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Please give details of why you consider that this part of the Local Plan is not legally compliant or
unsound or fails to comply with the Duty to Cooperate.

The consultation process, the Draft Local Plan Portal, and subsequent meetings since June 2018,
between members of the 'Parkland Heritage Network' (Blackwell), Officers and Elected Members have
been valuable, constructive and effective. Time has also been given to 'Heritage Network Members'
at Cabinet Meetings and on site on the Historic Blackwell Parkland. The Leaders of the Council of the
previous and present administration have attended  meetings with the community and Heritage Network
Members, and have made site visits.The present Leader of the Council, and past and present Mayors
have recognised and endorsed the need to protect our heritage and environmental assets.

Question 4

Changes Sought

Please Note your representation should cover succinctly all the information, evidence and supporting
information necessary to support/justify the representation and the suggested change, as there will not
normally be a subsequent opportunity to make further representations based on the original representation
at publication stage. There is the opportunity to attach Word or PDF files before submitting your comment.

After this stage, further submissions will only be at the request of the Inspector, based on the matters
and issues identified for examination.

Please set out what change(s) to the Local Plan you consider necessary to make it legally compliant
or sound.You will need to say why this change will make the Plan legally compliant or sound. It will
be helpful if you are able to put forward your suggested revised wording for any policy or text.

Parkland Heritage Network believe this part of the Local Plan to be unsound simply because 'Local
Green Space' allocation for the Borough does not at present include the Historic Blackwell Parkland.
   Location Grid Reference: NZ 28050 13244

The reason being that the Historic Parkland was only removed from possible housing development at
Cabinet and Full Council level in February 2020, following lengthy consultations with the Community
through the Local Plan process June 2018 to date.

Policy H2 Housing Allocations; site 9 Blackwell Grange East – In response to representations that
highlighted the relative sensitivity of Site 009 it is proposed to be replaced with revised site 403. (Cabinet
Meeting DBC February 11th 2020 p 106 & Appendix 2b p 337)

Changes Required:

The changes  which need to be made  to make the Local Plan (9-Environment) sound, are to include
the Blackwell Parkland as a designated Local Green Space. The Local Green Space Application and
Designation Paper/Documents for this Historic Parkland have recently been made available to the
Head of Planning Policy and Economic Strategy at DBC,  and to the Cabinet Member at DBC holding
the Portfolio for Economy. The document can be viewed pasting the LINK below:

 https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M20KxJSUr_RmuzreH8Bgp8aeMNh6O1iw/view?usp=sharing

Outline and Summary of the Full Application Document

Submission for Designation as a Local Green Space

Blackwell Parkland: Location Grid Reference: NZ 28050 13244

This response is being made on behalf of ‘Parkland Heritage Network’ (Open Spaces Society Member
no: 76611).

The boundary/curtilage of the Historic Parkland encompasses the line of the former Mill Lane,
Grangeside, Blackwell Lane, Upsall Drive and Grange Road. The Blackwell Grange Grade II* listed
building DL3 8QH sits within this defined curtilage.

The submission paper for designation as a Local Green Space also offers a second option to the
defined curtilage. This second option for the boundary is dependant on the outcome of any changes
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made to ‘Appendix B Housing and Employment Allocation’ of this Local Plan Proposed Submission
August 2020, Site 403,  and appears in Appendix (VIII) of the submission paper.

Darlington's “Rethinking Parks” “Rethinking Parks” £1m fund was established to help develop
new approaches to sustaining and making the most of UK public parks. Darlington was selected to
take part in this project, the only place in the North-East” (‘Parks and Green Spaces’. Darlington
Borough Council 2019)

Blackwell Parkland: ‘Last of the Georgian Pleasure Parks’

“Sitting on top of layers of history”.... the remarkable survival of features of more than one period is
unusual”....this survival extending back to medieval times which served the villagers of
Blackwell...identifying a pre-English Parkland scene” (Archaeo-Environment Report 2012 )

“Our 16 parks and 10 nature reserves stretch right across the town. Each one offers a uniquely different
experience.There’s the Victorian splendour of South Park, which is the oldest park in the region. West
Park is the town’s newest Green Space” (“Parks and Green Spaces” Darlington Borough Council
2019)

This “Naturalistic Georgian Parkland’ at Blackwell, now gives our Borough the opportunity to form an
extension to the “Darlington Rethinking Parks Project”, spanning across history, adding to the uniquely
different experience of our already valued and much loved ‘Green Spaces’, parks and nature reserves.

An application for designation as a ‘Local Green Space’ has been submitted to the Local Authority, by
the ‘Parkland Heritage Network’ (Open Spaces Society Member no: 76611).

This has been made possible following the welcome removal of the Historic Parkland curtilage from
earlier proposed housing development following changes made to the draft Local Plan 2018.  At Cabinet
and Full Council (February 2020) the Local Plan and changes were submitted and approved

“That Council agrees that the Proposed Submission Local Plan be approved to be placed on deposit
to allow representation and then be submitted to the Secretary of State for Independent Examination.”
(11.02.20)

This was the culmination of (i) discussions consultations with the local community from 2013 and (ii)
statutory consultations during 2015 and (iii) more recently with the wider community of the Borough
in the 2018 draft Local Plan consultations. This submission for designation in its entirety can be
accessed directly through the following LINK or pasting into browser:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M20KxJSUr_RmuzreH8Bgp8aeMNh6O1iw/view?usp=sharing

“A site proposed as Local Green Space must meet the criteria set out within the National
Planning Policy”. (NPPF 2018-2019)

Land must meet all the following criteria:

Demonstrably special to local community
Reasonable close proximity to the community it serves
Local in character
Not an area with extant planning permission within which the Local Green Space could not be
accommodated

Land must hold particular local significance for at least one of the following reasons:

Beauty
Historic Significance
Recreational value
Tranquillity
Wildlife
Other reason

It is important to note that it is the belief of the ‘Parkland Heritage Network,’ and wider community, that
the evidence presented in the submission document does indeed match all of the criteria of NPPF for
Local Green Space Status and designation, and would ask that Council Elected Members and Officers
use this evidence in their decision for the preservation of this unique Parkland area.

Data and Evidence included in the Application:
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The evidence included in the application is based on data presented in the 6 Part “Ethnographic Study
in the Community of Park West Ward Darlington 2018-2019” - M & A Green, which includes detail,
comments, and data supported by:

1300 signature petition 2015
175 responses giving over 1000 individual comments following the initial Local Authority information
day and consultation 2015
280 household community survey 2018 and Ethnographic Study.
200 + comments, letters to the Local Press and media articles through Local and National Friends
of the Earth
89 comments on the Draft Local Plan Portal June - August 2018
Over 350 signed “Protection Resolutions" and over 1000 on line
Photographic evidence
Video and drone evidence.

Core Principles : The following core principles from the Communities and Local Government
Framework used in the design of the Local Plan (2016-2036), have been incorporated into this this
application for designation of the Historic Blackwell Parkland:

Should be a creative exercise, not just one of scrutiny.
Should take account of the diverse character of different areas
Should support the transition to a climate-resilient, low-carbon economy.
Should contribute to conserving and enhancing the natural environment and thus reducing
pollution
Should conserve heritage
Should support health, social and cultural wellbeing
Should conserve and enhance the historic environment

In addition, criteria and aspirations of the currently debated Environment Bill 2019-2020 were taken
into account, and the new obligations being placed on Local Authorities in their Environmental and
Climate Action policies.

It is on these principles, along with the Local Green Space Criteria (NPPF 2012- 2018/2019) and
Darlington Borough Council Local Plan, ‘Safeguarding the Historic Environment’ paragraphs 9.1.1/.2/.4,
this application for designation of the Historic Blackwell Parkland is being made .

Question 5

Attendance at Examination Hearings

Yes, I wish to participate at the examination hearingsIf your representation is seeking a change, do you
consider it necessary to participate in the
examination hearings?

Question 5a

Participation at Examination Hearings

Please note the inspector will determine the most appropriate procedure to adopt to hear those who have
indicated that they wish to participate at the examination hearings.

If you wish to participate at the examination hearings, please outline why you consider it to be
necessary?

The future of the valued Historic Parkland has been a very sensitive issue since 2013.There has been 
passionate engagement in dialogue and action within the community from 2013 to 2018, and since
2018 the Local Authority and wider Borough of Darlington. The application for 'Local Green Space'
designation  for the Parkland is representative of the many individuals who responded to the 2015
consultations and the 2018 Local Plan consultations.
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There has never been a better time to appreciate the need and value of our heritage and green spaces,
for physical and mental health. The Environment Bill (2019-21) and the ongoing changes to lifestyle
as a result of Covid-19,  emphasising the need for the protection and enhancement of these green
areas.

It is essential that what began in 2013 as an unease about the future of the Parkland is seen through
to  designation as a 'Local Green Space' in 2020/2021 with all of its benefits, on behalf of the those
residents, action forums, community interest groups and future generations. Participation at hearings
may include the 'Parkland Heritage Network' Legal Planning Consultant.

Question 6

Yes, I request to be notifiedDo you request to be notified that the Local Plan
has been submitted to the Secretary of State for
independent examination under section 22(3) of
the regulations and to be notified of the adoption
of the Local Plan?

Question 7

Please upload any supporting documents here. Please do not include any signatures or other personal
data such as home addresses which you would not wish to see published on the Council's website.

Green Space-Reduced (Submission)
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Question 3a

Your Comments

Please give details of why you consider that this part of the Local Plan is not legally compliant or
unsound or fails to comply with the Duty to Cooperate.

The comments are being made on behalf of the "Parkland Heritage Network" (Open Spaces Society
Member no 76611) and relate to the Blackwell Grange,DL38QH,  and the Historic Blackwell Parkland.
Location Grid Reference: NZ 28050 13244.

Representation has also been made for the Historic Parkland at Blackwell Grange DL38QH under
Section 9 Environment Policy ENV6 'Local Green Spaces', with the appropriate files uploaded.

Although representation to Policy ENV6 incorporates the historic,  the 'Heritage Assets' part of the
Local Plan helps us to focus purely on the historic as it applies to the Blackwell Grange and the
Parkland.

The policy in Appendix 'C' Darlington's Heritage Assets is considered not to be effective or justified
and therefore 'unsound' as it omits to list the Historic Parkland and the Blackwell Grange as a 'significant
heritage asset'.

It should be noted that in an Archaeological Survey and report of 2012 commissioned by the Borough
the value of the listed Grade II building and outbuildings and the many heritage assets on the Parkland
were highlighted. (Archaeo-Environment Report 2012).

It should also be noted that in the earlier Local Plan presentation of 2001, the Blackwell Parkland held
the same status in terms of landscape and the historic  as 6 other landscapes and listed with the 6
others of historic interest in the Borough. This section of the Local Plan would be considered 'sound,
effective and justified' with the inclusion of the Historic Parkland and Grange in its updated list of assets.

POLICY E9 -Protection of Parklands  (2001)DEVELOPMENT AFFECTING THE PARKS AND
GARDENS OF LANDSCAPE OR HISTORIC INTEREST LISTED BELOW WILL NOT BE PERMITTED
WHERE IT DETRACTS FROM THEIR CHARACTER OR APPEARANCE OR PREJUDICES EITHER
THE SURVIVAL OR REINSTATEMENT OF HISTORIC FEATURES INCLUDING DESIGNED
PLANTATIONS. 1.SOUTHPARK, DARLINGTON; 2.NORTH LODGE PARK,
DARLINGTON; 3.BLACKWELL GRANGE, DARLINGTON; 4.ROCKLIFFE PARK,
HURWORTH; 5.MIDDLETON HALL, MIDDLETON ST. GEORGE; 6.WALWORTH
CASTLE; 7.REDWORTH HALL However, it should be noted, through the 2018 dialogue and
consultations as part of  the Local Plan process, recognition has been made to the value of the heritage
assets, the ambiance of the Blackwell Grange, and the original 1820 Georgian Parkland, by the removal
of this area from proposed planning for housing. It remains, in order  to justify the plan, to give
recognition to the Grange and Parkland along with the other listed assets of the town and Borough.

Question 4

Changes Sought

Please Note your representation should cover succinctly all the information, evidence and supporting
information necessary to support/justify the representation and the suggested change, as there will not
normally be a subsequent opportunity to make further representations based on the original representation
at publication stage. There is the opportunity to attach Word or PDF files before submitting your comment.

After this stage, further submissions will only be at the request of the Inspector, based on the matters
and issues identified for examination.

Please set out what change(s) to the Local Plan you consider necessary to make it legally compliant
or sound.You will need to say why this change will make the Plan legally compliant or sound. It will
be helpful if you are able to put forward your suggested revised wording for any policy or text.

(i)    Local Green Space:     Application has been made to the Local Council for designation of the
Historic Parkland as a  'Local Green Space.'  Such designation would add status and protection to the
heritage assets of the historic curtilage, the Grade II listed Grange and the naturalistic parkland laid
out in the style of Capability Brown gardens and landscape.  (See submission at Consultation point
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Policy ENV 6 Local Green Space).This year 2020, sees the 200th anniversary of the Georgian Pleasure
Park, which appeared as a Park for the first time in 1820 on Greenwood's Map.

(ii)    Restoration Style:    A development scheme for the Parkland is outlined by the Local Authority
in an earlier part of this submission of the Local Plan. "APPENDIX B HOUSING AND EMPLOYMENT
ALLOCATION STATEMENTS: Site 403 Blackwell Grange East".

                                                                EXTRACT:

1 A development scheme would need to restore the remaining parkland area to the Grade II Listed
Building.

2 The site is designated as a Local Wildlife site and any development should provide mitigation.
Habitat improvements required on the Parkland area to the north.

Comment:    Any restoration should reflect the style of the original naturalistic landscape of the 1820
layout. Much of this detail is included in the 2012 Archaeo-Environment Report.

 It is the belief of the 'Heritage Network'  that such a restoration scheme would move the rank of the
Historic Parkland into the Local List of Heritage Assets something which the Borough Council are
working towards at present, but even without such restoration the Parkland should take its rightful
place.

The production of this Local List is a sound goal within the Local Plan. The 8 Criteria listed in the Local
Plan (Appendix C Darlington's Heritage Assets) all match the richness and qualities of  Grange and
the surrounding Parkland.

(iii)   Community Involvement With its rich history and heritage, it is easy to understand why the
Parkland has been the subject of passionate debate from 2013 through to the Local Plan consultation
drafts of 2018.

