112,000 cubic metres of storm water with value of 
£50,000 per year.  

 
• When these analyses have been carried out citywide in a few 

parts of North America and Europe, including all the different 
ecosystem services, then urban trees often have benefit 
values of tens of millions of pounds per year (these numbers 
take into account the costs associated with planting and 
maintaining the trees). 

 
Monetary and Environmental Impact of Blackwell Urban 

Parkland Trees 
 
As part of the research Richard has calculated the climate benefits 
of the Parkland, the Oxygen output of the tree canopy, the Carbon 
Dioxide absorption, the water filtration, the Carbon content holding 
of the trees and much more.   
 
Richard’s work has also looked at the Carbon Footprint mitigation 
as well as monetary savings created by the Parkland. 
 
 

Aerial View of Blackwell Urban Parkland 2018 
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Ecosystem Analysis of individual trees on Blackwell 
Parkland (not including tree groups or grass/scrubland areas: 

Treezilla, 2019) 

 

• Energy Conserved: 869,360kwh/ yr. (£52,711)  

Cooling in summer and heating in winter / wind break effect of 
parkland on the adjacent community 

• Stormwater filtered: 6,335,021 litres/yr. (£5,121)  

Water filtered by trees’ canopies and roots slowing down water 
movement into surface water courses 

• Air quality improved: 864 kg / yr. (£20,373)  

Increase in O2 provided by trees. 1 litre weighs 1.429 g. We use 
average 500 litres per day per person 

• CO2 removed: 177,314 kg/yr. (£11,524)  

CO2 sequestration by tree species per year 

Total annual benefit £89,730 
•  

•  CO2 stored to date: 1,025,005 kg. (£66,617)  

(total carbon dioxide equivalent stored in the volume of wood of the 
trees) 

• Average CO2 footprint per person in UK is 9 tonnes.  

The Blackwell Parkland mitigates 19 people’s total 
CO2 emissions per year. 
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Richard has also carried out a shorter analysis of the Meadows, 
which was lost to developers in 2018. 
 

Monetary and Environmental Impact for the lost   
Blackwell Meadows - Treezilla. 

 
 
As well as the individual trees recorded, many tree groups were 
removed during the devastation of the Meadows in February 2018.  
These groups would have contributed also to the savings recorded 
below. Therefore these amounts are underestimated.  
The results are as follows: 
 
Energy conserved 318,479 kwh/ yr           £19,353 saved 
 
Stormwater filtered 2,323,569 L/yr            £ 1,878 saved 
 
Air quality improved 327 kg/yr                    £ 7,644 saved 
 
CO2 removed  68,369 kg / yr                     £4,443 saved 
 

Overall saving per year £33,319 
 

Potential CO2 stored in trees 349,618 kg.  £22,722 
without considering tree clumps lost and bushes/hedges. 

(mitigated  6 people’s total CO2 emissions per year.) 

 
Aerial View of Blackwell Meadows following the tree felling in 2018 
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Darlington & Teesdale Naturalist 
Field Club 

 

 

 

• Fungi list. Identified.  April 20. 

October 20. June 2021. 
 
 

• Commercial Uses of Fungi 
 
 

• Climate Change and the 
Environment 
 
 

• Blackwell Grange Insects 
Identified.  June 2021 

 
 

• Bugs, Beetles, Moths, Flies. June 2021 
 
 

• INSECT PLANT GALLS.   June 2021 
 

• Plants Grasses and Shrubs  June 2021 
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2021 Botany Survey: Darlington & Teesdale Naturalist Field 
Club 

 

 
Extract: 
 
“The field club studies all aspects of natural history including plants, 
insects, mammals, birds and geology. 

Its weekly summer outings are for observation and recording, as well as 
for general enjoyment of the countryside and are reported at regular 
indoor meetings. Please see Summer Programme for meeting venue 
and time. 

From October to April, indoor meetings, with talks by visiting speakers, 
are held at the Sixth Form College almost every Monday evening. 
Meetings commence at 7.30pm and finish at approx. 9.00pm 

In joining the club you will be supporting the work we do in recording 
and helping to look after the nature in the Darlington and Teesdale area.  

