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Ecology Reportor the Skerningham Area

1.0Introduction
1.1Summary

Verde Ecology Consultamayas commissioned by Friends of the Eaflarlington Branchto
undertake arEnvironmentalAssessment of an area of latwithe north east of Darlington around
the Skerningham area. The area is the proposed site foNtiréh Darlington Skerningham Garden
Communitywhich will compriseamong other things4,500 new houses, a community hub, cafes,
schoolsshops and a new golf course with club house and facilities for Darlington Galf Club

A number ofhabitat types were&corded within the site during the Phase 1 Syrwehich formed
part of the basic tool with théabitat<descriptiors following a more organic flow:

Planted broadleaved woodland

Arable

Hedgerows withveteran tees

Ponds both temporary and permanent

River

Floodplain

Seminatural woodland

Semiimproved neutral grasslandith ridge and furrow features of historical interest
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A number of these mapped habitats form part of theopity habitatsas per INCC UK Biodiversity
Action Plan (Revised 201 byoadleavedvoodland, ponds and hedgerowarable field margins
veteran trees

Thecentral farmland area of the sitaffers open countrysideaccessible via a network of paths. The
connectivity povided by the field margins provides a valuable link to the wider environment.

The proposals may result in the following potential impacts:

Loss of connectivity through the landscape for a rangmafmalandbird species

Loss of extent of areas o&rbon capture

Expansio2 ¥ (G KS dzNBly FNBIF Ayid2 | GKAIK ljdzZftAdeésg O2
Loss of extent of priority habitats and priordgpecies, includingeteran and ancient trees

Disturbance of commuting and/or foraging bats due to light spillage

Degradationof priority habitats due teurfacerunoff

Potential flooding effects in Darlington due to floodplain loss
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1.2Background

It is important wherstudyingthe definedarea not to take the area reviewed in isolation but how it

WFAGA AYyidi2Q GKS fFyRAOFLIS Fta || ¢gK2fSd ¢KS {{SNYA
Scientific Interest in terms of its faanflora, geology or natural featuré&sNJ WRS & Aukey I G SRQ VY I
reserves or habitatdut it provides an important link or corridor between other outlying habitats
Removinghesehabitatsfrom the overall landscapkalts this linked up structure. Imagine driving

down a motorway of smoothly laid tarmac only to certo a dead end and being able to see the

road a few kilometres away but having no way of getting to it.

Ly GKS LI ad ¢S KIF@S 02y 0Sy i NIDésgRated sites CkRogah S NIJA y I
Wildlife Sitesand Local Natur&eserve¢LNRhavebeen focused on but this has resulted in

producing arisolated oasis dfiabitats which are in a favourable condition for wildlife but with no

link between them. Areas between, like the Skerningham area, may not have been prioritised for
conservatio2 NOWSRQ | ff GKS 062ESA& Ay, baiNFGNdimmriafA G Ay a2
part overall by supporting wildlife and does provide habitats that are prioritised under the Local

Biodiversity Action Plan. The area provides an essential refuge foifevitdits own rightacting as a

stepping stone, corridor and buffer zone. It links and protects other open spaces around the

Darlington area.

Darlington Rights of Way Improvement P{&OWIPyomprises many agendaasmong others:

T ¢KS ySg SYLKIFIaAAa 2y KSIfdke tAFSadtetsSay ¢KS 02«
willingness to engage in healthy activities.
w A new focus on the importance of local distinctiveness and its important role in securing a sense
of identity: Being awaref where you live, and how and why it is special, is closely linked with
GKSNBE | LI I OS waraiaQ Ay (GKS Sy@ANRYYSylGo
w The importance for people to understand the vital link with the natural world, browdiaut
through concerns over climate change and martyeotenvironmental issues.

The Skerningham area offers accessible countryside right on the edge of the north east of Darlington
urbanised area allowing access from the doorstep for many people to explore their countryside.
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allows all of the public to have sustainable access to quality countryside. Countryside where they

may experience the full richness of an unpolluted armetitverse environment, as well as one that

encourages healthy and safe tra@e
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servicest provides The definition of eosystem servicaseingQ 0 ¢ufuts, caoditions or processes
of natural systems that benefit humans or enhance social welfare

SkerninghanCommunity Woodland, despite having had minimal publicity, is beginning the process
of becoming a part of the cultural landscape of Darlington, as well as being a desirable physical
feature, loved by a few at present, but soon to be a very popular localisrerdearing features can

be listed:

1. Itis an area of Open Access.

2. The paths that run through it provide a clear sense of direction, but not by simply providing a
single route through; once in Skerningham, people can wander through the woodialfaging
a whole selection of different paths.