The local Community and town wide strength of feeling, illustrated by past demonstrations, petition
and consultation, continues to be high, in order to protect and preserve this much-cherished
environment.

Members of the 'Heritage Network'  have had a great deal of contact with appropriate Officers and
Elected Members. It would be useful and productive for this to continue with an emphasis on those
Members with appropriate portfolio and responsibility  eg Climate Change, Parks and Green Spaces,
Resources and Economy, Health and Wellbeing, Schools and Education,  and local interest groups,
Historic, Environmental and Naturalist.

This would  keep the dialogue alive and enhance the recreational, educational and environmental
value of the Parkland in the socially different and restrictive  times in which we are living due to the
world-wide pandemic.

Attached Files: The uploaded files are taken from a 6 part study and provide evidence of community
involvement, historic value and interest. They also illustrate how the Blackwell Grange (DL38QH), 
and Parkland fulfil the criteria of the future Local Authority goal of Local List of Heritage Assets.

Question 5

Attendance at Examination Hearings

Yes, I wish to participate at the examination hearingsIf your representation is seeking a change, do you
consider it necessary to participate in the
examination hearings?

Question 5a
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Participation at Examination Hearings

Please note the inspector will determine the most appropriate procedure to adopt to hear those who have
indicated that they wish to participate at the examination hearings.

If you wish to participate at the examination hearings, please outline why you consider it to be
necessary?

The future of the valued Historic Parkland has been a very sensitive issue since 2013.There has been
passionate engagement in dialogue and action within the community from 2013 to 2018, and since2018
the Local Authority and wider Borough of Darlington.

There has never been a better time to appreciate the need and value of our heritage and green spaces,
for physical and mental health. The Environment Bill (2019-21) and the ongoing changes to lifestyle
as a result of Covid-19, emphasising the need for the protection and enhancement of these green
areas.

It is essential that what began in 2013 as an unease about the future of the Parkland is seen through
to designation as a 'Local Green Space' and protected as an heritage asset. This done  on behalf of
the those residents, action forums, community interest groups and future generations.

Participation at hearings may include the 'Parkland Heritage Network' Legal Planning Consultant.

Question 6

Yes, I request to be notifiedDo you request to be notified that the Local Plan
has been submitted to the Secretary of State for
independent examination under section 22(3) of
the regulations and to be notified of the adoption
of the Local Plan?

Question 7

Please upload any supporting documents here. Please do not include any signatures or other personal
data such as home addresses which you would not wish to see published on the Council's website.

Ethnographic Study -Part 5 Green Space Reduced
MB (1)
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Please give details of why you consider that this part of the Local Plan is not legally compliant or
unsound or fails to comply with the Duty to Cooperate.

This response is being made on behalf of ‘Parkland Heritage Network’ (Open Spaces Society Member
no: 76611). The 'Heritage Network' has incorporated the views expressed and recorded  since 2015
and earlier, regarding the  future of Blackwell East Grid Reference NZ 28050 13244. known as the
Historic Blackwell Parkland

Details of the the formation and membership of the Heritage Network can be found in Appendix (I)
"Heritage Assets" on pages 36-37 of the file uploaded and attached as evidence with this representation.

It would be useful at this stage in the consultation process to examine or re-examine the proposals for
Site 403 "The Blands Corner Triangle" in respect of the following:

Clarification of any proposed dwelling design
Present proposed density.
Aesthetics and in particular any proposed mitigation of the effect on the natural environment,
Detailed mitigation regarding wildlife
Current and future housing demands 
The new Environment Bill which received Royal Ascent July 2020

Question 3b

Your Comments

As you have supported this part of the plan do you wish to provide any additional comments?

It is accurate to say that this part of the Plan has been positively prepared, as it is impossible to have
regard for Site 403 [Blands Corner Triangle] without also having consideration for the future status of
the remaining Historic Parkland, and remembering that the two areas have a strong relationship.

Firstly because throughout the whole Local Plan consultation process, the entire area of Parkland
has been subject to passionate debate, much written comment and evidence giving, including a
great deal of Officer and Elected Member time which has been given to discussion.
Secondly because this has resulted in the Local Plan being modified, and these changes approved
at Cabinet and Full Council Level in February 2020 when Site 403 was created.
Thirdly, because these changes and new Local Plan now offer scope for designation of 'Local
Green Space' status for the Historic Parkland, and a protective defined curtilage with the Grange
surrounded by green space  and sitting  centrally.
Fourthly these modifications have given the opportunity for even more community involvement
in the  restoration  of land to the rear of the Grange and welcome chance for the creation of a
Community Orchard project, something of which our Council and Rangers already have
experience.

Returning to the belief that this part of the plan has been positively prepared for the reasons outlined
above, there are certain aspects which will need clarification and to be challenged. These will be
explored in Question 4 "Changes Sought", referring to supportive evidence in the attached PDF File.
This will become clearer in Question 4, when the the historic and environmental links of the entire area
are explored.

Question 4

Changes Sought

Please Note your representation should cover succinctly all the information, evidence and supporting
information necessary to support/justify the representation and the suggested change, as there will not
normally be a subsequent opportunity to make further representations based on the original representation
at publication stage. There is the opportunity to attach Word or PDF files before submitting your comment.

After this stage, further submissions will only be at the request of the Inspector, based on the matters
and issues identified for examination.
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Please set out what change(s) to the Local Plan you consider necessary to make it legally compliant
or sound.You will need to say why this change will make the Plan legally compliant or sound. It will
be helpful if you are able to put forward your suggested revised wording for any policy or text.

Background:   Site 403 ['The Blands Corner Triangle'] has always been something of an enigma
when interest began in the future of Blackwell Parkland as a result of a presentation of
the "Archaeo-Environment Statement of Significance"  to the community following its publication in
August 2012. (Appendix (IV) & (V) of the PDF attachment) and PDF attachment in 'Sustainability
Appraisal' of the Local Plan, Appendix G South West Darlington MR Michael Green  (ID: 1170799)

In the 'Statement of Significance Report 2012' commissioned by Darlington Borough Council we see
two descriptions of Site 403 ('Blands Corner Triangle')

"The house was laid out with formal avenues and walled gardens and orchards and beyond as
arable land divided with hedgerows and trees.This land was redesigned in 1802 along naturalistic
principles first made popular by the likes of Capability Brown in the 1760s. When the local mill
fell out of use in the late 19th century, Mill Lane which extended from the village to the mill
(now Skerne Park), was closed and the land to the south absorbed into the wider parkland
around the Grange, thus extending it down to Blands Corner." (p 2 Archaeo-Environment)

It seems that the land known as Site 403 was originally arable land and not part of the redesigned
Parkland but simply absorbed into the Parkland at a later date.  Mill Lane referred to is the Southern
natural boundary of the designed Parkland up to Blackwell Lane and the ha-ha, around to Upsall Drive
and along Grange Road, forming the curtilage referred to earlier in this submission.

"Land in the south of the park was not formally part of the designed landscape of 1802 or in
the 18th century. Consequently, this area is less sensitive to change than land to the north of
Mill Lane and future development may therefore be possible which extends the Spinney
southwards along Carmel Road South and include the area nearest Blands Corner and the
south end of Grange Road. It might also make this land more flexible for development if Mill
Lane is restored as a minor country lane which would create an additional access point and
return a clearly defined edge to the zone of high significance."(p 2 Archaeo-Environment)

The zone of high significance is the land above Mill Lane and refers to the remaining Historic Parkland
and its curtilage.This presents the enigma concerning  the status of the triangle of land.

Is it, or is it not Historic Parkland?   

Appendix (VIII. p 56) of the PDF file/attachment in this submission illustrates this with 3 aerial shots
of the entire area.

The Parkland in its entirety as described on page 2 of the 'Statement of Significance.'
The Parkland with a boundary shown as Mill Lane creating the triangle.
The Parkland with the boundary as in the Local Plan (403) running parallel to the East/West
grid-line, and it too creating the triangle. (Bramfitt.R 'Ecosystem Services Provided by Blackwell
Grange Parkland and the Impact of Possible Development' 2019)

Changes Sought and Considerations to be Made:

The unjustified, inaccurate and undignified description given to the land in in the Local Plan
[Disused golf course]  The area of Parkland in its entirety has been recorded in history since
1183. During its long history, time spent as the corner of a golf course represent only 4% of its
historic time-line!   
Of the remaining recorded time-line, 40% of the time was as landscaped gardens and Parkland,
and 56% of the time as farming land. (Hence the abundance of trees and wildlife, the well
preserved ridge and furrow, and its status as Local Wildlife Site)  "Blackwell Grange sits on top
of layers of history which each have a story to tell. The remarkable survival of pre-golf course
features of more than one period is unusual.’ (Archaeo-Report 2012)" 
There was never a full consensus for accepting development here on the triangle, and this
continues to today.  However the rationale behind this and the zoning of the Parkland outlined
in the 2012 Archaeo-Report was understood by many, and comments made in the 2015 and
2018 reflect this. (Appendices II & III of the PDF attachment/file)
There are concerns locally for the density of any future development on the ‘Blands Corner
Triangle’:
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The recommendations of the Archaeo-Report 2012 (pp 3,4) do not sit comfortably with the 72
dwellings referred to in Appendix B ‘Housing and Employment Allocation Statements Site 403
Blackwell Grange East of the Local Plan submission.
Much more detail of the type of dwelling is required, and what would be envisaged by the Local
Authority. "The buildings would need to be low lying so that the development was not obtrusive
in views from the hotel.The emphasis should be on high quality innovative design that creates a
well-wooded- character-area, of sufficient quality to justify the loss of this land.”
(Archaeo-Environment Report "Statement of Significance'2012) 
Appendix B does not give enough detail on the type of dwelling proposed  "The site is proposed
for allocation for residential development with an indicative yield of 72 dwellings". The density
of the Storey Homes new development on the adjacent lost meadows has more the appearance
of a modern estate and does not give confidence to any future development

Further Considerations to be Made

Much change has taken place since the 2012 survey and the Archaeo-Report 'Statement of Significance,'
the 2015 consultation and the 2018 Draft Local Plan. Local Plans and projected housing needs,  have
to adjust to this change.

When planning current and projected housing needs, and considering the effect of land loss of
designated Local Wildlife Sites, Officers and Elected Members have many decisions to make:

(i)   Local Authorities are  now required to consider and regularly review their climate change statements
and policies.

(ii)   They are required to respond to the impact of the Environment Bill 2019-2021.

(iii)   They are now managing a changed world and the unimagined changes to society and employment
due to Covid-19 and its effect on local planning.

These restrictions and requirements, may lead Elected Members to a rethink and a reconsideration
of the justification and the necessity for such additional housing.

Question 5

Attendance at Examination Hearings

Yes, I wish to participate at the examination hearingsIf your representation is seeking a change, do you
consider it necessary to participate in the
examination hearings?

Question 5a

Participation at Examination Hearings

Please note the inspector will determine the most appropriate procedure to adopt to hear those who have
indicated that they wish to participate at the examination hearings.

If you wish to participate at the examination hearings, please outline why you consider it to be
necessary?

The future of the valued Historic Parkland has been a very sensitive issue since 2013.There has been 
passionate engagement in dialogue and action within the community from 2013 to 2018, and since
2018 with the Local Authority and wider Borough of Darlington. The information and uploaded files
presented by 'Parkland Heritage Network' are representative of the many individuals who responded
to the 2015 consultations and the 2018 Local Plan consultations.

There has never been a better time to appreciate the need and value of our heritage and green spaces,
for physical and mental health. The Environment Bill (2019-21) and the ongoing changes to lifestyle
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as a result of Covid-19,  emphasising the need for the protection and enhancement of these green
areas.

It is essential that what began in 2013 as an unease about the future of the Parkland is seen through.

The submission for designation as a 'Local Green Space' for the Parkland  and curtilage  will have an
impact on 'The Blands Corner Triangle'  whatever the outcome of the representations.  (Appendix VIII
of the attached PDF document) 

Participation at hearings may include the 'Parkland Heritage Network' Legal Planning Consultant.

Question 6

Yes, I request to be notifiedDo you request to be notified that the Local Plan
has been submitted to the Secretary of State for
independent examination under section 22(3) of
the regulations and to be notified of the adoption
of the Local Plan?

Question 7

Please upload any supporting documents here. Please do not include any signatures or other personal
data such as home addresses which you would not wish to see published on the Council's website.

Green Space Submission Docs
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The	  Historic	  Blackwell	  Parkland.	  	  

 
Location Grid Reference: NZ 28050 13244 

 

LOCAL Green Space Designation 
SUBMISSION.   

	  
View of Blackwell Grange with sheep in the foreground from W.H.D. Longstaffe's ‘The History 
and Antiquities of the Parish of Darlington.’ published in 1854. Informal tree clumps frame the 

view of the house and the carriage drive winds its way towards the entrance on the left. 
(Archaeo-Environtmnent 2012) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkr1QjrXEa8 
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“What we build, where we build it, how we travel between places and how we 
preserve and enhance green spaces will influence the sustainability of our cities, 

towns and villages for generations to come .” (FoE 2020)	  
	  
Preamble	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

The	  Value	  of	  Green	  Spaces	  
There	   has	   never	   been	   a	   better	   time	   to	   appreciate	   the	   value	   of	   our	   Parks	   and	  
Green	   Spaces.	   	   To	   put	   into	   practice	   what	   we	   know	   about	   the	   benefits	   of	   the	  
natural	   environment	   in	   terms	   of	   our	   mental,	   physical	   health,	   and	   emotional	  
wellbeing.	  	  	  
	  
The	  Land	  Trust	   (www.thelandtrust.org.uk)	  has	   this	   to	  say	   in	   its	   recent	  studies	  
and	  reports	  on	  the	  value	  of	  our	  Green	  Spaces.	  
	  
“People	   using	   green	   spaces	   have	   higher	   levels	   of	   satisfaction	   and	   wellbeing	   and	  
lower	  levels	  of	  anxiety	  compared	  to	  the	  national	  averages.”	  	  
	  
“Well-‐managed	   Green	   Spaces	   encourage	   community	   cohesion	   and	   reduce	   social	  
isolation.	  They	  contribute	  significantly	  to	  maintaining	  a	  resilient	  economy,	  society	  
and	   environment.	   They	   alleviate	   costs	   to	   businesses	   and	   the	   public	   purse,	   and	   in	  
turn,	  generate	  significant	  benefits,	  keeping	  people	  healthy,	  happy	  and	  productive.”	  
	  