As a member you can take a full part in the activities of the club 
attending indoor lectures and meetings, outdoor walks and outings and 
coach trips etc, to see and learn about various aspects of natural 
history. Membership is only £10 per year and you can now join online, 
this will give you full access to all events and information. Join Now.” 
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(
 

Blackwell Parkland Fungi list. Identified: 
April 20. October 20. June 2021. 

Jill Cunningham 
(

TOTAL:   39 large fungi.   27 micro fungi 

• Fungi are eukaryotic organisms, [organisms whose cells have a 
nucleus enclosed within a nuclear envelope], and include 
yeasts, moulds and mushrooms. 

• Some fungi are multicellular, while others, such as yeasts, are 
unicellular.  

• Most fungi are microscopic, but many produce the visible 
fruitbodies we call mushrooms.  

• Fungi can reproduce asexually by budding, and many also have 
sexual reproduction and form fruitbodies that produce spores. 

• Unlike plants, fungi do not produce their own food – like animals, 
they have to source it. 

On 12 September 2018, scientists at the Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Kew published a comprehensive report on the state of the 
world’s fungi highlighting the often-overlooked importance of 
this kingdom.  

Commercial Uses of Fungi 

• There are numerous commercial uses for fungi. They are a rich 
source for industrial enzymes used in household detergents 
and the food and beverage industry. 

• Fungi produce compounds of medicinal value. For example, 
the life-saving cholesterol-lowering drug lovastatin, and they 
are even being used to make sustainable leather trainers from 
agricultural waste! 

• Fungi contribute to so much more than the mushrooms (and 
bread, cheese, wine, beer and Quorn™) on the supermarket 
shelves. 
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Climate Change and the Environment 

• Fungi then have incredibly important functions and could help 
solve some of the world’s biggest challenges from global 
warming to plastic pollution.  

 

 

Blackwell Grange Fungi list. April 20. October 20. 
June 2021. 

• Jill Cunningham 
•  

• TOTAL:   39 large fungi.   27 micro fungi 
(

Large(Fungi.(TOTAL(39(
 

 

Agaracus!langei!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Scaly!Wood!Mushroom!
Ascocoryne!cylichnium!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Purple!Jellydisc!
Auricularia!auriculaCjudae!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Jelly!Ear!
Bjerkandera!adeusta!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Smokey!Bracket!
Byssomerulius!corium!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!fungal!crust!
Calocera!cornea!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Small!Stagshorn!
Chondrostereum!purpureum!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Silverleaf!Fungus!
Coprinellus!disseminatus!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Fairy!Inkcaps!
Coprinellus!domesticus!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Firerug!Inkcap!
Coprinellus!micaceus!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Glistening!Inkcap!!
Cortinarius!(umbrinolens?)!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!a!Webcap!
Dothidella!ulmi!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Elm!Tarspot!
Exidia!thuretiana!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!White!Brain!
Ganoderma!applanatum!C!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Artist’s!Bracket!
Ganoderma!australe!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Southern!Bracket!!
Gloeophyllum!sepiarum!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Conifer!Mazegill!
Helvella!Crispa!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!White!Saddle!
Hyphodontia!sambuci!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Elder!Whitewash!
Hypholoma!fasciculare!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Sulphur!Tuft!
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Large(Fungi.(Continued….(
!
Hypoxylon!fragiforme!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Beech!Woodwart!!
Inocybe!geophyla!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!White!Fibrecap!
Inocybe!sindonia!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Scaly!Fibrecap!
Inonotus!hispidus!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Shaggy!Bracket!
Kretzschmaria!deusta!C!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Brittle!Cinder!!
Mycena!galericulata!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Common!Bonnet!
Mycena!galopus!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!a!white!Bonnet!
Mycena!leptocephala!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Nitrous!Bonnet!
Parasola!plicatilis!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Pleated!Inkcap!
Polyporus!brumalis!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Winter!Polypore!
Polyporus!Squamosus!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Dryad’s!Saddle!!
Psathyrella/parasola!conopilus!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Conical!Brittlestems!
Rhodotus!palmatus!!***!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Wrinkled!Peachnow!a!rare!find.!
Rhytisma!acerina!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Sycamore!Tarspot!
Stereum!hirsutum!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Hairy!Curtain!Crust!!
Stereum!rugosum!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Bleeding!Broadleaf!Crust!
Trametes!versicolor!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Turkeytail!!
Xylaria!hypoxylon!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Candlesnuff!Fungus!
Xylaria!polymorpha!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Dead!Man’s!Fingers!
Trichia!scabra!–!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!SlimeCmould!
!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

!
!