3. Itis alarge expanse of Open Access land (Nearly 100 acres in total)
4. People have a sense of confidence in knowing that they are allowed to be there.
5. This woodland is an area important for landseand biodiversity reasons.

As a recently planted woodland, close to two older areas of woodland, and being near to the
banks of the Skerne, this new area of Open Access land is fundamentally attractive, giving
people a sense of tranquillity. This rechntreated area of public open space is only a ten

minute walk from housingy 5 I NI A y 3 ( 2 y Q&husyfettevdiirfg $heldeed FoNahn yrd S H
0 KS WR approkkhio Sdcégsibilityo the countryside in comparison with driving outside of
your local aea.

hyS 2F GKS (Seé AadaadzSa F2N) GKS 5IFNIAy3Id2y wh2Lt A
and hence percentage of accessible woodland around Darlington, given that the Borough has %4 of

the average national tree cover percentage, whichisandtf ¥ 2y S 2F (R t26Sad A
planting of the Skerningha@ommunity Woodlandias moved towardgulfilling this objective.

The pathways in the Skerningham area also link up with the outlying Ketton Caeuithtrigs more
extensive crisgrossingf old byways and highways aatlowing further connections between town
and countryside and thus breaking down barrieketton Country provides a wonderful extension
for exploring further afield from Skerningham and has historical linkstél© 2 dzy dba? fiding
history with its ancient waysSaltersLane and Coal Streeaind historical features like the Ketton
Packuorse Bridge

The Skerne Walk according®arlington Field Paths, Ketton Footpathg CP NicholsoffA paper

read to the Dalington and Teesdale Natufad G & Q C inSchésed ©aAB HY A 4 NP dzy R 0 &
2SfakK az2dzy/ilrAyaQQe ! I3FAy (GKAa FT2Nxa LING 2F GKS
Woodland area.



View towards the Welsh Mountains
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Ketton PackorseBridge

This report seks to identify baseline conditions at the site and thereby assess potential
impacts of the proposals on priority habitats, protected and priority species sites within the
zone of influenceand demonstrate biodiversitghangesThe UK Government has

announced new English developments will be required to demonstrate a 10% increase in
biodiversity on or near development sitekhe Chancell@ 2019 spring statement indicated
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The site is located in a rural location, north east of the Harrowgate Hill area lifigdan
and east of Beaumont Haind west of Barmptoim the borough of Darlington

The OS National Grid referenfe the centre of the site iNZ305185The site is bordered
to the north by compartments of plantation woodlan@Vider land use is predominantly
agricultural The nearest watercourse is th&ver Skerne to the nortwhich isa major
tributary of theRiver TeesSeveralvernalponds are scattered throughoute farmlandand
within the margins of the woodland and River SkerRigure 1 shows the site location and
surroundingarea.
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Figure 1

2.0Methodology and Legislation

2.1SupportingSources

The Environmental Recordddnmation Centre (ERIC) North East was contacted for
information regarding protected species and nature conservation sites within 2km of the
proposed development site. Google Earth and the Multi Agency Geographic Information for
the Countryside (MAGIC) wsite were accessed to study aerial imagery of the site and the
surrounding area and to access further habitat and species information respectively.
Parlington Field Paths, Ketton Footpathg CP NicholsofA paper read to the Dangton and
TeesdaldNaturdA &4 G & Q C A Parlihgtont Rights of WegyRmprovement Plamd

Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 information regarding accessibility and vision for
the future of access. Habitat and species information finCC UK Biodiversity Actidian
(Revised 2011)Durham Biodiversity Action Pladedgelink UK, Ancient Tree Forutata
collected in the field and informal data from members of Friends of Skerningham Woods,
Friends of the EarttDarlington Branch. Overall background of the area gedt from

informal interviews with former Darlington Borough Council Greenspaces Officer
Floodplain information from Flood Risk Sequential & Exception Tests, Darlington Borough
Council December 2020 and Environment Agency

2.2Field Survey Methodologyiming

In order to map the habitats and landscape features of Skerningham Woodberdrrounding

area several visits were undertaken. These habitats and features were mapped using the Phase 1
Habitat Survey method with a more organic approach used &bitats such as woodlands and
hedgerovs.