“The	  value	  of	  green	  spaces,	   is	  not	  just	  as	  an	  amenity	  for	  recreation,	  but	  the	  many	  
services	  delivered	  by	  soil,	  grass,	  flowers,	  trees	  and	  water,	  providing	  society	  and	  our	  
economy	  with	  significant	  benefits.”	  
	  
Submission	  
	  
This	  submission	  will	  be	  presented	  in	  two	  parts:	  
	  
(i) An	   examination	   of	   the	   NPPF	   (National	   Planning	   Policy	   Framework	  

2018/2019)	   criteria	   for	   the	   designation	   of	   a	   “Local	   Green	   Space”,	  
following	  7	  of	  the	  most	  appropriate	  principles	  taken	  from	  the	  22	  listed	  in	  
the	  Communities	  and	  Local	  Government	  Framework.	  (2016-‐onwards)	  	  	  	  
	  

(ii) A	  presentation	  of	  the	  historic,	  environmental	  and	  heritage	  qualities	  of	  the	  
Blackwell	  Parkland,	  in	  the	  light	  of	  Darlington	  Borough	  Council	  Local	  Plan	  
(2016-‐2036),	   English	   Heritage/Natural	   England	   recommendations	   and	  
NPPF	  criteria	  for	  Local	  Green	  Space	  recognition	  and	  designation.	  
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This	  will	  be	  supported	  and	  evidenced	  by	  additional	  important	  sources	  viz:	  

1. Guidelines	   from	   English	  Heritage/Historic	   England,	   illustrated	   in	  
the	   August	   2012	   report	   “Archaeo-‐Environment-‐Statement	   of	  
Significance”	   both	   of	   which	   contain	   some	   overlap	   criteria.	  	  
(Appendix	  IV)	  
	  

2. Historic	   England	   analysis	   and	   statement	   submitted	   at	   the	   Local	  
Plan	  Consultations	  Portal,	  	  response	  date	  30/07/18	  	  (pp	  23-‐25	  &	  
also	  appendix	  II	  	  )	  

	  
3. The	   Darlington	   Borough	   Local	   Plan	   Submission	   (2016-‐2036)	   -‐	  

‘Safeguarding	   the	   Historic	   Environment.’	   A	   section	   which	  
explores	   the	   value	   and	   protection	   of	   heritage,	   green	   spaces	   and	  
the	  environment,	  the	  rôle	  they	  play	  in	  the	  design,	   future	  strategy	  
and	  spirit	  of	  the	  Local	  Plan.	  (pp	  24-‐25)	  
	  

4. ‘Open	   Spaces	   Society’	   national	   conservation	   body	   guidelines	  	  	  	  
(common	  land,	  open	  spaces,	  village	  greens	  and	  public	  paths)	  
	  

5. The	  vast	  amount	  of	  objective	  and	  subjective	  information	  gathered,	  
examined	   and	   presented	   in	   “An	   Ethnographic	   Study	   in	   the	  
Community	   of	   Park	   West	   Ward,	   Darlington.	   2018-‐2019.	   (A	   &	   M	  
Green:	  	  	  Parts	  1-‐6.	  	  Appendix	  VI)	  
	  

Belief	  in	  this	  Presentation	  

It	  is	  important	  to	  note	  at	  this	  early	  stage	  in	  the	  presentation,	  that	  it	  is	  the	  belief	  of	  
the	   ‘Blackwell	  Heritage	  Network,’	   (appendix	   I)	   and	  wider	   community,	   that	   the	  
evidence	  presented	  in	  Part	  2	  does	   indeed	  match	  the	  criteria	  of	  NPPF	  of	  Part	  1	  
for	  Local	  Green	  Space	  Status	  and	  designation,	  and	  would	  ask	  that	  Council	  Elected	  
Members	  	  and	  Officers	  use	  this	  evidence	  in	  their	  decision	  for	  the	  preservation	  of	  
this	  unique	  Parkland	  area.	  
	  

https://www.facebook.com/parklandheritage/	  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkr1QjrXEa8	  
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Local	  Green	  Space	  Designation	  NPPF.	  (2018/2019)	  

The	  National	  Planning	  Framework:	  (NPPF)	  

How	  do	  we	  define	  a	  “Green	  Space”	  :	  	  Statutory	  Guidelines	  and	  Checklist	  

The	  National	  Planning	  Framework	  (NPPF),	  published	  by	  the	  Ministry	  of	  Housing,	  
Communities	  &	  Local	  Government	  in	  July	  2018,	  and	  with	  minor	  amendments	  in	  
February	  2019,	  sets	  out	  the	  government’s	  planning	  policies	  for	  England.	  	  

Paragraphs	   99-‐101	   of	   The	   National	   Planning	   Framework	   introduces	   a	   Local	  
Green	   Space	   designation	   (LGS),	   established	   to	   protect	   local	   green	   areas	   of	  
particular	  importance	  to	  local	  communities	  and	  wider.	  This	  policy,	  its	  guidelines	  
and	   criteria,	   has	   been	   designed	   to	   enable	   communities	   and	   local	   authorities	  
identify	   and	   protect	   such	   areas.	   These	   criteria	   have	   been	   of	   value	   to	   local	  
authorities	   when	   establishing	   the	   statutory	   Local	   Plan,	   and	   other	   times	   of	  
consultation	  with	  their	  communities.	  

The	  NPPF	  sets	  out	  a	   combination	  of	   core	  principles	  and	  detailed	  guidance	   that	  
should	  underpin	  plan-‐making	  and	  decision	  taking.	  	  
	  
The	   following	   core	   principles	   from	   the	   Communities	   and	   Local	   Government	  
Framework	   are	   relevant	   to	   the	   design	   of	   the	   Local	   Plan	   (2016-‐2036),	   and	  
incorporated	  into	  this	  this	  application	  for	  the	  Historic	  Blackwell	  Parkland:	  

1. Should	  be	  a	  creative	  exercise,	  not	  just	  one	  of	  scrutiny.	  	  
2. Should	  take	  account	  of	  the	  diverse	  character	  of	  different	  areas	  	  
3. Should	  support	  the	  transition	  to	  a	  climate-‐resilient,	  low-‐carbon	  economy.	  	  
4. Should	  contribute	  to	  conserving	  and	  enhancing	  the	  natural	  environment	  

and	  thus	  reducing	  pollution	  
5. Should	  conserve	  heritage	  	  
6. Should	  support	  health,	  social	  and	  cultural	  wellbeing	  
7. Should	  conserve	  and	  enhance	  the	  historic	  environment	  

It	   is	  on	  these	  principles,	  along	  with	  the	  Local	  Green	  Space	  Criteria	   (NPPF	  2012-‐
2018/2019)	   and	   Darlington	   Borough	   Council	   Local	   Plan,	   ‘Safeguarding	   the	  
Historic	  Environment’	  paragraphs	  9.1.1/.2/.4,	   this	   application	   for	   designation	   of	  
the	  Historic	  Blackwell	  Parkland	  is	  being	  made.	  	  (pp	  24-‐25)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  .	  
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.	   	  

“A	  site	  proposed	  as	  Local	  Green	  Space	  must	  meet	  the	  criteria	  set	  
out	  within	  the	  National	  Planning	  Policy”.	  (NPPF	  2018-‐2019)	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Land	  must	  meet	  all	  the	  following	  criteria:	  

• Demonstrably	  special	  to	  local	  community	  
• Reasonable	  close	  proximity	  to	  the	  community	  it	  serves	  
• Local	  in	  character	  
• Not	  an	  area	  with	  extant	  planning	  permission	  within	  which	  the	  Local	  

Green	  Space	  could	  not	  be	  accommodated	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Land	  must	  hold	  particular	  local	  significance	  for	  at	  least	  one	  of	  the	  
following	  reasons:	  

• Beauty	  
• Historic	  Significance	  
• Recreational	  value	  
• Tranquillity	  
• Wildlife	  
• Other	  reason	  

Demonstrably	  	  special	  to	  a	  local	  community:	  
Evidence	  must	  be	  provided	  of	  the	  land’s	  value	  to	  and	  use	  by	  the	  local	  community	  
to	  show	  the	  land	  holds	  a	  particular	  local	  significance.	  The	  land	  must	  fulfil	  one	  or	  
more	  of	  the	  following	  criteria:	  

Reasonably	  close	  proximity	  to	  the	  community	  it	  serves:	  
There	  is	  no	  definition	  of	  this	  in	  the	  NPPF	  and	  it	  will	  be	  up	  to	  individual	  planning	  
authorities	  to	  define.	  This	  may	  vary	  depending	  on	  the	  size	  of	  the	  community	  to	  
which	  the	  green	  space	  relates,	  the	  size	  of	  the	  green	  space	  or	  the	  value	  placed	  on	  
it	  by	  the	  community.	  The	  land	  must	  not	  be	  isolated	  from	  the	  community	  and	  
would	  normally	  be	  within	  easy	  walking	  distance	  of	  the	  community	  served.	  	  	  

Beauty:	  
This	  relates	  to	  the	  visual	  attractiveness	  of	  the	  site,	  and	  its	  contribution	  to	  
landscape,	  character	  and	  or	  setting	  of	  the	  settlement.	  The	  Local	  Green	  Space	  
would	  need	  to	  contribute	  to	  local	  identity,	  character	  of	  the	  area	  and	  a	  sense	  of	  
place,	  and	  make	  an	  important	  contribution	  to	  the	  physical	  form	  and	  layout	  of	  the	  
settlement.	  It	  may	  link	  up	  with	  other	  open	  spaces	  and	  allow	  views	  through	  or	  
beyond	  the	  settlement,	  which	  are	  valued	  locally.	  
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Historic	  significance:	  
The	  land	  should	  provide	  a	  setting	  for,	  and	  allow	  views	  of,	  heritage	  assets	  or	  other	  
locally-‐valued	  landmarks.	  

Recreational	  value:	  
It	  must	  have	  local	  significance	  for	  recreation,	  perhaps	  through	  the	  variety	  of	  
activities	  it	  supports,	  and	  be	  of	  value	  to	  the	  community.	  

Tranquillity:	  
Some	  authorities	  have	  an	  existing	  ‘tranquillity	  map’	  showing	  areas	  that	  provide	  
an	  oasis	  of	  calm	  and	  a	  space	  for	  quiet	  reflection.	  

Richness	  of	  wildlife:	  
This	  might	  include	  the	  value	  of	  its	  habitat,	  and	  priority	  areas	  may	  have	  been	  
identified	  by	  the	  council.	  It	  may	  require	  some	  objective	  evidence,	  such	  as	  a	  
designation,	  like	  a	  wildlife	  site	  or	  Local	  Nature	  Reserve.	  

Local	  in	  character.	  
The	  criteria	  may	  differ	  between	  settlements	  depending	  on	  their	  physical	  size	  and	  
population.	  The	  areas	  would	  normally	  be	  fairly	  self-‐	  contained	  with	  clearly-‐
defined	  edges.	  Blanket	  designation	  of	  open	  countryside	  adjacent	  to	  settlements	  
will	  not	  be	  appropriate.	  There	  is	  a	  no	  minimum	  size	  limit	  for	  Local	  Green	  Space.	  

(Expanded: courtesy of  Open Spaces Society UK. 2020 - “Parkland Heritage 
Network”  Membership no: 76611) 

During	  the	  examination	  of	  Part	  2	  of	  this	  paper,	  we	  would	  ask	  the	  reader	  to:	  
	  

(i) Refer	  to	  the	  above	  10	  criteria	  of	  the	  NPPF	  	  framework	  .	  	  
	  

(ii) Apply	  the	  expanded	  definitions	  of	  these	  criteria	  as	  they	  match	  
the	  descriptions,	  evidence	  and	  narrative	  presented	  in	  Part	  2	  

	  
(iii) To	   keep	   in	   mind	   The	   National	   Planning	   Policy	   Framework	  

(NPPF)	   which	   states:	   “That	   development	   plans	   should	  
contribute	  to	  and	  enhance	  the	  natural	  and	   local	  environment”	  
by,	   among	   other	   things	   “protecting	   and	   enhancing	   valued	  
landscapes”	  (NPPF	  paragraph	  109).	  	  

	  
(iv) Have	   regard	   for	   NPPF	   statement:	   “Conservation	   and	  

enhancement	   of	   the	   natural	   and	   historic	   environment,	  
including	  landscape”,	  which	  is	  one	  of	  the	  strategic	  priorities	  to	  
be	  set	  out	  in	  Local	  Plans	  (NPPF	  paragraph	  156).	  
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Blackwell:    ‘Last of the Georgian Pleasure 
Parks’ 

“Sitting	  on	  top	  of	  layers	  of	  history”....	  the	  remarkable	  survival	  of	  features	  of	  more	  
than	  one	  period	  is	  unusual”....this	  survival	  extending	  back	  to	  medieval	  times	  which	  

served	  the	  villagers	  of	  Blackwell...identifying	  a	  pre-‐English	  Parkland	  scene”	  
(Archaeo-‐Environment	  Report	  2012	  Appendices	  IV	  &	  VII)	   

“Our	  16	  parks	  and	  10	  nature	  reserves	  stretch	  right	  across	  the	  town.	  Each	  one	  offers	  
a	  uniquely	  different	  experience.	  There’s	  the	  Victorian	  splendour	  of	  South	  Park,	  

which	  is	  the	  oldest	  park	  in	  the	  region.	  West	  Park	  is	  the	  town’s	  newest	  Green	  Space”	  	  	  	  
(“Parks	  and	  Green	  Spaces”	  Darlington	  Borough	  Council	  2019)	  

Darlington's  “Rethinking  Parks” 
 
“Rethinking	  Parks”	  	  £1m	  fund	  was	  established	  to	  help	  develop	  new	  approaches	  to	  
sustaining	  and	  making	  the	  most	  of	  UK	  public	  parks.	  Darlington	  was	  selected	  to	  
take	  part	   in	   this	   project,	   the	   only	  place	   in	   the	  North-‐East”	   	   (‘Parks	  and	  Green	  
Spaces’.	  	  Darlington	  Borough	  Council	  2019)	  

	  
	  This	   “Naturalistic	  Georgian	  Parkland’	   at	   Blackwell,	   now	  gives	   our	  Borough	   the	  
opportunity	   to	   form	   an	   extension	   to	   the	   “Darlington	  Rethinking	  Parks	  Project”,	  
spanning	   across	   history,	   adding	   to	   the	   uniquely	   different	   experience	   of	   our	  
already	  valued	  and	  much	  loved	  ‘green	  spaces’,	  parks	  and	  nature	  reserves.	  
	  