!
!
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(

Blackwell Grange Fungi list. April 20. October 20. 
June 2021. 

Jill Cunningham 
 

TOTAL:   39 large fungi.   27 micro fungi 
!

!!!!!!!!! !
!

Micro-fungi: TOTAL 27 
(
Microfungi or micromycetes are fungi—(eukaryotic organisms) such as: 
 

• molds,  
• mildews  
• rusts—which has microscopic spore-producing structures.  

 
They are also related to Galls which are an abnormal growth produced 
by a plant under the influence of an organism (virus, bacterium, fungus, 
plant or animal). 
!
Arthobotrys conoides –  Creeping Buttercup brown spot  
Caloria neglecta-                 Nettle 
Claviceps microcephala -              Ergot + Common Reed + Gall 
Epichloe typhina –                          Choke fungus + grass + Gall 
Gymnosporangium confusum     + Hawthorn rust + Gall 
Gymnosporangium cornutum     + Rowan rust + Gall 
Kuehneola uredinis –                     Pale Bramble rust + Gall 
Leptosphaeria acuta + Nettle 
Melampsora epitea + Goat Willow rust + Gall 
Neoerysiphe galeopsidis – White Deadnettle mildew 
Phragmidium sp. + Dog Rose rust + Gall 
Podosphaera leucotricha – Apple Powdery Mildew 
Protomyces macrosporus + Ground Elder + Gall 
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Micro-fungi.  Continued…… 
 

 
 
Protomyces pachydermus + Dandelion vein + Gall 
Puccinia phragmitis + Broad Dock + Wood Dock rust + Gall 
Puccinia magnusiana + Creeping Buttercup rust + Gall 
Puccinia pulverulentum + Hoary Willowherb rust + Gall 
Puccinia punctiformis + Creeping Thistle rust + Gall 
Puccinia tumida – Pignut rust + Gall 
Puccinia urticata + Nettle rust + Gall 
Quaternaria (Eutypella) species – e. morthieri? + Poplar 
Synchytrium taraxaci + Dandelion wart + Gall 
Taphrina betulina – Birch Witch’s Broom + Gall 
Taphrina populina + Black Poplar hybrid + Gall 
Uromyces ficariae + Lesser Celandine smut + Gall 
Oak mildew 
Sycamore mildew  

 
 
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

!
!
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Blackwell Grange Insects Identified: 
Bugs, Beetles, Moths,Flies. 

 

 
 

 Oct 2020. June 2021. Jill Cunningham 
(
INSECTS   4 species 
(
Tingis cardui - Spear Thistle Lace Bug BUGS 
Phyllaphis fagi - Beech Woolly Aphids 
Phyllus palliceps – an Oak bug 
Mindarus abietinus - Silver Fir Aphid + gall 
!
!
BEETLES    10 species 
(
Anthrenus verbasci – Carpet Beetle + Hogweed  
Cantharis flavilabris – a black and red Soldier Beetle 
Cantharis livida – a red Soldier Beetle 
Cassida rubiginosa – Creeping Thistle Tortoise Beetle 
Gastrophysa viridula – Dock Leaf Beetle 
Harmonia axyridis - Harlequin Ladybird 
Malachis bipustulatus – Common Malachite Beetle 
Oedemera sp. – False Blister Beetle + Buttercup 
Pyrochroa serraticornis – Common Cardinal Beetle 
Phyllobius pomaceus – Nettle Weevil 
 

!