A Veteran and Ancient Tree survey was undertakeasuring thediameterat breast height to
calculate eaclspeciesageand categorise their status.

Field surveys were carried out between January and March 2021.

2.3Legislation

This assessment focuses on those species afforded full protection under the Conservation of
Habitats and Species Regulations 2019, the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)
and the Protection of Badgers Act 1992. Also includetiwithis assessment are those

species considered to be of local and/or national importance through their designation as a
Durham Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) species or via their listing within Section 41 of the
Natural Environment and Rural Communitéest 2006.

In addition to thisncluded arespecies considered to be listed species within the Convention

on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) entered into force on 1 July 1975 and
LYGSNYFGA2Yy It ' yvAz2y F2N /< YkspdiBslaie asdighed2 T bl (d
conservationdesignationsverseen and collated by the JINCC using the internationally

accepted Red List guidelines developed by the International Union for Conservation of

Nature

A very brief summary of the protection that the currentilggtion provides is as follows.
The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2019 make it illegal to:

w Deliberately capture, injure or kill a European Protected Species (EPS)
w Delikerately disturb an EPS
w Damage or destroy a resting place used by an EPS

Disturbance of includes in particular any disturbance which is likely to:

w Impair their ability to survive, breed, reproduce, rear or nurture th@ung, hibernate or
migrate

w Affect significantly the local distribution or abundance of the speiesghich they
belong



The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 makes it illegal to:

w Intentionally kill, injure or take any wild bird

w Intentionally take, damage or destroyamest of any wild bird whilst is in use or being
built

w Intentionally take or destroy the egg of any wild bird

w Intentionally capture, Kilbr injure animaldisted onSchedule 5 othe Act (e.g.red
squirrel, water vole)

w Damage, destroy asbstruct any structure or place used for shelterdsymals listed on
Schedule 5 of theAct

w Disturb animals listed on Schedule 5 when occupying a place usshkfiber

The Protection of Badgers Act 1992 makes it illegal to:

w Kill, injure or take &adger
w Cruelly illtreat a badger
w Interfere with a badger sett

Under the Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act (2006), all local
authorities have a statutory obligation to conserve and enhance biodiversity when
exercising their functionsncluding planning and development decisions. As such, this
assessment also considers those priority species listed under Section 41 of the Act.

UnderCountryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 iaumethe right to walk, ride, cycle and

drive on public rights of way in the countryside. Public rights of way include footpaths,
byways and bridleways. Public rights of way are listed and described in Definitive Maps and
Statements (legal records of public rights of way).

2.4 Limitations

Due to the @adline for the submission of this report to Friends of the Earth (Darlington)

the Phase 1 Habit&urvey was undertaken outside of the optimal survey period of late

April to midOctober (JNCC, 2010) and therefore some species, particularly vascular plants
may be underrecorded. There was no constraint in recording or identifying trees in the
field.

Some of the records from ERIC NE were 10sy@dror more with no new records
corroborated. For these recordsm some instancesve relied on members of Femds of the
Earth (Darlington) or members of the public.
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3.0SITE SURVEY AND ASSESSMENT

3.1Protected and Priority Species Records (Desk Study)

Data received from ERIC NE revealed a relatively wide dataset of protected and notable
species withirkkm of the development site. Data was filtered to dates from 2010 to 2020.
The figures belovghowrecordsof protected and notable species separated into birds (Fig

1), mammals (Fig 2) and Lepidoptera (Fig 3).

Figure 1

Correct andConsideredCorrect Sigtings of Protected and Notable Species

Date:From2010to 2020

Birds
SpeciesCommon Name Latin Name DBAP | S4f1 CITES | UK REL

List
Barn Owl Tyto alba X X
Bewick's Swan Cygnus columbianus
Blackbird Turdus merula
Chroicocephalus
Blackheaded Gull ridibundus
Cyanistes caeruleus

