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Question 1

Policies Map Modification Schedule *Which document/modification does this
representation relate to?

PM15* Please provide the reference number (where
applicable), for example MM1, PM1, MIN1

Question 2

SupportWhat best describes the nature of your
representation?

Question 3 Legally Compliant and Sound

NoDo you consider the Plan, incorporating the
proposed Modification is Sound?

Question 4

Please give details of why you consider the Darlington Local Plan, incorporating the proposed
Modifications to which your representation relates, is not legally compliant or is unsound. Please be
as precise as possible. If you wish to support the Plan or comment on the Sustainability Appraisal
Report Addendum/Habitats Regulations Screening please also use this box to set out your comments.

Support: Green Wedges Policies Map:
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Green Wedge Blackwell Grange Parkland:  AP20.   Council to amend the policies map to extend the
Green Wedge designation so that it is corresponds to the boundary of the Parkland with the built up
area to the West and North (Grangeside, Blackwell Lane, Upsall Drive and Grange Road).

Alterations to Blackwell/Skerne Park and Haughton/Red Hall Green Wedge boundaries retain the
openness and green infrastructure functions of:

The green wedges of Cocker Beck/Mowden, Blackwell/Skerne Park and Haughton/Red Hall.  Police
to protect and enhance the landscape character, setting and identity of the area.

I walk my dog daily on Blackwell Parkland.   I enjoy the openness and expanse of the Parkland. There
is a great variety of trees and birds/wildlife which inhabit the area.  It is a fantastic green space in the
heart of Darlington and should be protected from development now and for future generations.  It is
the entrance to Darlington coming from the A1 south and is beautiful to have treelined avenues and
parks on entering the town.

The Parkland being given a Green Wedge status fantastic, however, it doesn't include the whole
Parkland and the Blands Corner Triangle (Site 403) should be included in the Green Wedge.

Question 5

Please set out what changes you consider necessary to make the Plan legally compliant or sound
and why, thinking about what you identified in Question 4. It will be helpful if you are able to put
forward your suggested revised wording or any policy or text. Please be as precise as possible.

N/A

Add document

Blackwell Parkland TimelineIf you wish to attach supporting files please do so
here. Blackwell Parkland Timeline
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Question 1

Policies Map Modification Schedule *Which document/modification does this
representation relate to?

PM 2* Please provide the reference number (where
applicable), for example MM1, PM1, MIN1

Question 2

ObjectWhat best describes the nature of your
representation?

Question 3 Legally Compliant and Sound

NoDo you consider the Plan, incorporating the
proposed Modification is Sound?

Question 4

Please give details of why you consider the Darlington Local Plan, incorporating the proposed
Modifications to which your representation relates, is not legally compliant or is unsound. Please be
as precise as possible. If you wish to support the Plan or comment on the Sustainability Appraisal
Report Addendum/Habitats Regulations Screening please also use this box to set out your comments.
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I object to MM191, paragraph C - "Removal of Wildlife Site and biodiversity"..... however, I do support
the Restoration of Blackwell Parkland.

The Parkland is a wonderful green space and used daily by many people to exercise and picnic.

Question 5

Please set out what changes you consider necessary to make the Plan legally compliant or sound
and why, thinking about what you identified in Question 4. It will be helpful if you are able to put
forward your suggested revised wording or any policy or text. Please be as precise as possible.

I would like the Triangle (Blands Corner / Site 403) kept as a Wildlife site and included in the Green
Wedge to protect the WHOLE of Blackwell Parkland from development now and in the future.

Add document

Parkland Heritage at Blackwell-Share-PDF.pdfIf you wish to attach supporting files please do so
here.
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The Fragmentation of
Blackwell and the

Erosion of it's 
Green Spaces

(1938 - 2018)
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In 1183, it was described as
one of the "finest old mills in
the north of England". It was
owned by the Bishop of
Durham. Blackwell farmers
were obliged to grind their
corn there until Darlington
council bought the Bishop out
for £2,500 in 1863. The mill
carried on working until 1907.

1800s
‘Blackwell, a neat little
village...pleasantly situated on
the banks of the Tees, and
surrounded by rich meadows,
green pastures, and thriving
trees’. 
 