Data and Evidence   (Demonstrably Special to the Community)    

The	  evidence	  in	  Part	  2	  of	  this	  application	  is	  based	  on	  data	  presented	  in	  the	  6	  part	  
Ethnographic	  Study	  in	  the	  community	  of	  Park	  West	  Ward	  Darlington	  2018-‐2019	  -‐
M	  &	  A	  Green	  (Appendix	  VI)	  which	  includes	  and	  covers: 

• 1300	  signature	  petition	  2015	  (Part	  1	  of	  the	  Study	  p	  9)	  	  	  

• 175	  responses	  giving	  over	  1000	  individual	  comments	  following	  the	  
	  initial	  Local	  Authority	  information	  day	  2015	  (Appendix	  III)	  

• 280	  household	  community	  survey	  2018	  (Part	  1	  Study	  Appendix	  3	  	  &	  5)	  	  	  

• 200	  +	  comments,	  letters	  to	  the	  Local	  Press	  (Part	  4	  Study	  pp31-‐61)	  	  	  

• 89	  comments	  on	  the	  Draft	  Local	  Plan	  Portal	  June.	  August	  2018	  	  	  	  (Appendix	  II)	  	  

• Over	  350	  signed	  “Protection	  Resolutions"	  and	  over	  1000	  on	  line	  	  

• Photographic	  evidence	  (Part	  4	  Study	  pp	  13-‐24	  see	  Appendix	  (VI)	  	  	  

• Video	  and	  drone	  evidence.	  (within	  this	  application	  &	  Part	  4	  Study	  p	  28)	  	  	  
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Application Process 
Part	  2	  of	  this	  paper	  presents	  the	  historic,	  environmental	  and	  heritage	  qualities	  
of	  the	  Blackwell	  Parkland	  as	  outlined	  in	  the	  NPPF	  Framework	  and	  criteria	  taking	  
into	   consideration	   the	   7	   principles	   of	   the	   Communities	   and	   Local	   Government	  
Framework,	  listed	  	  in	  Part	  1,	  
	  
This	   application	   is	   being	   made	   believing	   that	   the	   evidence	   in	   this	   paper	  	  
illustrates	  that	  the	  Blackwell	  Parkland	  fulfils	  every	  one	  of	  the	  10	  criteria	  to	  one	  
degree	   or	  another.	   	   	   The	   evidence	   is	   objective	   and	   subjective,	   and	   the	   degree	  
will	  depend	  on	  the	  importance	  placed	  upon	  criteria	  by	  the	  individual	  reader	  or	  
observer.	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  During	  the	  examination	  of	  Part	  2	  of	  this	  paper,	  we	  would	  ask	  the	  reader	  to	  
refer	  to,	  and	  apply	  the	  earlier	  7	  principles	  and	  the	  10	  criteria	  of	  the	  NPPF	  to	  each	  
section	  or	  paragraph	  of	  the	  narrative.	  Viz:	  

• Demonstrably	  special	  to	  local	  community	  
• Reasonable	  close	  proximity	  to	  the	  community	  serves	  
• Local	  in	  character	  
• Not	  an	  area	  with	  extant	  planning	  permission	  within	  which	  the	  Local	  

Green	  Space	  could	  not	  be	  accommodated	  	  

• Beauty	  
• Historic	  Significance	  
• Recreational	  value	  
• Tranquillity	  
• Wildlife	  
• Other	  reason 

In	   addition,	   criteria	   and	   aspirations	   of	   the	   currently	   debated	   Environment	   Bill	  
2019-‐2020	  should	  be	  taken	  into	  account,	  and	  the	  new	  obligations	  being	  placed	  on	  
Local	  Authorities	  in	  their	  Environmental	  and	  Climate	  Action	  policies.	  

	  

The Environment Bill  

Summary of the Environment Bill 2019-21 

“A	  Bill	  to	  make	  provision	  about	  targets,	  plans	  and	  policies	  for	  improving	  the	  
natural	  environment”	  (March	  2020) 

Extract: Local Nature Recovery Strategies (LNRSs) 

“Much of our wildlife-rich habitat has been lost over the last century and many species are 
in long-term decline. There have, however, been a number of successes, often as a result of 

government, land managers and conservation groups working in partnership.” 
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The Environment Bill will mean local areas will need a plan to conserve nature, by 
protecting native wildlife and their habitats, driving the delivery of a National Nature 

Recovery Network. 

It will help wildlife to thrive by improving habitats and creating new green 
spaces close to where people live. 

Local residents will be given a say on whether urban street trees are cut down, 
and the Forestry Commission will get more powers to deter illegal tree felling. 

Conservation covenants will allow landowners to create legally binding 
agreements to conserve land for future generations. 

Environmental Land Management:         The new ELM scheme will pay farmers and 
other land managers to deliver the following environmental public goods in line with 
the goals in the 25 Year Environment Plan: 

• clean air 
• clean and plentiful water 
• thriving plants and wildlife 
• reduction in and protection from environmental hazards 
• beauty, heritage and engagement with the environment 
• mitigation of and adaptation to climate change 

 

The Historic Green Spaces of Blackwell. 

The	   ‘green	   spaces’	   of	   Blackwell,	   and	   in	   particular	   the	   Historic	   Parkland	   are	  
recorded	   in	   history,	   as	   always	   having	   been	   valued,	   held	   affectionately,	   and	  
respected	   by	   the	   people	   of	   the	   local	   community,	   and	   the	  wider	   community	   of	  
Darlington	  for	  many	  generations.	  	  	  	  

The	  following	  is	  a	  description	  recorded	  in	  1860	  by	  historian	  William	  Fordyce;	  

“The	   village	   occupies	   a	   fine	   swell	   of	   ground	   rising	   over	   the	   river,	   and	  
commanding	  the	  deep	  meadows	  and	  green	  levels	  of	  the	  Tees,	  which	  form	  an	  
amphitheatre	   of	   three	   or	   four	   miles,	   hemmed	   in	   by	   rising	   wooded	  
grounds……..	   a	   neat	   little	   village...pleasantly	   situated	   on	   the	   banks	   of	   the	  
Tees,	  and	  surrounded	  by	  rich	  meadows,	  green	  pastures,	  and	  thriving	  trees”.	  
(Fordyce	  1860,	  vol	  I,	  492)	  	  	  (	  Appendix	  IV	  )	  .	  
	  
Local	   Historian,	   W.H.Longstaffe,	   describing	   the	   Historic	   Blackwell	   Parkland	   in	  
1854	  has	  this	  to	  say:	  	  (	  Appendix	  IV	  )	  
	  

‘A	  lovely	  retreat,	  close	  to	  Darlington,	  bounded	  by	  pleasant	  
plantation	  and	  verdant	  grass	  that	  looses	  not	  a	  charm	  of	  rural	  

beauty”	  	  (Longstaffe	  1854.),	  
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It	  is	  significant	  to	  this	   ‘historic	  link’	  held	  by	  the	  community,	  that	  William	  Hylton	  
Longstaffe’s	   great-‐great-‐great	   granddaughter,	   today	   generations	   later,	   is	   a	  
resident	  in	  this	  community,	  and	  too	  shares	  a	  love	  of	  this	  ‘pleasant	  plantation	  and	  
verdant	  grass.’	  	  
	  

Close Proximity to the Community:   (figs	  a:b) 

Blackwell Grange and Parkland Location  DL3 8QH : Grid Reference: NZ 
28050 13244 

	  	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (fig	  a)	  
Location	  of	  Blackwell	  Grange	  Parkland	  within	  Darlington	  (Digimap	  (a),	  n.d.)	  	  
Bramfitt	  R.	  “Ecosystem	  Services	  provided	  by	  Blackwell	  Grange	  Parkland	  and	  the	  

Impact	  of	  Possible	  Development	  2019)	  
	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
(figb)	  	  	  
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Historic Significance - Timeline    (Appendix	  VII) 

The	  earliest	  records	  of	  settlement	  at	  Blackwell	  are	  recorded	  in	  the	  Boldon	  Book	  
of	   1183,	   and	   Hatfiield’s	   Survey	   1343.	   These	   are	   descriptions	   of	   land	   size	   and	  
farming	  methods,	  which	  relate	  to	  the	  style	  of	  medieval	  ridge	  and	  furrow.	  (plate	  
1).	  	  Much	  of	  this	  is	  well	  preserved	  and	  in	  evidence	  today	  to	  anyone	  taking	  a	  stroll	  
on	  this	  beautiful	  green	  space.	  (Appendix	  V	  	  ‘Chronology-‐Historic	  Time	  Line’)	  

The	   house	  was	   built	   about	   1710	   for	   George	  Allan,	   a	  wealthy	   industrialist	  who	  
died	   in	   1748.	   	   The	   first	   phase	   of	   building	   at	   the	  Grange	   consisted	  of	   five	   bays,	  
three	   storeys	  now	   in	   the	   centre	  of	   the	   long	  east	   range.	   (plate	  4)	   	  The	  grounds	  
were	  landscaped	  in	  the	  early	  18th	  century	  with	  avenues	  and	  a	  formal	  pond,	  but	  
this	  layout	  was	  badly	  damaged	  by	  a	  severe	  storm	  in	  January	  1790.	  

In	   the	   year	   1802	   new	   layout	  was	   proposed	   for	   the	   grounds	   around	   Blackwell	  
Grange	   for	   George	   Allan	   Esq.	   This	   land	   was	   redesigned	   along	   ‘naturalistic	  
principles’	   first	   made	   popular	   by	   the	   likes	   of	   Capability	   Brown	   in	   the	   1760s.	   It	  
consisted	  of	  this	  more	  ‘naturalistic’	  landscape	  with	  a	  tree	  circuit,	  water	  features,	  
tree	  clumps,	  more	  tree	  planting	  around	  the	  Grange,	  but	  also	  retained	  some	  of	  the	  
tree	  lined	  avenues.	  	  	  

	  In	   1820,	   with	   the	   new	   landscape	   complete,	   it	   is	   called	   a	   Park,	   and	   Blackwell	  
Grange	  and	  Park	  appears	  in	  Greenwood’s	  Map	  of	  that	  year,	  with	  its	  fully	  planted	  
circuit	  of	  trees	  and	  main	  drive	  to	  the	  house	  (fig	  e)	  	  &	  (Appendix VII)	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (fig	  c)	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  

Aerial	  View:	  Bramfitt	  R.	  “Ecosystem	  Services	  provided	  by	  Blackwell	  Grange	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Parkland	  and	  the	  Impact	  of	  Possible	  Development.	  “	  2019)	  

	  
The	  aerial	  photograph	   (fig	   c)	   shows	   the	  existing	   layout	  of	   the	  Parkland,	   in	   the	  
18th	   century	   in	   the	   style	   of	   ‘Capability’	   Brown.	   	   The	   outlined	   boundary	   of	  
curtilage	  shown	  in	  fig	  c	  consists	  of	  red-‐brick	  listed	  wall	  and	  sunken	  fence	  (called	  
ha-‐ha).	  (Appendix	  IV)	  
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The	   Parkland	   contains	   many	   significant	   features,	   (fig	   d),	   including	   medieval	  
ridge	  and	  furrow	  ploughing,	  an	  18th	  century	  fishpond,	  ha-‐ha	  boundary,	  ice-‐house,	  
WW2	   air	   raid	   shelter	   and	   avenues	   of	   mature	   lime	   trees.	   These	   significant	  
features	   and	   heritage	   assets	   have	   been	   identified	   in	   an	   Archaeological	   Report	  
commissioned	   by	   D.B.C.	   and	   carried	   out	   by	   Archaeo-‐Environmental	   Ltd	   in	  
2012.	  	  (Appendix	  IV)	  
	  

	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (fig	  d)	  	  

Location	  of	  heritage	  assets.	  	  (‘Archaeo-‐Report:	  Statement	  of	  Significance’	  2012)	  
	  

	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  (fig	  e	  )	  
Blackwell	  Parkland:	  	  	  	  	  Greenwoods	  Map	  	  1820	  

1820	  it	  is	  called	  a	  Park	  :	  	  	  Blackwell	  Grange	  Park	  is	  now	  shown	  with	  its	  fully	  planted	  circuit	  
of	  trees	  and	  main	  drive	  to	  the	  house	  in	  Greenwood’s	  map	  

	  
With	  its	  rich	  history	  and	  heritage,	  it	  is	  easy	  to	  understand	  why	  the	  Parkland	  has	  
been	   the	   subject	   of	   passionate	   debate	   from	   2013	   through	   to	   the	   Local	   Plan	  
consultation	   drafts	   of	   2018.	   	   The	   local	   Community	   and	   town	  wide	   strength	   of	  
feeling,	   illustrated	  by	  past	  demonstrations,	  petition	  and	  consultation,	  continues	  
to	  be	  high,	   in	  order	   to	  protect	   and	  preserve	   this	  much-‐cherished	  environment.	  	  
(Appendices	  II	  &	  III)	  
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The Local Plan 2016-2036 
It	  is	  important	  to	  note	  here,	  the	  Darlington	  Borough	  Council’s	  Local	  Plan	  (2016-‐
2036)	   through	   its	   consultation	  process	  with	   the	   local	   community	  and	  wider,	   is	  
reflecting	   the	   value	   and	   importance	   of	   the	   Borough’s	   heritage	   assets	   in	   its	  
revised	   documents.	   (fig	   h).	   (‘Public	   reports	   pack	   11022020	   1700	   Cabinet.	  
‘Appendix	  2b.	  p.347	  February	  2020.	  	  )	  
	  
“Representation was also made at the meeting to the replacement of Site 009 with Site 403, 
at Blackwell Grange East, in response to representations made in relation to the Historic 
Parkland importance of site 009.  The Leader, Cabinet Member with the Economy and 
Regeneration Portfolio, Director of Economic Growth and Neighbourhood Services and Head 
of Planning Policy, Economic Strategy and Environment responded thereon. (Feb. 2020. 
Cabinet Minutes. DBC) 
	  

(fig h) 
 

Site 009 APPENDIX 2b BLACKWELL GRANGE EAST REVISED SITE .  Site 009 to 
be removed and replaced with Site 403 