Blue Tit
Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula
Buzzard Buteo buteo X
Carrion Crow Corvus corone
Coal Tit Periparus ater
Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto
Common Gull Larus canus
Crane Grus grus X
Cuckoo # Cuculus canorus -
Dipper Cinclus cinclus
Dunnock Prunella modularis
Fieldfaret Turdus pilaris
Grasshopper Warbler # Carduelis carduelis \
Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria X
Goldfinch Cardueligarduelis
Goosander Mergus merganser
Great Blaclbacked Gull Larus marinus
Great Spotted Woodpecker | Dendrocopos major
Great Tit Parus major
Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus
Green Woodpecker Picus viridis
Greenfinch Carduelis chloris
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea
Grey Partridge Perdix perdix X X
Grey Wagtall Motacilla cinerea X \
House Martin Delichon urbicum X ]
House Sparrow Passer domesticus X X |
Jackdaw Corvus monedula
Kestrel Falco tinnunculus X X
Kingfisher Alcedo atthis
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Lapwing

Vanellus vanellus

Lesser Redpoll #

Acanthis cabaret

Linnet

Linaria cannabina

Magpie Pica pica

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos
Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus
Meadow Pipit Anthuspratensis

Mistle Thrush # Turdus viscivorus

Mute Swan # Cygnus olor

Moorhen Gallinula chloropus
Nuthatch Sitta europaea

Osprey Pandion haliaetus
Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus
Pheasant Phasianus colchicus
PiedWagtall Motacilla alba

Red Kite Milvus milvus

Redwing# Turdus iliacus -
Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus
Robin Erithacus rubecula
Rock Dove Columba livia

Rook Corvus frugilegus

Rosecoloured Starling

Pastor roseus

Roughlegged Buzzard

Buteo lagopus

Yellowhammer

Emberiza citrinella

Yellowlegged Gull

Larus michahellis

Skylark Alauda arvensis T
Smew Mergellus albellus
Snipe Gallinago gallinago
Song Thrush Turdus philomelos
Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus

Starling Sturnus vulgaris

Stock Dove Columba oenas
Swallow Hirundo rustica

Swift Apus apus

Tawny Owl Strix aluco

Teal # Anas crecca

Tree Sparrow Passer montanus -
Treecreeper Certhia familiaris
Water Rail Rallus aquaticus
Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus
Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe
Whinchat Saxicola rubetra
Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus

Willow Tit # Poecile montanus
Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus
Woodpigeon Columba palumbus
Wren Troglodytes troglodytes

Yellow Wagtai#

Motacilla flava

# Unconfirmed sightings from member of the public

[EEN
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Figure 2

Correct andConsideredCorrect Sightings of Protected and Notalfpecies
Date:From2010to 2020

Mammal
SpeciesCommon Name Latin Name DBAP | sS4t CITES | UK UK
RED |BAP
List
Arvicola X X X
amphibius
European Water Vole
Lepus europaeus| x X X
Brown Hare
Plecotus auritus | x X
Brown Longeared Bat
Pipistrellus
pipistrellus
CommonPipistrelle
Meles meles X
Eurasian Badger
Lutra lutra X X X
European Otter
Micromys X X
minutus
Harvest Mouse
Nyctalus noctula | x X
Noctule
Capreolus
capreolus
Roe Deer
Pipistrellus X X
pygmaeus
Soprano Pipistrelle
Mustela nivalis
Weasel
Erinaceus X X
europaeus

West European Hedgehog
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Figure 3

Correct andConsideredCorrect Sightings of Protected and Notabl¢
Species
Date:From2010to 2020
Lepidoptera
SpeciesCommonName Latin Name UKBAP| S4F
Wall Brown Lasiommata megera X X
Mouse Moth Amphipyra tragopoginis| x X
Small Squarspot Diarsia rubi X X
Cinnabar Tyria jacobaeae X X

! Durham Biodiversity Action Plan priority species

21n England many of our rarest antbst threatened species are listed under Section 41 (S41) of

the 2006 Natural Environment and Rural CommunitiSRTAct. Outcome 3 of the

D 2 @S Ny Bi&liyersd&2026trategy contains an ambition to ensure tHBy 2020, we will

see an overall improvement in the status of our wildlife and will have prevented further human
AYRdzZOSR SElGAYyOiGA2ya Photedidz sy RiIBNEBIFFOXFR aWIOr §
species is key to delivering this outcome.