(Fordyce 1860, vol I, 492 (Archaeo-
Report August 2012. Appendices 4
and 11) .

1938
Demolished in 1938 :  
BLACKWELL MILL



Built in the late 18th Century the Hall was bought by John Allan in about 1810,
who started enlarging it, and beautifying the large gardens which even
contained a tulip tree. In 1930 it was converted it into "a palatial Georgian
hotel". It was bought by Raines Builders for £20,100 in 1965. Despite national
misgivings, they knocked it down. The housing of Blackwell Grove, Briar
Close and Briar Walk are now on its grounds.

1964
Demolished in 1964 with
loss of land: 
BLACKWELL MANOR

A humble hilltop cottage until Sir
Henry Havelock-Allan bought it
in 1880 and turned it into a
seven-bedroom house. The
Manor was demolished in 1964
and now Cypress Grove housing
and the Mormon Church are on
it's site.

1965
Demolished in 1965
with loss of land:  
BLACKWELL HALL



1971
Demolished in 1971 with loss of land: “THE ANGEL” at
Bland’s Corner

1972
Demolished in 1972 with loss
of land: BLACKWELL HILL

Banker Jonathan Backhouse, of
Polam Hall, bought whatever
remained of the Manor in the early
19th Century. In about 1870, Eliza
Barclay, who had been born a
Backhouse and whose life had
been dogged by grief, built the Hill
– perhaps designed by prolific local
architect GG Hoskins. It had seven
bedrooms, six dressing rooms and
splendid views, Eliza probably built
it as a boarding school, or possibly
an orphanage, for working-class
children to learn to be servants and
so escape poverty. 

Bland’s Corner was previously known
as Angel Corner after its pub. ‘The
Angel’ closed in 1873 and was
converted into a Sunday school,
which was demolished in 1971. Now
it is Evans Halshaw's car dealership,
and next to it is a Second World War
pill-box, built to defend Darlington
from invading Germans. 

After Eliza's death, Edward Backhouse Mounsey converted it into a private
house, and in 1944 it became the home of John Neasham, motor dealer and
director of Darlington Football Club. In 1972, it was sold for £140,000,
demolished and Farrholme was built on its site. Its gateposts, tower
gatehouse and the crenellated wall for its fruit garden remain.



1982-1990s:  
Loss of Land ie:  ‘Development Creep’  (Commencing1964)-:
Housing development on the fringes of the Parkland and Grange Estate.
‘Grangeside’ and  ‘The Spinney’ on South East.   Upsall Drive housing on
the former nursery gardens of Blackwell Grange

2015/2016
Demolition and Land Sale at Blackwell Meadows: 

Demolished: The Stables 
The stables which were separate from the demolished Blackwell Hall, and
part of an earlier manor house.

Demolished: Blackwell Golf Clubhouse 
The Clubhouse was called the ‘British Pavilion’. The old clubhouse was of
historic importance to the heritage of Blackwell. In Norwegian style and
dating to 1930, when it was bought and shipped in pieces from the Trade
Fair in Antwerp by local Auctioneer Stanley Robinson .



2018
Loss of Land: Meadows / Havelock-Allan Fields to developers.

Land loss:  
Approximately 12 ha which was an extension of the large gardens of the
demolished Blackwell Hall dating back to early 19th Century, and known locally
as the Meadows or Havelock-Allan Fields. The land was sold to developers and
planning permission given for over 50 detached homes. 

Tree Felling: 
In February 2018 over 200 trees were felled on the land and habitats severely
disturbed and/or destroyed, and many ancient specimens lost.



2020
“Local Green Space Submission” and Local Plan: 2016-2036
Loss of the Meadows/Fields in 2018 removed 1/3 of the remaining green
spaces illustrating the slow but clear fragmentation and erosion of the area
since the 1860 description:

“a neat little village...pleasantly situated on the banks of the Tees, and
surrounded by rich meadows, green pastures, and thriving trees”

 https://friendsoftheearth.uk/nature/one-
communitys-fight-save-historic-parkland

Friends of the Earth's Article - One Community's Fight to
Save Historic Parkland. 