!
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MOTHS     7 species 
(
Small Tortoiseshell 
Speckled Wood 
Anthophila fabriciana – Nettletap Moth  
Aphelia paleana – Timothy Tortrix moth 
Celypha lacunana – Common Marble micro-moth 
Ptycholoma lecheana – Brindled Twist micro-moth 
Xanthorhoe montana – Silver-ground Carpet moth 
 
!
!
FLIES   8 species and 3 species of bee. 
(
Agathomyia wankowiczii – Ganoderma gall fly  
Chloromyia Formosa – Broad Centurion Soldier fly 
Enallagma cyathigerum – Common Damsel fly 
Tipula oleracea – Cranefly 
Mayfly sp. – 2 tailed, small 
Episyrphus balteatus – Marmalade Hoverfly 
Euura/nematus fagi – Beech Sawfly 
Rhogogaster viridis – a green Sawfly 
Wasp sp. 
Honey Bee 
Bombus pratorum – Early Bumblebee 
 
 

 
!
!
!
!

!
!

!
!
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!
!
Blackwell Grange Insects + Insect Plant Galls. Oct 20. 

June 21. Jill Cunningham 
 
INSECT PLANT GALLS – 45 + 16 fungal galls. – (see fungi) 
 

Total  61 
 

 
(
Agathomyia wankowiczii – Ganoderma applanatum galls*** (2 galls found so 
far) 
Acalitus brevitarsus - Alder leaf erineum galls 
Eriophyes laevis – Alder leaf pustule galls 
Eriosoma lanigerum – Ornamental Apple branch aphid galls 
Phyllocoptes malinus – Ornamental Apple leaf pink erineum galling 
Aceria fraxinovora - Ash Flower galls 
Dasineura fraxini – Ash leaf vein slit galls 
Psyllopsis fraxini – Ash leaf curl 
Acalitus plicans - Beech leaf distal folds galling 
Acalitus stenaspis - Beech leaf fine edge roll galling 
Aceria nervisequa – Beech leaf vein gall 
Eriophyes similis – Blackthorn leaf edge pustule galls 
Cecidophyes rouholahi – Cleavers leaf twist roll galling 
Liposthenes glechomae – Ground Ivy galls 13 
Aceria crataegi – Hawthorn leaf pale pustule spot galls 
Phyllocoptes goniothorax – Hawthorn leaf edge swell galls 
Aceria lateannulatus - Small Leaved Lime leaf nail galls 
Contarinia tiliarum – Lime leaf petiole swell galls 
Dasineura tiliae – Lime leaf broad edge roll gall 
Eriophyes exilis – Lime leaf vein axil galls 
Eriophyes leiosoma – Lime leaf felt gall 
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INSECT PLANT GALLS continued…… 
 

 
 
Eriophyes tiliae - Lime leaf nail galls 
Phytoptus tetratrichus – Lime leaf fine edge roll gall 
Andricus aries – Oak Ramshorn galls 
Andricus lignicola – Oak Cola-nut galls 
Andricus corruptrix – Oak bud Gall 
Andricus curvator – Oak leaf bend gall 
Andricus quercuscalicis – Oak Knopper Galls 
Neuroterus numismalis – Oak Silk Button Galls 
Neuroterus quercusbaccarum – Oak Spangle Galls 
Trioza remota – Oak leaf pimple gall 
Pemphigus spyrothecae – Poplar Lombardy leaf petiole twist galls 
Blennocampa phyllocolpa – Dog Rose leaf ‘finger’ roll galls 
Dysaphis sorbi - Rowan leaf bunch galling 
Eriophyes pyri – Rowan leaf spot pustule galls 
Jaapiella veronicae – Speedwell Germander hairy tip swell galls 
Aceria cephalonea – Sycamore leaf small red pustules 
Aceria pseudoplatani – Sycamore felt gall 
Eriophyes arianus – Whitebeam leaf spot pustule galls 
(Eu)pontania/Eura pedunculi – Goat Willow leaf Hairy Pea gall 
Pontania proxima – Crack Willow bean gall 
Iteiomya capreae - Sallow Willow leaf red pea galls 
Eriosoma patchiae - Wych Elm leaf roll bunching galls 
Eriosoma ulmi - Wych Elm leaf large roll galls 
Tetraneura ulmi – Wych Elm leaf Fig galls 15 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
(
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(