This site will have less impact on heritage assets	  
	  
9.1.2	  	  	  	  “The	  historic	  environment	  includes	  areas	  and	  buildings,	  archaeological	  sites,	  historic	  
streets	  and	  transport	  routes,	  historic	  landscapes,	  parks	  and	  other	  green	  spaces.	  ”It	  is	  a	  non-‐
renewable,	   shared	   resource,	   and	   any	   loss	   or	   harm	   to	   it	   is	   usually	   irreversible.	  
Understanding	   the	   significance	   of	   the	   historic	   environment	   and	   the	   contribution	   that	   the	  
setting	   of	   historic	   assets	   makes	   to	   their	   significance	   is	   essential	   to	   guide	   good	   decisions	  
about	  land	  use	  change	  and	  development	  affecting	  them.”	  (DBC Draft Local Plan 2018)	  
	  
 
Flora and Fauna     (Richness of wildlife and beauty) 
 
Other	  striking	  features	  of	  the	  Parkland	  include	  the	  abundance	  of	  flora	  and	  fauna,	  
and	  the	  vast	  variety	  of	  mature	  and	  ancient	  trees.	  A	  recent	  study	  of	  the	  Parkland	  
(Bramfitt	  R.	  “Ecosystem	  Services	  provided	  by	  Blackwell	  Grange	  Parkland	  and	  the	  Impact	  of	  
Possible	  Development	  2019)	   has	   identified	   a	   total	   number	   of	   627	   trees,	   excluding	  
tree	  groupings.	   	   	  This	  vast	  number	  of	  mature	  and	  ancient	  trees	  incorporates	  48	  
different	  species.	  	  (table	  1.)	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  The	  wilderness	  areas	  and	  secluded	  paths	  around	  the	  perimeters	  and	  under	  
the	  trees	  are	  supportive	  of	  a	  variety	  of	  woodland	  plants	  best	  described	  here	  by	  
the	  Woodland	  Trust:	  
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“Visit	  any	  wood	  and	  you'll	  find	  a	  high	  diversity	  of	  flowering	  plants,	  ferns	  and	  
mosses.	  From	  spectacular	  wildflower	  carpets	  to	  damp-‐loving	  ferns	  and	  mysterious	  

mosses.”	  
The	  Parkland	  is	  no	  exception	  to	  this.	  	  Ground	  and	  soil	  conditions	  vary	  from	  one	  
part	  to	  another	  allowing	  this	  high	  diversity	  of	  plant	  life	  to	  flourish,	  from	  a	  range	  
of	  lovely	  flowering	  grasses	  tolerant	  to	  dry	  conditions	  to	  the	  Cuckoo-‐Pint	  enjoying	  
the	  damp	  and	  darker	  conditions	  in	  two	  of	  the	  more	  dank	  areas	  of	  the	  land.	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
As	  for	  the	  fauna,	  rabbits	  in	  abundance	  and	  a	  rare	  hare.	  	  Deer	  have	  been	  spotted,	  
and	  there	  are	  ‘the-‐often	  seen’	  foxes.	  One	  worker	  local	  to	  the	  Grange	  also	  knows	  
of	   the	   whereabouts	   of	   the	   badger	   set,	   and	   the	   trees	   are	   home	   to	   a	   variety	   of	  
nesting	   birds.	   Owls	   are	   often	   heard	   through	   the	   night.	   	   The	   Southside	   of	   the	  
Parkland	  is	  host	  to	  a	  natural	  pond	  surrounded	  by	  sedges	  and	  home	  to	  moorhens	  
and	  amphibian	  life	  including	  the	  protected	  Great	  Crested	  Newt.	  (plate	  3)	  

	  

	  
Ridge and Furrow Farming:  cited: Bolden Book 1183   (plate 1) 

 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Plates	  2	  

	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  
	  	  	  
“Wilderness areas, ‘Desire Lines’ and secluded paths…..Open space and magnificent 

trees”   (Click LINK Below) 
 

 

https://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/18479092.desire-‐line-‐paths-‐form-‐undergrowth-‐
darlington-‐park/	  



	   18	  

	  
Blackwell	  Parkland	  Tree	  Survey	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   (fig	  f)	  
 Location of Tree Preservation Orders within the Parkland. (Archaeo-Environmental 

Ltd, 2012) 
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Numbers	  and	  Species.	  

            (fig g) 
Treezilla” survey carried out in 2019 identified a total of 672 trees (excluding clumps) 

with a total number of 48 individual species.  
(Bramfitt R. “Ecosystem Services provided by Blackwell Grange Parkland and the Impact of 

Possible Development 2019) 
	  

	  	  	  	  (Plates	  3)	  	  	  	   	  
‘Naturalised pond. Home to moorhens & amphibious life, surrounded by sedges & 

reeds’ 
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	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Table	  1.	  	  	  	  	  ‘Treezilla”	  survey	  carried	  out	  in	  2019	  

	  
(Bramfitt R. “Ecosystem Services provided by Blackwell Grange Parkland and the 

Impact of Possible Development”.  2019) 
 

 
SPECIES 

 
NUMBER 

Alder 4 
Apple 4 
Ash 18 
Beech 30 
Birch 19 
Cedar 1 
Cherry 22 
Cotoneaster 2 
Cypress 1 
Deodar 2 
Elder 7 
Elm 12 
False Acacia 1 
Fir 4 
Goat willow 1 
Hawthorn 27 
Holly 16 
Hornbeam 3 
Horse Chestnut 11 

Italian Alder 6 
Laburnum 2 
Larch 6 
Lawsons Cypress 5 

Leyland Cypress 4 

Lilac 1 

Lime 159 
Lombardy poplar 21 
Norway Maple 22 
Oak 52 
Pine 3 
Pissards plum 4 

Poplar 6 
Prunus 2 
Red Horse Chestnut 6 

Rowan 32 
Scots pine 1 
Silver birch 3 
Small leaved Lime 2 

Sorbus 1 
Sweet Chestnut 4 

Sycamore 88 
Thorn 5 
Tree of Heaven 5 

Walnut 5 
Whitebeam 12 
Willow 3 
Wych Elm 1 
Yew 26 
 
  TOTAL SPECIES 

48 
 

 
TOTAL TREES       

672 

	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  

“Other striking features of the Parkland, include the abundance of flora and fauna, and 
the vast variety of mature and ancient trees”	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkr1QjrXEa8	  
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Tranquillity and Recreation 

‘A	  lovely	  retreat,	  close	  to	  Darlington,	  bounded	  by	  pleasant	  plantation	  and	  
verdant	  grass	  that	  looses	  not	  a	  charm	  of	  rural	  beauty”	  	  (Longstaffe	  1854.).	  

	  
Those	   in	   the	  community	   long	   familiar	  with	   the	  Parkland	  would	  vouch	   that	   this	  
description	   of	   its	   beauty	   and	   tranquility	   remains	   today.	   Those	   families	   new	   to	  
the	  peace	  of	  the	  Parkland	  could	  not	  add	  any	  more	  words	  to	  describe	  the	  benefits	  
of	  what	  today	  is	  referred	  to	  as	  ‘forest	  bathing	  and	  mindfulness.’	  This	  recreational	  
use,	  by	  stroller,	  dog	  walkers	  and	  runners	  has	  led	  to	  the	  creation	  of	  ‘Desire	  Lines’	  
or	  pathways,	  creating	  some	  lovely	  secluded	  woodland	  paths	  and	  trails.	  	  
(plates	  2)	  
 
Other Reason 
 
It	   is	   also	   not	   surprising	   that	   the	   Parkland	   has	   been	   long	   associated	   with	   the	  
planting	  of	  memorial	  trees,	  and	  the	  burying,	  laying	  or	  scattering	  of	  ashes;	  an	  area	  
of	   beauty	   and	   tranquility	   meaningful	   to	   family	   and	   the	   deceased.	   	   Further	  
reminder	  and	  evidence	  	  of	  an	  area	  which	  qualifies	  as	  being	  	  “demonstrably	  special	  
to	  the	  local	  community.”	  (‘Memorial	  and	  More-‐Ethical’.	  M	  &	  A	  Green	  2018	  pp14-‐20.	  
Link	  2	  in	  appendix	  VI	  of	  this	  paper)	  
	  
	  
	  

Historic England and the English Heritage 
Trust. 

(What constitutes   “designation?”) 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  

 (i)   Sites formed before 1750 where at least a proportion of the original layout 
is still in evidence. 

(ii)  Sites laid out between 1750 and 1840 where enough of the layout 
survives to reflect the original design. 

(iii)  Sites which are early or representative examples of a style of layout or a 
type   of site, or the work of a designer (amateur or professional) of national 
importance. 

(iv)  Sites having an association with significant persons or historic events 

(v)   Sites with a strong group value with other heritage assets. 
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	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (appendices:	  	  IV	  &	  V)	  

The	  Archaeo-‐Environment	  Report	  :	  “Blackwell	  Grange	  Statement	  of	  
Significance.”	  	  (August	  2012)	  makes	  reference	  to	  the	  following	  criteria:	  

In	  order	  to	  place	  Blackwell	  Grange	  and	  Parkland	  in	  national	  context,	  it	  is	  worth	  
comparing	   it	   to	   the	   criteria	   for	   designation	   prepared	   by	   English	   Heritage	   as	  
follows:	  	  

(i) ‘Sites formed before 1750’ where at least a proportion of the original layout 
is still in evidence.        

“	  If	  Blackwell	  Grange	  was	  complete	  in	  1710	  and	  the	  grounds	  were	  being	  redesigned	  
in	  1790,	  then	  it	  implies	  that	  the	  original	  layout	  predates	  1750.	  Indeed	  the	  layout	  as	  
depicted	  in	  1790	  was	  already	  old	  fashioned	  by	  1750.	  
	  
	  A	   number	   of	   features	   have	   survived	   from	   this	   period	   largely	   because	   they	   were	  
adapted	   in	   the	   new	   scheme.	   This	   was	   unusual.	   One	   of	   the	   main	   criticisms	   of	  
Capability	  Brown	  and	  his	  followers	  was	  that	  they	  destroyed	  established	  beauty	  and	  
undertook	  wholesale	  tree	  felling	  (Clifford	  1983,	  43-‐4.)	  and	  as	  a	  result,	  few	  English	  
‘naturalistic’	  parklands	  have	  tangible	  remains	  of	  what	  went	  before.	  	  
	  
	  Surviving	  features	  from	  1710-‐1790	  include	  field	  boundaries,	  ridge	  and	  furrow,	  the	  
fish	  pond,	  the	  lime	  avenue	  approach	  and	  the	  earlier	  tree	  lined	  avenues	  which	  were	  
only	  softened	  by	  the	  later	  scheme.	  Blackwell	  Grange	  therefore	  meets	  this	  criterion	  
for	  designation.”	  	  
	  

(ii) ‘Sites laid out between 1750 and 1840’, where enough of the layout 
survives to reflect the original design. 

The	  Archaeo-‐Environment	  Report	  concludes:	  

“The	  second	  phase	  of	  development	  dates	  to	  1802	  and	  largely	  survives.	  The	  main	  
structural	  elements	  of	  woodland	  circuits	  and	  pleasure	  walks,	  carriage	  drives,	  ha-‐

ha,	  sunken	  fences,	  tree	  stands	  and	  clumps,	  garden	  walls	  and	  steps	  and	  
archaeological	  evidence	  of	  hothouses,	  the	  ice	  house	  all	  survive.	  Blackwell	  Grange	  

therefore	  meets	  this	  criterion	  for	  designation.”	  



	   22	  

(iii) ‘Sites which are early or representative examples of a style of layout or the 
work of a designer (amateur or professional) of national importance.’ 

The	  Archaeo-‐Environment	  Report	  concludes:	  

“At	   Blackwell	   Grange,	   the	   surveyor	   who	   produced	   the	   plan	   of	   the	   grounds	   and	  
gardens	  was	   John	  Manbay	   (?).	  The	  designer	  of	   the	  proposed	  plans	  of	  1802	   is	  un-‐
named.	  This	   land	  was	  redesigned	   in	  1802	  along	  naturalistic	  principles	   first	  made	  
popular	  by	  the	  likes	  of	  Capability	  Brown	  in	  the	  1760s.	  The	  leaders	  in	  promoting	  this	  
approach	   in	   Britain	   were	   the	   architects	   Sir	   John	   Vanburgh	   and	   William	   Kent,	  
together	   with	   the	   designer	   Charles	   Bridgeman	   who	   developed	   the	   renowned	  
gardens	  at	  Stowe	  in	  Buckinghamshire	  (now	  in	  National	  Trust	  ownership).	  	  

Capability	  Brown	   served	   some	  of	  his	   early	   years	   there	  and	  helped	   to	   introduce	  a	  
more	   informal	   style	   to	   Bridgeman’s	   designs,	   eventually	   spreading	   his	   informal	  
naturalistic	  styles	  in	  parks	  and	  gardens	  throughout	  the	  country.	  	  

This	  was	  the	  inspiration	  for	  the	  layout	  proposed	  at	  Blackwell	  Grange	  in	  1802	  and	  
although	  it	  appears	  to	  be	  a	  very	  late	  date.”	  

 

(iv)  ‘Sites having an association 
with significant persons or historic 
events’.  (Appendix	  VII) 

The	  park	  is	  associated	  with	  a	  number	  of	  
significant	  people:	  	  

George	   Allan	   (antiquary	   and	  
publisher)	  	  

	  

George	  Allan,	   the	   son	   of	   James	  Allan	   of	  
Blackwell	  Grange,	  Darlington,	  was	  born	  
on	   7	   June	   1736.	   He	   was	   an	   eminent	  
lawyer	  in	  Darlington,	  and	  was	  also	  very	  
active	   as	   an	   antiquarian,	   being	  
particularly	   interested	   in	   Co	   Durham's	  
history.	   He	   acquired	   the	   collections	   of	  
Gyll,	   Hunter,	   Mann,	   Hodgson	   and	  
Swainston.	   In	   1768	   he	   set	   up	   a	   private	  
press	   at	   Blackwell	   Grange	   and	  
published	  a	  number	  of	  documents,	  such	  
as	   Cromwell's	   letter	   about	   setting	   up	   a	  
University	   at	   Durham,	   along	   with	  
collections	   about	   Durham's	   history.	   He	  

pursued	   research	   into	   his	   antiquarian	  
interests	   including	   the	   hospitals	   of	  
Gateshead,	  Sherburn	  and	  Greatham,	  the	  
bishops	   of	   Durham	   and	   the	   Free	  
Grammar	  School	  of	  Darlington.	  	  