2021
Secretary of State appointed Inspector, January 4th 2021, to
examine the Council Local Plan with regard for soundness,
legality and sustainability.   

“Local Green Space Submission” made in August 2020 by the Parkland
Heritage Network in order to protect the Parkland.
Community concerns of further loss of former arable land to the south east of
the Historic Parkland, potentially continuing this fragmentation and erosion of
Blackwell over the past 90 years.

https://friendsoftheearth.uk/nature/one-communitys-fight-save-historic-parkland


Follow us on Facebook @ParklandHeritage

Sir Mark Anthony Havelock-Allan QC presents the
Parkland Heritage Network study to 

Cllr Heather Scott OBE, Leader of the
 Darlington Borough Council 

https://www.facebook.com/parklandheritage


Parkland Heritage at Blackwell 

“HERITAGE ASSETS :  A RESOLUTION” 

 

 
The Parkland in History   ( DL3	  8QH) 

 
‘Blackwell Grange sits on top of layers of history which each have a 
story to tell. The remarkable survival of pre-golf course features of 

more than one period is unusual.’	  (Archaeo-‐Report	  2012)	  
	  

“Area of Parkland which meets English Heritage criteria for 
designation as a Registered Parkland.  (ZONE 3) (p	  41	  Archaeo-‐Report	  2012)	  
	  

‘The presence of ridge and furrow in a Parkland is common, but the 
ability to identify the pre-English Parkland scene amongst the later 

naturalistic styles is unusual and raises this Parkland to a status that 
may well merit designation.”   (Archaeo-‐Report	  2012) 

 

The Historic Parkland Today  (DL3	  8QH)	  
https://www.facebook.com/parklandheritage/	  	  	  	  
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THE HISTORIC  BLACKWELL GRANGE PARKLAND 
AND THE  ‘TOWN HOUSE RESOLUTION’ 

	  
The	  Grange	  Parkland	  in	  History	  

	  
WHERE DID IT COME FROM? 

"The	  Town	  House	  Resolution"	  was	  reached	  as	  a	  result	  of	  a	  very	  lengthy	  journey:	  
• A	  6	  Part	  Community	  Study	  carried	  out	  over	  a	  period	  of	  14	  months.	  
• An	  analysis	  of	  the	  Draft	  Local	  Plan	  and	  community	  comments.	  
• The	  work	  of	  at	  least	  3	  campaign	  groups	  which	  began	  in	  2013	  
• A	  very	  detailed	  historic	  and	  environmental	  study	  &	  report	  commissioned	  in	  

2012	  (Archaeo-‐Environment	  ‘Statement	  of	  Significance)	  

	  
The	  Parkland	  Today	  

	  
HOW WAS IT PUT TOGETHER? 

• In	  February	  2019	  at	  the	  end	  of	  an	  information	  gathering	  stay	  in	  Darlington,	  
Sir	   Mark	   Anthony	   Havelock	   Allan	   QC,	   met	   with	   'key'	   campaigners	   and	  
community	  people.	  	  

• Under	   the	   umbrella	   of	   the	   ‘Parkland	   Heritage	   Network’,	   the	   detail	   and	  
proposal	  of	  a	  ‘New	  Park	  for	  Darlington’,	  a	  ‘natural	  park’	  was	  the	  result	  of	  a	  
meeting	  at	   the	   "Town	  House"	  Houndgate,	   between	  Chris	   Lloyd,	   journalist	  
and	   historian,	   Sir	   Mark	   and	   Angela	   and	  Michael	   Green	   freelance	   writers	  
and	  campaigners.	  

	  
HOW IS PARKLAND HERITAGE SUPPORTED? 

The	  Heritage	  Resolution	  is	  endorsed	  by:	  
• A	  wide	  ‘advisory	  network’	  of	  the	  well-‐informed.	  
• Local	  campaign	  groups	  
• Members	  of	  Friends	  of	  the	  Earth.	  Local	  and	  National	  
• Local	  Green	  Party	  members	  
• All	  candidates	  of	  the	  May	  2019	  Local	  Elections	  for	  Park	  West	  
• The	  	  Elected	  Members	  (Councillors)	  of	  the	  Park	  West	  Ward.	  
• Individual	  environmental/heritage	  campaigners	  
• The	  wider	  community	  
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WHAT IS SPECIAL ABOUT THIS HISTORIC 
PARKLAND? 