%Listed species within the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species

* InternationalUnionfor Conservatiorof b | (i dA&BLtE Speciesecognisecn the UKRed
List.Red lists are a globally recognised way of identifying the threat of extinction to species,
using the internationally accepted Red List guidelines developed by the International Union for
Conservation of Nature
Rel - Critically Endangered

- Endangered

- Vulnerable
Green- Least Concern

UK Biodiversity Action Plan priority species
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Statutory and NofStatutory Nature Conservatiorp&cies(Desk Study).

Data received from ERIC NE reveale€dlaively wide dataset of neprotected and notable
species within 2km of the development site. Data was filtered to dates from 2010 to 2020.
The figures belovghow recorded oprotected and notable species separated into birds (Fig

4), mammals (Fig 5) driLepidoptera (Fig 6).

Figure 4

Correct andConsideredCorrect Sightings dflon - Protected and Notable Species

Date:From2010to 2020
Birds

SpeciesCommon Name

Latin Name

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla
Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs
Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita

Longtailed Tit

Aegithalos caudatus

Reed Warbler

Acrocephalus scirpaceus

Sedge Warbler

Acrocephalus schoenobaenus

Figure 5

Correct andConsideredCorrect Sightings dflon - Protected and Notable Species

Date:From2010to 2020
Mammal

Species Common Name

Latin Name

Wood Mouse Apodemus sylvaticus
Bank Vole Myodes glareolus
European Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus
Brown Rat Rattus norvegicus
European Mole Talpa europea

Red Fox Vulpes vulpes

Chinese Muntjac

Muntiacus reevesi

Eastern Grey Squirrel

Sciurus carolinensis

American Mink

Neovison

Figure6

Correct andConsideredCorrect Sightings dflon - Protected and Notable Species

Date:From2010to 2020
Lepidoptera

Species Common Name Latin Name

Small Tortoiseshell Aglaisurticae

Orange Tip Anthocharis cardamines
Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus
Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus
Peacock Inachis io

Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas
Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina
Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria

Large White Pieris brassicae
Greenveined White Pieris napi

Small White Pieris rapae

Comma Polygonia ealbum

Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvestris
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Red Admiral

Vanessa atalanta

Painted Lady

Vanessa cardui

Maple Button

Acleris forsskaleana

Heart & Dart

Agrotis exclamationis

Twenty-plume Moth

Alucita hexadactyla

Shoulder Stripe Anticlea badiata
Light Arches Apamea lithoxylaea
Dark Arches Apamea monoglypha
Bee Moth Aphomia sociella
Silver Y Autographa gamma

Common White Wave

Cabera pusaria

Longhorned Flatbody

Carcinaguercana

Common Marbled Carpet

Chloroclysta truncata

Scalloped Oak

Crocallis elinguaria

Marbled Beauty

Cryphia domestica

Common Plume

Emmelina monodactyla

White-shouldered House&noth

Endrosis sarcitrella

Light Brown Applenoth

Epiphyas postvittana

Common Carpet

Epirrhoe alternata

Mottled Pug Eupithecia exiguata
Toadflax Pug Eupithecia linariata
Small Magpie Eurrhypara hortulata
Garden Pebble Evergestis forficalis
Riband Wave Idaea aversata

Small Dusty Wave

Idaea seriata

Hummingbird Hawkmoth

Macroglossum stellatarum

Lesser Yellow Underwing

Noctua comes

Lesser Broatbordered Yellow Underwing

Noctua janthe

Large Yellow Underwing

Noctua pronuba

Common Quaker

Orthosia cerasi

Hebrew Character

Orthosia gothica

Swallowtailed Moth

Ourapteryxsambucaria

Small Yellow Underwing

Panemeria tenebrata

Willow Beauty

Peribatodes rhomboidaria

Angle Shades

Phlogophora meticulosa

Common Grey

Scoparia ambigualis

Early Thorn

Selenia dentaria

Straw Underwing

Thalpophila matura

Juniper Carpet

Therajuniperata

Pale Straw Pearl

Udea lutealis

Garden Carpet

Xanthorhoe fluctuata

Silverground Carpet

Xanthorhoe montanata

Doublesquare Spot

Xestia triangulum

Early Grey

Xylocampa areola

Fanfoot

Zanclognatha tarsipennalis

16



3.2 Statutory and NofStatutoryProtected and Priority Species

The Durham Biodiversity Action Plan (DBAP) builds on the UK National Biodiversity Action Plan and
contains action plans for a wide range of species and habitats, delivered through the Durham
Biodiversity ActiorPlan Partnership.