	  
Lieutenant	   General	   Sir	   Henry	  
Marshman	   Havelock-‐Allan,	   1st	  
Baronet,	  

	  
Lieutenant	  General	  Sir	  Henry	  Marshman	  
Havelock-‐Allan,	   1st	   Baronet,	   VC,	   GCB,	  
DL	   (6	   August	   1830	   –	   30	   December	  
1897)	   He	   inherited	   Blackwell	   Grange,	  
the	   former	   property	   of	   his	   cousin	  
Robert	   Allan,	   changed	   his	   surname	   to	  
Havelock-‐Allan	  (as	  was	  required	  by	   the	  
will	  of	  the	  latter)	  and	  became	  an	  MP	  for	  
South	  East	  Durham	  from	  1885	  to	  1892.	  	  

He	   was	   re-‐elected	   in	   1895	   and	   also	  
became	   colonel	   of	   the	   Royal	   Irish	  
Regiment,	  that	  year.	  	  
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Sir	  Henry	  Spencer	  Havelock-‐Allan	  2nd	  
Baronet	  (1872–1953).	  	  As	  an	  MP	  	  he	  
represented	  Bishop	  Auckland	  in	  the	  
House	  of	  Commons	  
	  
Sir	   Henry	   Ralph	   Moreton	   Havelock-‐
Allan,	  3rd	  Baronet	  (1899–1975)	  

2nd	  Lt.	  Scots	  Guards	  citation:	  

	  

	  

Sir	   Anthony	   James	   Allan	   Havelock-‐
Allan,	  4th	  Baronet	  

Sir	   Anthony	   James	   Allan	  
Havelock-‐Allan,	   4th	   Baronet	   (28	  
February	  1904	   -‐	   11	   January	  2003)	  was	  
born	  at	  Blackwell	  Grange	  and	  became	  a	  
prolific	   and	   successful	   British	   film	  
producer	   and	   screenwriter	   whose	  
credits	   included	   This	   ‘Happy	   Breed’,	  
‘Blithe	  Spirit’,	  the	  1968	  version	  of	  ‘Romeo	  
and	   Juliet’	   and	   ‘Ryan's	   Daughter’.	   In	  
1943	  he	  founded	  his	  own	  company.	  	  

He	  was	  Associate	  Producer	  of	   ‘In	  Which	  
We	  Serve’,	   in	  1945	  he,	  Noël	  Coward	  and	  
Ronald	   Neame	   produced	   David	   Lean's	  
‘Brief	   Encounter’.	   Sir	   Anthony	   also	  
worked	   	   with	   Neame	   on	   Lean's	   ‘Great	  
Expectations’	   	   in	   1946,	   	   and	   was	  

nominated	   for	   both	   films	   for	   the	  
Academy	   Award	   for	   Best	   Adapted	  
Screenplay.	   	   	  Many	   of	   his	   films	   are	   still	  
nationally	  renowned.	  

	  

Sir	  Anthony	  James	  Allan	  Havelock-‐Allan,	  
4th	   Baronet	   unveiling	   the	   British	   Film	  
Industry	   Blue	   Plaque	   in	   the	   1990s	   in	  
Blackwell.	  

	  

The	  plaque	  can	  be	  seen	  sited	  adjacent	  to	  
the	   site	   of	   the	   now	   demolished	  
Blackwell	  Manor.	  

Sir (Anthony) Mark David Havelock-
Allan, 5th Baronet QC. 

Sir	  (Anthony)	  Mark	  David	  
Havelock-‐Allan,	   5th	   Baronet	   QC	   FCIArb	  
(born	  4	  April	  1951).	  Sir	  Mark	  Havelock-‐
Allan	  is	  a	  Circuit	  Judge.	  (Rtd.	  2017).	  

	  He	   graduated	   from	   the	   University	   of	  
Durham	   with	   a	   Batchelor	   of	   Arts	   	   in	  
1972	   and	   then	   Trinity	   College,	  
Cambridge in 1974 with a	   Batchelor of 
Laws. That	   year	   he	   entered	   the	   Inner	  
Temple	   and	  was	   a	   barrister	   until	   1993	  
when	  he	  became	  an	  Assistant	  Recorder	  
and	  Recorder	  in	  1997.	  In	  2003,	  Sir	  Mark	  
Havelock-‐Allan	  succeeded	  to	  his	  father's	  
baronetcy.	   The	   heir	   apparent	   to	   the	  
baronetcy	   is	   Harry	   Caspar	   Francis	  
Havelock-‐Allan	  (born	  1994),	  only	  son	  of	  
the	  5th	  Baronet.	  



 (v)   Sites with a strong group value to other heritage assets.	  	  	  	  	  

“Blackwell	  Grange	  and	  Parkland	  is	  adjacent	  to	  the	  registered	  park	  at	  South	  Park.	  	  
Between	  them	  they	  document	  the	  fashion	  for	  landscaping	  from	  the	  formal	  layouts	  
of	   he	   early	   18th	   century	   	   at	   (Blackwell	   Grange).	   	   The	   subsequent	   fashions	   for	  
English	  Parkland	  (at	  Blackwell	  Grange)	  and	  then	  the	  Victorian	  ‘gardenesque’	  and	  
the	  drive	  	  	  for	  healthy	  places	  to	  be	  provided	  by	  and	  for	  the	  local	  community.	  (South	  
Park)”	  

 “On the basis of English Heritage’s criteria for designation, Blackwell Grange 
appears to meet them because of its good survival of features which pre-date 

1750 and also date to 1802.”	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	    

(‘Archaeo-Statement of Significance’ August 2012. Appendices IV, V, VII). 

 

Extract : Historic England analysis and statement submitted at the 
Local Plan consultations.  Response date 30/07/18 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  Consultation	  Portal	  
	  

Ms	  Emily	  Hrycan	  (ID:	  1176214)	  ,	  Historic	  England	  

Points	  relating	  to	  the	  	  Historic	  Value	  of	  the	  Parkland:	  	  	  Referring	  to	  any	  loss	  
of	  the	  Historic	  Parkland	  to	  future	  development:	  

• The	  site	  is	  adjacent	  to	  Grade	  II*	  heritage	  asset,	  Blackwell	  Grange	  (plate	  4)	  
and	  may	  affect	  the	  setting	  of	  some	  Grade	  II	  heritage	  assets	  and	  the	  South	  
Park	  Registered	  Park	   and	  Garden;	   and	   the	  West	  End	  Conservation	  Area	  
includes	  a	  number	  of	  Grade	  II	  heritage	  assets	  and	  may	  affect	  the	  setting	  of	  
some	  further	  afield.	  

	  

• The	   NPPF*	   considers	   Grade	   II*	   heritage	   assets,	   to	   be	   of	   the	   highest	  
significance	  and	  any	  substantial	  harm	  to	  or	  loss	  of	  these	  designated	  assets	  
(including	  setting)	  should	  be	  wholly	  exceptional.	  	  

	  

• The	   Council	   has	   a	   statutory	   duty	   under	   the	   provisions	   of	   the	   Planning	  
(Listed	   Buildings	   and	   Conservation	   Areas)	   Act,	   1990	   to	   pay	   “special	  
attention”	  to	  “the	  desirability	  of	  preserving	  or	  enhancing	  the	  character	  or	  
appearance”	  of	  its	  conservation	  areas.	  
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Grade	  II	  Heritage	  Asset:	  Blackwell	  Grange.	  (plate	  4)	  

•  
• “The Grange, a handsome spacious mansion of brick, stands about a mile to 

the South of Darlington, on rising ground betwixt the Tees and Skerne, 
commanding a rich and varied prospect over Darlington and the adjacent 

country.” (From Parish of Darlington 1823. The shaded area represents the 
earlier part of the house.)   Archaeo-Report  2012   (Appendix	  VII) 

Historic Environment 

The	  following	  three	  paragraphs	  relate	  directly	  to	  the	  value	  of	  local	  green	  spaces,	  
areas,	   buildings	   and	   archaeological	   sites,	   in	   the	   Darlington	   Local	   Plan	  
(environmental	   and	   the	   historic),	   and	   the	   Local	   Plan’s	   desire	   to	   protect	   and	  
preserve	  such	  heritage	  assets.	  	  	  

	  

Safeguarding the Historic Environment: 

	  Local	  Plan	  2016-‐	  2036	  .	  (Darlington	  Borough	  Council	  2020)	  

9.1.1	  	  	  	  	  	  “National	  planning	  policy	  (NPPF)	  	  requires	  local	  planning	  authorities	  
to	   set	   out	   in	   their	   Local	   Plan	   a	   positive	   strategy	   for	   the	   conservation	   and	  
enjoyment	   of	   the	   historic	   environment.	   It	   emphasises	   the	   importance	   of	  
sustaining	   and	   enhancing	   the	   significance	   of	   heritage	   assets	   and	  
acknowledges	   the	   wider	   social,	   cultural,	   economic	   and	   environmental	  
benefits	  that	  conservation	  of	  the	  historic	  environment	  can	  bring.”	  (Appendix	  
II	  	  Comments.	  DBC	  Draft	  Local	  Plan	  2018)	  
	  
9.1.2	   	   	   	   “The	   historic	   environment	   includes	   areas	   and	   buildings,	  
archaeological	   sites,	   historic	   streets	   and	   transport	   routes,	   historic	  
landscapes,	   parks	   and	   other	   green	   spaces.	   ”It	   is	   a	   non-‐renewable,	   shared	  
resource,	   and	   any	   loss	   or	   harm	   to	   it	   is	   usually	   irreversible.	   Understanding	  
the	   significance	   of	   the	   historic	   environment	   and	   the	   contribution	   that	   the	  
setting	   of	   historic	   assets	   makes	   to	   their	   significance	   is	   essential	   to	   guide	  
good	   decisions	   about	   land	   use	   change	   and	   development	   affecting	   them.”	  
(Appendix	  II.	  Comments.	  DBC	  Draft	  Local	  Plan	  2018)	  
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9.1.4	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  “The	  Borough	  also	  contains	  a	  wealth	  of	  non-‐designated	  heritage	  
and	   archaeological	   assets.	   Non-‐designated	   heritage	   assets	   can	   be	  
summarised	   as	   parts	   of	   the	   historic	   environment	   including	   buildings,	  
structures,	  areas	  and	  archaeology	  that	  are	  considered	  by	  the	  Local	  Planning	  
Authority	   to	  be	   locally	   significant.	  They	   can	  be	   identified	   through	   strategic	  
planning	   and	   development	  management,	   included	   on	   a	   Local	   List,	   and	   can	  
sometimes	  be	  as	  significant	  as	  designated	  assets.”	   	   	   	   (Appendix	   II	  Comments:	  	  
DBC	  Draft	  Local	  Plan	  2018)	  
	  
Historic	  England	  in	  its	  response	  to	  the	  Local	  Plan	  2016-‐2036,	  and	  in	  particular	  

that	  of	  the	  Historic	  Parkland	  suggest:	  
	  
“A	  robust	  assessment	  of	  the	  historic	  environment,	  heritage	  assets	  and	  their	  setting	  
to	   inform	  the	  suitability	  of	  the	  sites	   for	  development	  and	  to	  ensure	  that	  there	  are	  
appropriate	  	  specific	  mitigation	  measures	  which	  will	  minimise	  harm	  to	  the	  historic	  
environment	   in	   line	   with	   the	   requirements	   of	   the	   NPPF*	   and	   the	   1990	   Act.”	   (Ms 
Emily Hrycan (ID: 1176214 Local Plan 2018 representation  , Historic England.) 
 
“Running	  along	  the	  inside	  of	  the	  listed	  wall,	  within	  Zone	  3	  of	  the	  Historic	  Parkland,	  
are	  recorded	  up	  to	  15	  heritage	  assets	  and	  elements	  of	  significance,	  which	  make	  up	  
the	   101	   total	   for	   the	   entire	   Zone	   3	   illustrated	   in	   the	   Heritage	   Map”	   (fig	   d)	   .	  
(Appendix	  IV:	  Statement	  of	  Significance	  2012)	  
 
“Any	   alterations	   which	   would	   affect	   the	   character	   or	   significance	   of	   the	   listed	  
buildings	  or	  elements	  of	  significance	  in	  their	  setting,	  would	  require	  listed	  building	  
consent….”	  

“The	   boundary	   of	   the	   Parkland	   as	   far	   as	   the	   line	   of	   the	   former	   Mill	   Lane,	  
Grangeside,	   The	   Spinney,	   Blackwell	   Lane	   and	   Upsall	   Drive	   should	   therefore	   be	  
considered	  as	  curtilage.”	  (Archaeo-‐Environment	  Report	  2012	  p.10)	  	  

Endorsements 

	  
Sir Mark Anthony Havelock-Allan QC (5th Baronet) presenting the Community Study to  

Cllr Heather Scott OBE Leader of Darlington Borough Council  July 2019 

“Darlington Borough Council leader Councillor Heather Scott said the authority 
would remove controversial proposals to build in the grounds surrounding the grade 
II-star listed Blackwell Grange Hotel from the draft Local Plan, which the council is 
producing to guide future developments. She said the volume and strength of 
historical and environmental information put forward by the Parkland Heritage 
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Network had highlighted the importance of protecting the area, which has been 
dubbed “the last of Darlington’s Georgian Pleasure Grounds”. (Stuart Minting . 
Northern Echo July 2019) 

https://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/17783164.study-sparks-move-preserve-historic-darlington-
parkland/?fbclid=IwAR38FfteMBqdmv6wn-dlafzACG8njIpPb0UwUN6DQkH1JSRsBwrZ7Z4vKKA 

 
 

 
Members	  of	  the	  Heritage	  Network	  at	  the	  Mayor’s	  Parlour.	  November	  2019 

“Councillor Nick Wallis described the Parkland Heritage Network’s efforts to protect 
the historic Georgian Parkland around the Blackwell Grange Hotel as “tireless” 
after hosting a reception for the group at the Mayor’s Parlour.  

The visit follows the network celebrating an agreement by Darlington Borough 
Council this summer to abandon plans to build homes on the area.  

Of the Historic Parkland Network members attending the reception, each had a 
different inspiration for preserving the parkland, ecological, environmental, historical 
and were instrumental in supporting the group’s leaders Angela and Michael Green 
in writing the study.  

After taking members of the heritage network, which includes junior members of 
Darlington Harriers, who train regularly in the Parkland, on a tour of the Council 
Chamber, Cllr Wallis said the group was “a first-class example of local people being 
passionate about something in their community”.  