The	   Blackwell	   Grange	   Parkland	   has	   survived	   the	   centuries	   extending	   back	   to	  
medieval	  times.	   It	   is	  a	  valued	  green	  space	  for	  future	  generations,	  with	  its	  wildlife	  
habitats	  and	  historic	  significance.	   It	   is	   the	   last	  of	   the	   ‘Georgian	  Pleasure	  Parks	  of	  
Darlington.’	  Created	  between	  1802-‐1820. 

	  
A	  place	  of	  tranquillity	  and	  peace,	  special	  to	  the	  Community.	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
“THE RESOLUTION” 

 

• That	  the	  Historic	  Blackwell	  Parkland,	  Darlington	  Co.Durham	  be	  
removed	  from	  the	  Draft	  Local	  Plan	  2018.	  	  ie	  Blackwell	  Grange	  
East	  (Site	  009)	  
	  

• Consideration	  to	  be	  made	  for	  a	  conservation	  area.	  The	  Blackwell	  
Grange	  listed	  building	  	  DL3	  8QH	  sitting	  within	  a	  defined	  
curtilage.	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

• This	  protective	  curtilage	  without	  interruption,	  intrusion	  or	  
disturbance	  from	  future	  development.	  	  	  

	  

	  
	  	  A	  Valued	  Green	  Space	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  https://1drv.ms/v/s!Avw4hDeO68AvgQQtHgnAideRHayN	  
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TO WHOM IS IT PRESENTED? 

The	  Resolution	   has	   been	   presented	   in	  written	   form	   to	  Officers	   and	   Elected	  members	   of	  
DBC.	  It	  is	  held	  by	  the	  Legal	  Planning	  Consultants	  who	  will	  represent	  the	  ‘Network’	  at	  any	  
future	  formal	  stage	  of	  the	  Planning	  Process.	  It	  will	  be	  presented	  formally	  along	  with	  other	  
evidence	   of	   over	   300+	   signed	   copies	   of	   the	   resolution	   and	   evidence	   of	   the	   online-‐
resolution	  	  of	  1250+	  signatures.	  
 

CLIMATE CHANGE. 
The	   2019	   UN	   Report	   on	   Climate	   Change	   (2019)	   has	   helped	   us	   to	   focus	   on	   a	   recently	  
complete	   environmental	   study	   of	   the	   Parkland	   by	   one	  member	   of	   the	   “Network	   of	   the	  
Well	  Informed.”	  The	  statistics	  show	  the	  levels	  by	  which	  the	  air	  quality	  is	  enhanced	  by	  the	  
amount	   of	   Oxygen	   produced	   by	   the	   672	   trees	   on	   the	   Parkland	   and	   the	   Carbon	   Dioxide	  
removed.	  The	  study	  also	  deals	  with	  the	  benefits	  of	  water	  filtration,	  and	  energy	  savings	  and	  
carbon	  footprint,	  mitigating	  climate	  damage.	  	  
 

LEARN MORE AND SUPPORT 
To	  learn	  more	  about	  preserving	  the	  Parkland,	  the	  various	  campaign	  groups,	  and	  to	  
give	  your	  support	  for	  the	  Resolution	  and	  a	  new	  Park	  go	  to:	  

	  
Facebook:	  @parklandheritage	  
intstagram:	  #lovedarlotrees	  	  	  

	  Facebook:	  Preserve	  Historic	  Blackwell	  Grange	  Parkland	  “Say	  NO”	  
 

Further Video Links 
 

https://friendsoftheearth.uk/trees/trees-‐love-‐affair	  
	  

https://friendsoftheearth.uk/trees/friends-‐earth-‐reveals-‐frontlines-‐fight-‐trees	  
	  

https://friendsoftheearth.uk/trees/one-‐communitys-‐fight-‐save-‐historic-‐
parkland	  

	  
https://1drv.ms/v/s!Avw4hDeO68AvgQQtHgnAideRHayN	  

	  
https://vimeo.com/275526804	  

	  
	  

 
#lovedarlotrees