(
Plants,(Grasses,(Shrubs(

(
Identified(at(Blackwell(Parkland(by(members(of(
Darlington(and(Teesdale(Naturalists’(Field(Club(on(

survey(of(June(15th(2021(
!
Flowering(Plants:(((((41(species(
(
Bramble!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Rubus!fruticosus!
Broad!Leaved!Dock!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Rumex!obtusifolius!
Broad!Leaved!Willowherb!!!!!!!!!!Epilobium!montanum!
Bush!Vetch!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Vicia!sepium!
Cleavers!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Galium!aparine!
Common!MousCear!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Cerastium!fontanum!
Common!Hogweed!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Heracleum!sphondylium!
Common!Nettle!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Urtica!dioica!
Common!Sorrel!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Rumex!acetosa!
Common!Ragwort!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Senecio!jacobaea!
Cotoniaster!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Cotoniaster!integerrima!
Cow!Parsley!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Anthriscus!sylvestris!
Creeping!Buttercup!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Ranunculus!repens!
Creeping!Thistle!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Cirsium!arvense!
Cuckoo!Flower!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Cardamine!pratense!
Curled!Dock!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Rumex!crispus!
Dandelion!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Taraxacum!sp.!
Dog!Rose!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Rosa!canina!
Elder!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Sambucus!nigra!
Garlic!Mustard!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Alliaria!petiolata!
Germander!Speedwell!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Veronica!chamaedrys!
Ground!Elder!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Aegopodium!podograria!
Hedge!Mustard!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Sisymbrium!officinale!
Herb!Bennet!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Geum!urbanum!
Herb!Robert!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Geranium!robertianum!
Honest!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Lunaria!annua!
Indian!Balsam!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Impatiens!glandulifera!
Ivy!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Hedera!helix!
Lords!and!ladies!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Arum!macularum!
Meadow!Buttercup!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Ranunculus!acris!
Pignut!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Conopodium!majus!
Raspberry!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Rubus!idaeus!
Ribwort!Plantain!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Plantago!lanceolata!
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Flowering(Plants(continued…..(
!
Rosebay!Willowherb!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Chamaenerium!angustifolium!
Shepherds!Purse!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Capsella!bursa!pastoris!
Spear!Thistle!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Cirsium!vulgare!
Thyme!Leaved!Speedwell!!!!!!!!!!!Veronica!serpyllifolia!
Welsh!Poppy!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Meconopsis!cambrica!
White!Clover!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Trifolium!repens!
White!Deadnettle!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Lamium!album!
Wood!dock!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Rumex!sanguinius!
!
!
Grasses(((((5(species(
(
Meadow!Foxtail!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Alopecurus!pratensis!
Rough!Meadow!Grass!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Poa!trivialis!
Rye!Grass!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Lolium!perenne!
Smooth!Meadow!Grass!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Poa!pratensis!
Yorkshire!Fog!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Holcus!lanatus!
!
Shrubs:(((((((5(species(
!
bramble!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Rubus!fruticosus!
cotoneaster!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Cotoneaster!integerrima!
dog!rose!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Rosa!canina!
elder!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Sambucus!nigra!
raspberry!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Rubus!idaeus!
!
(
Field Club addendum: 
 

• All animal life is supported by plant life, which directly or 
indirectly provides food.   

 
• Small animals such as slugs, snails and insects are found in 

the Parkland as are larger animals such as rabbits, common 
toad, and Kentish Snail.  

 
• Foxes and badgers almost certainly visit the site as they are 

seen in gardens nearby.   
 

• The former Orchard area is rich in bat life. 
 

• Badger set location known to maintenance personnel. 
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The Ponds of Blackwell Parkland 

and the lost Meadows. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
• Location 

 
• Former Meadows 

 
• DEFRA Maps and Location 

 
• Informal Visit July 2021 

 
• DNA testing for Great Crested Newt 
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The Ponds of Blackwell Parkland and the lost Meadows. 

 
 
The Southside of the Parkland is host to a natural pond 
surrounded by sedges and home to amphibian life including the 
protected Great Crested Newt.  

 

• Recorded as Local Wildlife Site with 34 other Sites in Darlington. 
(“Tees Valley Nature Partnership”)  and designated as a site with 
Great Crested Newt.    