He added: “It was good to hear how the parkland has affected them in different ways. 
They have sown what an important piece of Georgian landscape it is – a lot has been 
discovered and more will be in the future.” (Stuart Minting. Northern Echo November 
2019) 

https://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/local/darlington/18014127.mayor-heralds-work-
historic-parkland-preservation-group/ 

https://www.facebook.com/parklandheritage/	  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkr1QjrXEa8	  
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Summary and Conclusion 

	  1.	  	  “Our	  16	  parks	  and	  10	  nature	  reserves	  stretch	  right	  across	  the	  town.	  Each	  one	  
offers	  a	  uniquely	  different	  experience.	  There’s	  the	  Victorian	  splendour	  of	  South	  
Park,	   which	   is	   the	   oldest	   park	   in	   the	   region.	   West	   Park	   is	   the	   town’s	   newest	  
green	  space.”	  (Parks	  and	  Green	  Spaces	  Darlington	  Borough	  Council	  2019).	  
	  
	  2.	  	  It	  is	  the	  belief	  of	  the	  ‘Blackwell	  Heritage	  Network,’	  and	  wider	  community,	  that	  
the	  evidence	  presented	  in	  Part	  2	  does	  clearly	  match	  the	  criteria	  of	  NPPF	  for	  Local	  
Green	  Space	  Status.	  The	  designation	  outlined	  in	  Parts	  1	  &	  2	   for	  the	  preservation	  
of	  this	  unique	  and	  much	  valued	  historic	  Parkland	  area	  should	  be	  pursued.	  	  	  
	  
3.	   	   Blackwell,	   a	   “Naturalistic	   Parkland”	   forms	   an	   extension	   to	   the	   earlier	  
“Darlington	   Rethinking	   Parks	   Project”,	   spanning	   across	   history,	   adding	   to	   the	  
uniquely	   different	   experience	   provided	   by	   our	   already	   valued	   and	  much	   loved	  
‘green	  spaces’,	  our	  Parks	  and	  Nature	  Reserves	  and	  would	  fulfil	  for	  the	  community	  
and	   Local	   Authority	   the	   aspirations	   of	   the	   currently	   debated	   Environment	   Bill	  
2019-‐20 - Local	  Nature	  Recovery	  Strategies	  (LNRSs)	  
	  
4.	   	   The	   Heritage	   Network	   is	   making	   this	   submission	   on	   behalf	   of	   those	  
communities,	  respondents	  and	  campaigners	  cited	  on	  page	  10,	  and	  would	  ask	  that	  
Council’s	  Elected	  Members	  and	  Officers	  use	  this	  evidence	  and	  criteria	  in	  making	  
their	  decision.	  viz:	  
	  

	  (i)	   	   	  There	   is	  a	  clear	  harmony	  and	  meshing	  of	   the	  Archaoe-‐Environment	  
findings,	   the	   Historic	   England/Heritage	   criteria,	   and	   the	   Borough	   Local	  
Plan.	  The	  desire	  for	  	  ‘safeguarding’,	  clearly	  leads	  to	  the	  conclusion	  that	  the	  
Historic	  Parkland	  is	  designatable	  as	  a	  registered	  ‘Green	  Space’.	  (p	  40)	  

(ii)	   	   Such	   designation	   as	   a	   ‘Local	   Green	   Space’,	   or	   ‘Registered	   Parkland’	  
would	  ensure	   this	  desirability	   to	  preserve	  and	  enhance,	   and	  protect	   the	  
historic	  environment	  within	  the	  spirit	  and	  the	  requirements	  of	  the	  NPPF,	  
the	  1990	  Act.”	  and	  the	  Environment	  Bill	  2019-‐2021.	  

(iii)	  	  	  This	  application	  for	  designation	  of	  the	  Historic	  Blackwell	  Parkland	  is	  
being	  made	  on	  the	  principles	  of	  the	  NPPF	  framework,	  along	  with	  the	  Local	  
Green	  Space	  Criteria	   (NPPF	  2018-‐2019)	  and	  Darlington	  Borough	  Council	  
Local	  Plan,	  ‘Safeguarding	  the	  Historic	  Environment’	  paragraphs	  9.1.1/.2/.4.	  

(iv)	   	   This	   application	   is	   being	  made	   believing	   that	   the	   evidence	   in	   this	  
paper	   	   illustrates	  that	  the	  Blackwell	  Parkland	  fulfils	  every	  one	  of	  the	  10	  
criteria.	   	   	   The	   evidence	   is	   both	   objective	   and	   subjective,	   and	   has	   its	  
origins	   in	   the	   ‘Ethnographic	   Study	   in	   the	   Community	   of	   Park	  West	  Ward	  
Darlington	  2018-‐2018.’	  	  (Appendix	  VI)	  

	  	  



APPENDICES 
 
APPENDIX (i)       

“HERITAGE ASSETS : A RESOLUTION” 2019-20   
 
 

 
APPENDIX (ii) 

         LOCAL PLAN CONSULTATION PORTAL 2018  
 

 
 

APPENDIX (iii) 

        BOROUGH COUNCIL CONSULTATION 2015    
 
 

 
APPENDIX (Iv) 
 

“ARCHAEO-ENVIRONMENT” REPORT   2012 

   
 
 

APPENDIX (V) 
 

“ARCHAEO-ENVIRONMENT” Time-Line   2012 

 
 

APPENDIX (VI) 

“An Ethnographic Study in the community 
of Park West ward Darlington”   2018-2019	  	  	  

 
APPENDIX (VII) 
  
 “Chronolgy” condensed from Appendix (V) 
 

 
APPENDIX (VIII) 

   3 options   & VIDEO AND PRESS LINKS         

                                                       Summer	  2020	    	  Freelance	  Ethnography	  



	   30	  

 
APPENDIX  (i) 
 

Parkland Heritage at Blackwell 

“HERITAGE ASSETS:  A RESOLUTION” 

 

 
The Parkland in History   ( DL3	  8QH) 

 
‘Blackwell Grange sits on top of layers of history which each have a 
story to tell. The remarkable survival of pre-golf course features of 

more than one period is unusual.’	  (Archaeo-‐Report	  2012)	  
	  

“Area of Parkland which meets English Heritage criteria for 
designation as a Registered Parkland.  (ZONE 3) (p	  41	  Archaeo-‐Report	  2012)	  
	  

‘The presence of ridge and furrow in a Parkland is common, but the 
ability to identify the pre-English Parkland scene amongst the later 

naturalistic styles is unusual and raises this Parkland to a status that 
may well merit designation.”   (Archaeo-‐Report	  2012) 

 

The Historic Parkland Today  (DL3	  8QH)	  
https://www.facebook.com/parklandheritage/	  	  	  	  
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THE HISTORIC  BLACKWELL GRANGE PARKLAND 

AND THE  ‘TOWN HOUSE RESOLUTION’ 

	  
The	  Grange	  Parkland	  in	  History	  

	  
WHERE DID IT COME FROM? 

"The	  Town	  House	  Resolution"	  was	  reached	  as	  a	  result	  of	  a	  very	  lengthy	  journey:	  
• A	  6	  Part	  Community	  Study	  carried	  out	  over	  a	  period	  of	  14	  months.	  
• An	  analysis	  of	  the	  Draft	  Local	  Plan	  and	  community	  comments.	  
• The	  work	  of	  at	  least	  3	  campaign	  groups	  which	  began	  in	  2013	  
• A	  very	  detailed	  historic	  and	  environmental	  study	  &	  report	  commissioned	  in	  

2012	  (Archaeo-‐Environment	  ‘Statement	  of	  Significance)	  

	  
The	  Parkland	  Today	  

	  
HOW WAS IT PUT TOGETHER? 

• In	  February	  2019	  at	  the	  end	  of	  an	  information	  gathering	  stay	  in	  Darlington,	  
Sir	   Mark	   Anthony	   Havelock	   Allan	   QC,	   met	   with	   'key'	   campaigners	   and	  
community	  people.	  	  

• Under	   the	   umbrella	   of	   the	   ‘Parkland	   Heritage	   Network’,	   the	   detail	   and	  
proposal	  of	  a	  ‘New	  Park	  for	  Darlington’,	  a	  ‘natural	  park’	  was	  the	  result	  of	  a	  
meeting	  at	   the	   "Town	  House"	  Houndgate,	   between	  Chris	   Lloyd,	   journalist	  
and	   historian,	   Sir	   Mark	   and	   Angela	   and	  Michael	   Green	   freelance	   writers	  
and	  campaigners.	  

	  
HOW IS PARKLAND HERITAGE SUPPORTED? 

The	  Heritage	  Resolution	  is	  endorsed	  by:	  
• A	  wide	  ‘advisory	  network’	  of	  the	  well-‐informed.	  
• Local	  campaign	  groups	  
• Members	  of	  Friends	  of	  the	  Earth.	  Local	  and	  National	  
• Local	  Green	  Party	  members	  
• All	  candidates	  of	  the	  May	  2019	  Local	  Elections	  for	  Park	  West	  
• The	  	  Elected	  Members	  (Councillors)	  of	  the	  Park	  West	  Ward.	  
• Individual	  environmental/heritage	  campaigners	  
• The	  wider	  community	  
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WHAT IS SPECIAL ABOUT THIS HISTORIC 
PARKLAND? 

The	   Blackwell	   Grange	   Parkland	   has	   survived	   the	   centuries	   extending	   back	   to	  
medieval	  times.	  It	   is	  a	  valued	  green	  space	  for	  future	  generations,	  with	  its	  wildlife	  
habitats	  and	  historic	  significance.	   It	   is	   the	   last	  of	   the	   ‘Georgian	  Pleasure	  Parks	  of	  
Darlington.’	  Created	  between	  1802-‐1820. 

	  
A	  place	  of	  tranquillity	  and	  peace,	  special	  to	  the	  Community.	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
THE RESOLUTION (SEE ALSO PAGE 40) 

 

• That	  the	  Historic	  Blackwell	  Parkland,	  Darlington	  Co.Durham	  be	  
removed	  from	  the	  Draft	  Local	  Plan	  2018.	  	  ie	  Blackwell	  Grange	  
East	  (Site	  009)	  
	  

• Consideration	  to	  be	  made	  for	  a	  conservation	  area.	  The	  Blackwell	  
Grange	  listed	  building	  	  DL3	  8QH	  sitting	  within	  a	  defined	  
curtilage.	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

• This	  protective	  curtilage	  without	  interruption,	  intrusion	  or	  
disturbance	  from	  future	  development.	  	  	  

	  
	  	  A	  Valued	  Green	  Space	  	  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkr1QjrXEa8	  

	  
 
 



	   34	  

TO WHOM IS IT PRESENTED? 
The	  Resolution	   has	   been	   presented	   in	  written	   form	   to	  Officers	   and	   Elected	  members	   of	  
DBC.	  It	  is	  held	  by	  the	  Legal	  Planning	  Consultants	  who	  will	  represent	  the	  ‘Network’	  at	  any	  
future	  formal	  stage	  of	  the	  Planning	  Process.	  It	  will	  be	  presented	  formally	  along	  with	  other	  
evidence	   of	   over	   300+	   signed	   copies	   of	   the	   resolution	   and	   evidence	   of	   the	   online-‐
resolution	  	  of	  1250+	  signatures.	  
 

CLIMATE CHANGE. 
The	  2019	  Un	  Report	  on	  Climate	  Change	  (2019)	  has	  helped	  us	  to	  focus	  on	  a	  recently	  

complete	  environmental	  study	  of	  the	  Parkland	  by	  one	  member	  of	  the	  “Network	  of	  the	  
Well	  Informed.”	  The	  statistics	  show	  the	  levels	  which	  the	  air	  quality	  is	  enhanced	  by	  the	  
amount	  of	  Oxygen	  produced	  by	  the	  672	  trees	  on	  the	  Parkland	  and	  the	  Carbon	  Dioxide	  

removed.	  The	  study	  also	  deals	  with	  the	  benefits	  of	  water	  filtration,	  and	  energy	  savings	  and	  
carbon	  footprint,	  mitigating	  climate	  damage.	  	  (	  Bramfitt	  R.	  “Ecosystem	  Services	  provided	  by	  

Blackwell	  Grange	  Parkland	  and	  the	  Impact	  of	  Possible	  Development	  2019)	  
 

LEARN MORE AND SUPPORT 
To	  learn	  more	  about	  preserving	  the	  Parkland,	  the	  various	  campaign	  groups,	  and	  to	  
give	  your	  support	  for	  the	  Resolution	  and	  a	  new	  Park	  go	  to:	  

	  

https://www.facebook.com/parklandheritage/	  

	  
Further Video Links 

 
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/trees/trees-‐love-‐affair	  

	  
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/trees/friends-‐earth-‐reveals-‐frontlines-‐fight-‐trees	  

	  
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/trees/one-‐communitys-‐fight-‐save-‐historic-‐

parkland	  
	  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkr1QjrXEa8	  
	  

https://vimeo.com/275526804	  
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Parkland Heritage at Blackwell 

‘Designing a Better Solution.’ 

‘The aim of an ethnographic study within a usability project is to get 
‘under the skin’ of the problem, and all of its associated issues. It is 
hoped that by achieving this, there will be a true understanding of the 
problems, and therefore design a far better solution.’(Weston D. 2017) 

Having illustrated the problems, the aim is to see the mission statement of 
the Council’s Draft Local Plan  2016-2036  at work in designing the 

solutions. 

	  “The	  Council	  is	  preparing	  a	  new	  Local	  Plan	  which	  will	  set	  out	  
areas	  of	  long	  term	  investment	  and	  growth	  over	  a	  twenty	  year	  

period,	  2016	  -‐	  2036.	  	  	  

	  It	  will	  outline	  where	  significant	  new	  development	  should	  go	  and	  
will	  include	  policies	  to	  protect	  valued	  environments	  and	  heritage.	  
A	  six	  week	  consultation	  is	  taking	  place	  from	  21st	  June	  to	  2nd	  
August	  2018	  on	  the	  Darlington	  Borough	  Draft	  Local	  Plan.	  	  

This	  is	  your	  opportunity	  to	  give	  us	  your	  views	  on	  the	  Draft	  Local	  
Plan	  and	  to	  help	  shape	  how	  the	  borough	  will	  grow	  in	  the	  future.”	  	  	  	  	  