Biodiversity

W, A2RAGSNEAGE YSIya (GKS o0A2ft23A0Ftf RAGSNBRAGE 27
flowering plants to mammals, fls, insects and bacteria. It includes common species, those that are

under threat and thehabitats that humans, plants and animals depend on. The character and

biodiversity of the landscape are closely linked. Many of the features that contribute most to our
appreciation of the landscapédrees and hedges, ancient woodlands, the flowers dfrakadows,

pasturesand heathsk N 'y SaaSydAlf LI NI 2F Ad&a 0A2RADSNEA

http://www.durhamlandscape.info

Data collected from the Skerningham area show that there are mspegief birds and mammals
and plant speciethat are considered as priority species with the DBAP.

3.2.1 Birds
The barn owlTyto alba)has been recorded in this area and is one of our iconic farmland species.

Threats

1 Loss of rough grassland habitathis would includesemiimprovedneutral graslands such as the
ones in the Skerningham area

f Loss of suitable nest sites due to decline in the number of hedgerow trees, and-the re
development of farm building®lso with the removal of veteran and ancient trees from within
hedgerows

1 Increased deathsf barn owls from road accidentiie to increase on road building

1 Harsh winter weather

Durham BAP Target and overall vision:
Wision Statement-or barn owls to occupy a larger range and in increased nunibers

Farmland birds such as thienet (Linariacannabing, tree sparrow (Passer montanysskylark

(Alauda arvensjsreedbunting (Emberiza schoeniclygellow wagtail(Motacilla flavg, lapwing
(Vanellus vanellyscurlew (Numenius arquatg snipe (Gallinago gallinagp cuckoo(Cuculus

canorug, grey partridge (Perdix perdik kestrel (Falco tinnunculysmistle thrush(Turdus viscivorQs
swallow (Hirundo rustic® grasshopper warblefLocustella naeviehave been recordedlhey are

again priority species within the DBAFhese speies have beemleclining nationally since the early
WB0sdue to intensified farmingrad loss of nesting habitat. Targets have been set to halt and reverse
this decline by 2020.

The moredrbanand garden wildlifs? 6 A NXR prioritylsiSeg&ies M@ude the recorddwuse
sparrow (Passer domesticustarling (Sturnus vulgarjs songthrush(Turdusphilomelo$, house
martin (Delichon urbicum swift (Apus apugbut are not confined to urban areasm County Durham
the song thrushstarlingandhouse sparrowopulations are fairly stable at low numbers and again
are iconic species which can teognised in our gardens.

Priority specieshat are associated with scrub and woodland incllgeserredpoll (Acanthis
cabaret) red kite (Milvus milvus)willow warbler (Phylloscopus trochilus)illow tit (Poecile
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montanug. Without management and conservation of these habitats in the Skerningham area a
decline may be seen in these species.

3.22 Mammals

The DBAP Priorit§pecies recorded in the araacludebadger (Meles mele a number of bat
species, brown har@_epus europaelishedgehodErinaceus europaey®tter (Lutra lutrg) and
water vole(Arvicolaamphibious)

Threats

The main threats to farmland birds and mammals as stated by NE England Nature Partnership, DBAP
are:

1 Shortage of winter foodSeed-rich stubbles have been replaced by winter planting, and mixed
farming by monoculturesThis is a particular problem for gobunting, linnet, tree sparrow and
brown hare.

1 Shortage of spring food for chickBesticides have removed insect life from many farms, silage
production has replaced flowaich meadows, and drainage has reduced wet areas for insect
breeding.

1 Loss of neing habitat: Silage cutting makes grassland unsuitable for grenesting birds and
disturbs brown hare during the breeding seasdiiinter cereals are too tall and dense to allow
access by ground nesting birds after May, and field boundaries are |latshévand less
suitable. This affects skylark, curlew, redshank, snipe, lapwing and brown hare.

1 Nest destruction Increased stocking rates and increased spraying, rolling and harrowing can all
destroy nests and reduce chick survival for the ground ngdiirds.

1 Removal of scrub and loss of rank vegetation reduces suitable breeding areas for some species
like reed bunting.

71 Drainageis a particular problem, reducing the availability of invertebrate food, and thereby the
availability of suitable nestingjtes. Curlew, snipe, redshank, lapwing and yellow wagtail are
particularly affected.