• Recorded in the Council Sustainability Appraisal CDO3 as 
Wildlife Site with “high interest with regards to Great Crested 
Newts; Strengthen and expand known meta-populations by 
carrying out pond creation and management work through the 
“Tees Valley Pondscape Project” (Sustainability Appraisal p128 
Appendix B)   

 

• Pond  to the north of site 403 and Mill Lane: (“Heritage Impact Assessment” 
SD29. Map:p16 & para:5 p.20. “Statement of Significance” SD65 pages 

8,11,16,17,19   

• https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EYJ4tsY2hpC
e4pj9R9vUUQOpzEF5B8ST/view 
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Blackwell Parkland : ‘Naturalised pond. Home to amphibious life, 

surrounded by sedges & reeds’ 

 

There are two additional ponds on the Meadows, which were badly 
damaged during the felling of the trees in preparation for housing 
development in February 2018. 

 
Chestnut fencing and sides of the pond damaged and dredged: February 2018 

 
Second!pond.!Evidence!of!heavy!plant!tracks!and!broken!down!fencing!with!

“unsophisticated”!dredging:!Februry2018 
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Parkland Ponds                !!!!!!!!!
NZ 277 126:NZ 280 130 

 

 
!
!
                               DEFRA:  Great crested newt site. 
!

(
                           DEFRA: Great crested newt site  
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The proposed serpentine lake, crossed at each end by bridges 

!
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Routes of the Watercourse 

  

 
 
The routes of the watercourse on the 1790 map has by the garden boundaries 

of Grangeside (in red). The stream ditch remains between the tree clump to 
the north (in blue) and the highlighted stretch of stream. A low brick wall forms 

the boundary with the pleasure walks that were to be laid out in 1802 along 
the roadside. 
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Informal Visit July 2021 

An informal visit and inspection of the pond was made in July 2021 
by members of the Darlington and Teesdale Naturalists’ Field 
Club.  It was thought that there was scope and sufficient water flow 
to allow the future construction of an overflow pond. 

This additional pond would support the Tees Valley Pondscape 
Project cited in the Council Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal: 

• Recorded in the Council Sustainability Appraisal CDO3 as Wildlife Site 
with “high interest with regards to Great Crested Newts; Strengthen 
and expand known meta-populations by carrying out pond creation and 
management work through the “Tees Valley Pondscape Project” 
(Sustainability Appraisal page 128 Appendix B)   

An appraisal of the two ponds on the Meadows lost to developers 
would also be useful project in support of Appendix B above.  

 

Possible line of the Culvert from the pond on the Parkland leading down 
to Grange road and over into the lower Meadows 

!

Bramfitt.R  Ecosystems Services. Provided by Blackwell Grange 
Parkland 2019. 
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DNA testing for Great Crested Newts 

In April/May 2022 a DNA survey of the Parkland pond would also 
serve to support the meta-population initiative.  

 

https://www.arguk.org/!
!

https://www.arguk.org/getCinvolved/projectsCsurveys/ednaCtestingCforCgreatC
crestedCnewtsCrollsCoutCacrossCengland!

• PondNet is a new national volunteer survey which aims to collect 
information about trends in pond quality and pond species, including 
uncommon plants and animals.  

 

• It is being coordinated by Freshwater Habitats Trust, but ARGUK and 
ARC Trust are both project partners. 

 

• Environmental DNA (eDNA) is an exciting new technique which can 
detect great crested newt DNA in a water body.  

 

• To do this a water sample in May from the target pond, which is then 
tested in a lab (SpyGen) for the presence of the great crested DNA.  

 

• Newt DNA can enter water during reproduction and from excreta and 
shed skin cells.  

 

• Having undertaken trials with SpyGen we know that this technique will 
tell us, with a high level of certainty, whether great crested newts were 
present in the pond during the current breeding season. 
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Finally                                

The biodiversity of the Blackwell Parkland is a heritage asset not 
only for the adjacent community and Parish of Blackwell, but for 
the Borough of Darlington and ultimately the planet 

Without conserving this Parkland biodiversity, we will pass   on to 
future generations a World that is markedly poorer than the one 
we have been privileged to inherit.  

Therefore we have a duty and a role to play to ensure that this 
Historic Parkland and its natural environment are protected for 
generations to come. 

It is through our local communities, individuals and interest 
groups and partnering with the Local Authority that we can 
protect and increase biodiversity and environmental awareness. 

Parkland Heritage Network. August 2021  
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