1 Hedgerowloss in particular the loss of mature hedgerow trees, has reduced natural nesting
sites for species such as tree sparrow

1 Habitat isolationhas a big effect onorn bunting, which is a fairly sedentary bird, and is
AYONBl aArAy3dte AaztlGSR o0& &ad2NNRdzy RAYy 3 dzy Tl @2 dzNI

(Some of the species noted abogeh (1 K A Y héMe Konedén iiegoftled in the Skerningham area
but are part of the DBAP Priority Species)
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3.2.3 Amphibians

There have been several unconfirmed recordinggreét crestednewts (Tritusus cristatusn the
Skerningham area. These repostsould not be discounted. Unfortunately a survey could not be
completed due to the time of yeaf.he DPARIso notes an extensive population has been recorded
in the lowlands around Darlington.

Threats

1 Habitat loss due to development, despite legal protection
1 Loss of unrecorded population$kerningham aremtroduction of fish to ponds and removal of
ponds

3.2.4 Plants
Priority SpeciesBlack PoplaPopulus nigra)

Black poplar trees are found in two main locations in Skerningham. A nialagke poplar tree is
found next to the existing golf course adjacent to the arable land, access to the tigicglt due to
flooding. Cuttings from that tree were taken and planted in Skerningham Woods as part of a
community project with David Bellamy, which invahahildren helping to plant the tree cuttings.
Thoseblackpoplars are now mature trees formirggcircle around a burial site at the top of
SkerninghanwWoods.

The black poplar is a priority species with the DBAP for its status as an endangered and rare native
timber tree. Therare thought to be less than 3000 individuals remaining. It prefers weddiend
and streams and lowland floodplains so fits well into the Skerningham floodplain landscape.

Records dating over the last 8ars are almost entirely from the Darlingtarea. Some of he black
poplarsin this areawere planted up as part of thBlack Poplar Projegtith more mature existing
exampledn Skerningham in the hedgerow just over Glé&ad railway bridgeThe project was a
collaboration between The Countryside Agency, Darlington Borough Council and Durham Wildlife
Trust and worked witlschools and community groups to record location and numbers and collect
cuttings. It was backed by Professor David Bellamy.
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Black poplar (Courtesy of David Clark)

Taken from thenttps://www.gazettelive.co.uk/news/locahews/plantingto-halt-poplarsdecline
3825675t was noted:

USkerningham Community Woodland covers more thanhectares of former farmland on the
banks of the River Skerne near Barmpton and is now home to more than 12,000itrelesling a
number of black poplars grown from cuttings taken by schoolchildren in Darlington.
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Clive Davies, regional director of NorthsE Community Forests, said: "We would like to thank
Thompson's of Prudhoe and County Durham Environmental Trust (CDENT) landfill tax scheme, for
jointly funding this initiative that will benefit the local environment and the people who live, work
and visi Darlington."

Threats

1 Black Poplar scab appears to be a serious thaiadthere hasalso been one repolih Newton
Aycliffe

f The majority of trees are at the end of their life, since there has been no new planting of natives
since the introduction ohybrid varieties in the 19th centugnd the Black Poplar Project planting

{ Genetic isolation

1 Poor natural regeneratiodue to location not being in natural habitat

1 Both flooding and drought are fatal to the seedlings and they are unable to develop in
compdition with other vegetation

1 Shortage of female trees. Male trees were preferentially planted over female trees, since the
latter produce copious amounts of fluffy seed

1 Loss of suitable habitat for the native black poplar through agricultural improvenieatpank
development resulted in fewer suitable places for successful natural regeneration

1 Difficulties in distinguishing native from introduced black poplars may lead to under or over
recording of the native species.

Durham BAP Target and overall oisi

Wision Statement=or increased populations of native black poplar of both sexes in appropriate
floodplain locations, sufficient to regenerate naturadly.
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4.0 Statutory and NofrBtatutory Nature Conservation Sites (Desk Study)

There are severatatutory and non-statutory nature conservation sites within the
Skerningham areboundary.¢ KS Kl 0 A Gl 0&a gAGKAY (GKS {1SNYyAy3
part of the habitat corridor.

Fig 7

Designated Wildlife Site Status

Redcar Fikl Site of Speciabcientific Interest
White Horse Wetland Local Wildlife Site

Fox Hill Quarry Local Wildlife Site

Drinkfield Marsh Local Nature Reserve
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