(Darlington	  Borough	  Council	  2018)	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  

The	  Blackwell	  Grange	  Parkland	  today	  	  (DL3	  8QH)	  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkr1QjrXEa8	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
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https://www.facebook.com/parklandheritage/ 

 
The NETWORK 

“Parkland Heritage”, was birthed from (i) the #lovedarlotrees campaign 
(March 2018), (ii) an earlier on-going campaign group: ‘Blackwell Action 
Group’, 2015 (iii) A ‘Say-No-Association’, and most importantly the 
philosophy, aims and purpose of the Six Part Ethnographic Study 
(February 2018-February 2019  M & A Green ‘Freelance Ethnography’	  Parts	  1-‐6	  
inclusive)  

“As	  co-‐authors	  we	  are	  not	  spearheading	  a	  new	  campaign,	  but	  designing	  a	  solution.	  
Campaigns	  were	  launched	  from	  2013	  onwards,	  by	  others	  in	  earnest,	  when	  plans	  to	  
sell	  the	  Blackwell	  Meadows	  and	  the	  Historic	  Parkland	  were	  revealed.	  It	  is	  now	  

simply	  a	  drawing	  together	  of	  the	  facts,	  with	  the	  expectation	  that	  there	  will	  be	  this	  
true	  understanding	  and	  designing	  of	  a	  better	  and	  just	  solution.” 

•  ‘Parkland Heritage’ began as what has been described as  
‘invisible’ or ‘background’ network support given to the authors of 
the Ethnographic Study on the Community and wider, which is 
associated with Park West Ward Darlington. (FLYER March 2019) 

 
• ‘Parkland Heritage’ is supportive of the ‘Say No to Development 

on the Historic Parkland’ and in addition the need to raise to a 
high profile the on-going loss of woodland, “green spaces” and 
ancient trees, throughout the Borough. 

 
• As the breadth of the Ethnographic Study grew, the need for a 

greater expertise in terms of engagement with Officers and Elected 
Members was becoming evident.  This notion of a ‘better solution,’ 
the need for different areas of support evolved, to the extent that 
today there is a ‘network’ of over 20 specialist supporters each 
with a different background, but all with a passion to protect the 
Blackwell Parkland. 
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Current NETWORK	  

• Members of Local Naturalists’ Field Club 
• Ex-pat Climate change, environmental and conservationist Director 

(Ethical Investment. London UK)   
• Ex-pat Barrister acting as link for various introductions, and linking 

with a very ‘Key Figure’.    
• A very ‘Key Figure’ (QC) 
• Local medical consultants   
• Construction Company project managers.    
• Regional Surveyor.  
• Local Harriers Official/Co-ordinator 
• Member(s) of Local and National Friends of the Earth Group    
• Local Arts Group Co-ordinator    
• Local and National Green Party Members.      
• Movie maker 
• Parish and Diocese leaders. 
• North East Historical researcher.   
• Community figure. 
• Former LEA Officer   
• Mentor/Guide (Theology Centre)   
• Former Local Councillor x 2 
• Woodland Trust Volunteer Warden & Natural Sciences researcher. 
• Environmentalist & Community Campaigner (s) 
• Ex-pat freelance journalist 

 

The	  	  Historic	  Parkland	  today	  	  	  (DL3	  8QH)	  
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vision 

• To see the creation of a working practice with the various 
communities/interest groups and individuals by the establishing 
and recognition of a ‘Parkland Heritage Group’ which includes 
local elected members. ie  putting into practice the spirit of the  
Mission Statement.    (2016-2036 Draft Local Plan) 
 

• The removal of the Blackwell Grange East (Site 009) as it 
appeared in the June–August 2018 consultation Draft Local Plan. 
2016-2036.  Consideration to be made of the “Town House 
Resolution” February 2019  (p 12) 

 

• To extend the published ‘Heritage Trail’ and include Blackwell 
Grange and Parkland as part of this heritage. 

 

• To consider the procedures for its designation as a conservation 
area, Parkland, Park and /or “Green Space” and to include the 
owners of Blackwell Grange and the 5th Baronet and community in 
this process. Sir Mark Havelock-Allan QC has already indicated 
his belief in and willingness of this notion. 

 

• For this to be considered as a Civic Project supported by the 
Mayoral Office and celebrated in 2020 on the 200th anniversary of 
the creation of the Georgian Parkland. 

 

• For Local Councillors to recognise that this is not a Ward issue, or 
Parish but a town-wide. The Draft Local Plan is a Borough wide 
recognition that all are involved in all areas of the Borough 
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• For the Local Press to feature the vision and progress of the events 

of the ‘Road-Map’. ( Historical and Political Feature Writers) 
 

• For a variety funding opportunities and options be explored for the 
Parkland as recommended in the Archaeo-Environment Report 
2012.  A very clear funding plan is in existence, drawn up by a key 
member of the original ‘Parklands Association’. 

 

• For access to the Blackwell Parkland by all as a town-wide 
treasure. (‘Jewel in the Crown.’) 

 

• For use of this Parkland for special events: eg the 250th anniversary 
of the Railways. The 50th Anniversary of the Northern Ireland 
Peace Talks. The 200th Anniversary of this Georgian Pleasure 
Park. 

 

• For a formal invitation be made to an eminent figure and family 
successors, to become Patron(s) of the Historic Parkland. 

 

• The creation a Web-Page/Social Media Blog etc: “A New Park for 
Darlington.” 
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The value of the Archaeo-Environment 
Report (August 2012) IN RELATION TO “the 6 
PART STUDY” AND draft Local Plan (June –

August 2018) 
The “2012 Archaeo-Report” with its ‘Statement of Significance’ : 

 

 

	  
• The report is in the public domain.  
 
• It relates to a valuable ‘heritage asset of the town.’   

 
• There is legitimate ownership of this report by the various 

communities and the Parish.  
 

• It is unbiased and contains a wealth of objective historical data. 
 

• It contains many valid subjective and objective recommendations 
related to ‘green space’ criteria and a designatable Parkland.  

 
• It confirms a wider community belief as seeing the Parkland as a 

‘Jewel in the Crown.’   
 

• It is in harmony with the Borough Draft Local Plan para: 9.1.1, ,  
9.1.14.   ‘Safeguarding	  the	  Historic	  Environment’	  :	   	  (Part	  5	  Study	  pp	  24-‐
25	  ). 

 
• It serves as a common foundation for discussion, and holds 

credibility with the Community at its various levels.  
 
  

• It is in harmony with Draft Local Plan ‘Safeguarding	   the	  Historic	  
Environment’ para: 9.1.2 with particular reference to Zone 3.  (Part 
5 Study pp 26-29) 

 
• It is in harmony with the community comments of the 2015 

Consultation, the 2018 Community Survey Comments and statistics 
and the 2018 Draft Local Plan comments Portal. (Part 3 
Ethnographic Study & Appendix (II) 
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The Historic Parkland designation  

:zones of sensitivity & “The 
Resolution”. 

(pp 75-78 Statement of Significance 2012) 
 

	  
	  

Resolution:	  	  	  (i)	  That	  the	  Historic	  Blackwell	  Parkland,	  Darlington	  
Co.Durham	  be	  removed	  from	  the	  Draft	  Local	  Plan.	  	  	  (ii)	  Consideration	  to	  

be	  made	  for	  a	  conservation	  area.	  	  	  (iii)	  The	  Blackwell	  Grange	  listed	  
building	  	  DL3	  8QH	  sitting	  within	  a	  defined	  curtilage.	  	  	  This	  protective	  
curtilage	  without	  interruption,	  intrusion	  or	  disturbance	  from	  future	  

development.	  	  	  
	  

“ARCHAEO-REPORT” : THREE ZONES 
 

Zone 1:    Land between Mill Lane (site of) and Blands Corner. 
(Statement of Significance 2012) 
 

EXTRACT FROM THE REPORT 
“Land	   in	   the	   south	   of	   the	   Park	   was	   not	   formally	   part	   of	   the	   designed	  
landscape	   of	   1802	   or	   in	   the	   18th	   century,	   although	   it	   is	   accepted	   that	   all	  
designed	   landscapes	   create	   a	   ripple	   effect	   of	   decreasing	   design	   elements	  
extending	  from	  the	  country	  house.	  	  
	  
Consequently,	  the	  land	  south	  of	  Mill	  Lane	  was	  not	  ignored,	  but	  given	  a	  lighter	  
touch	   treatment	  of	   shelterbelt	   planting	   and	   later	   in	   the	  19th	   century	   a	   tree	  
clump.	  	  
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This	  means	  that	  this	  area	  is	   less	  sensitive	  to	  change	  than	  land	  to	  the	  north	  of	  
Mill	  Lane	  and	  future	  development	  may	  therefore	  be	  possible	  which	  extends	  the	  
Spinney	   southwards	   along	   Carmel	   Road	   South	   and	   include	   the	   area	   nearest	  
Blands	  Corner	  and	  the	  south	  end	  of	  Grange	  Road.	  
	  
	  It	   might	   also	   make	   this	   land	   more	   flexible	   for	   development	   if	   Mill	   Lane	   is	  
restored	   as	   a	   minor	   country	   lane	   which	   would	   create	   an	   additional	   access	  
point	  and	  return	  a	  clearly	  defined	  edge	  to	  the	  zone	  of	  high	  significance.	  	  
	  
Any	   development	   here	   would	   be	   best	   suited	   to	   high	   quality	   residential	  
development	   which	   would	   need	   to	   retain	   a	   strong	   tree	   canopy	   to	   the	  
perimeter	   (including	  Mill	   Lane	   if	   it	   is	   reopened)	   so	   that	   the	   character	  of	   the	  
Blackwell	  area	  is	  retained.	  The	  perimeter	  woodland	  planting	  could	  extend	  the	  
Pleasure	  Walks	  and	  provide	  a	  pedestrian	  route	  shielded	  from	  traffic.”	  	  

 
Zone 2  is described as 	  ‘a	  sensitive	  area,	  which	  could	  be	  brought	  back	  into	  
active	  use.’  Describing potential development of this this Zone, the 
report has this to say: 
 
“New	  buildings	  could	  reflect	  the	  form	  and	  overall	  style	  of	  a	  typical	  garden	  hot	  
house,	   so	   be	   against	   the	   garden	   walls,	   probably	   a	   lean	   to	   roof	   design,	   and	  
have	  a	  strong	  use	  of	  glass	  in	  their	  fabric.	  
	  
The	  walled	  gardens	  were	  divided	  into	  four	  geometric	  sections	  and	  the	  present	  
gym	  uses	  one	  quarter.”	  	  
	  
Zone 3:    The Parkland. (Statement of Significance 2012) 
 
“This	   area	   is	   most	   sensitive	   to	   change	   and	   no	   development	   should	   be	  
pursued.	   Instead,	  the	  Park	  would	  be	  best	  served	  with	  a	  Parkland	  restoration	  
plan	  which	  will	  provide	  a	  planting	   regime	  that	  builds	   in	  a	   long	   term	  plan	   for	  
the	  restoration	  of	  woodland	  features	  including	  Pleasure	  Walks,	  the	  ha-‐ha,	  the	  
boundary	  walls	  and	  sunken	  fences	  and	  the	  fish	  pond	  in	  particular.	  	  
	  
It	   should	   introduce	   a	   better	   maintenance	   regime	   so	   that	   vegetation	   is	  
managed	  and	  views	  returned	  along	  coach	  drives,	  and	  from	  the	  south	  and	  east	  
faces	   of	   the	   hotel.	   This	   would	   benefit	   the	   hotel	   and	   would	   also	   create	   an	  
attractive	  public	  space,	  thus	  resulting	  in	  the	  public	  benefit	  that	  will	  offset	  any	  
harm	  to	  the	  parkland.	  	  
	  
As	  part	  of	   this	  package,	   there	   is	   scope	   to	   create	  a	   community	  excavation	  of	  
both	   the	   ice	  house	  and	   the	  air	   raid	   shelter;	   the	   latter	  providing	  a	   long	   term	  
asset	  for	  key	  stage	  2	  children	  who	  study	  the	  Second	  World	  War	  and	  could	  visit	  
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the	  shelter	   in	  a	  safe	  environment	  with	  their	  school.	  Again	  this	  would	  help	  to	  
ensure	  that	  any	  development	  had	  a	  public	  benefit.	  	  	  
	  
Funding	   for	   a	   Parkland	   restoration	   plan	   can	   be	   made	   available	   from	   the	  
Heritage	  Lottery	  Fund	  and	  should	  the	  Council	  wish	  to	  pursue	  the	  possibility	  of	  
having	   the	   Park	   designated,	   this	  may	   increase	   the	   chances	   of	   obtaining	   the	  
funds	  necessary.	  “	  

END OF EXTRACT 
	  

‘Blackwell Grange sits on top of layers of history which each have a 
story to tell. The remarkable survival of pre-golf course features of 

more than one period is unusual.’	  (Archaeo-‐Report	  2012)	  
	  

“Area of parkland which meets English Heritage criteria for 
designation as a Registered Parkland.  (ZONE 3) 

 (p	  41	  Archaeo-‐Report	  2012)	  
(ZONE 2) “This is a sensitive area, which could be brought back 

into active use” Archaeo-‐Report	  2012 
	  

‘The presence of ridge and furrow in a Parkland is common, but the 
ability to identify the pre-English Parkland scene amongst the later 

naturalistic styles is unusual and raises this Parkland to a status that 
may well merit designation.”   (Archaeo-‐Report	  2012) 

 

	  
View of Blackwell Grange with sheep in the foreground from W.H.D. Longstaffe's   

“The History and Antiquities of the Parish of Darlington” published in 1854 
 
 

	  
	  

https://www.facebook.com/parklandheritage/	  
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SUMMARY 
"The Town House Resolution" was reached as a result of a very lengthy study of 
the Community, carried out over a period of 14 months, an analysis of the Local 
Plan, and the ongoing work of campaign groups from 2013. 
 
It was formulated in February 2019 at the end of a stay by Sir Mark Anthony 
Havelock Allan QC, during which Sir Mark met with 'key' people.  
 
The notion of a New Park for Darlington was the result of a meeting at the "Town 
House", Houndgate, between Chris Lloyd, journalist and historian, and Sir Mark 
and Angela and Michael  freelancers. 
 
It has been endorsed by a wide advisory network, campaign groups, members of 
Friends of the Earth, the Green Party, all candidates of the May 2019 Local 
Elections for Park West, and the re- Elected Members of the Ward. 
 
Recognition was given to the Community for their work highlighting the loss of the 
Meadows, and the need for conservation of the Historic Parkland at the ‘Northern 
Groundswell Conference on Climate Change’ May 18th 2019, through the David 
Gladwell Memorial Award (Darlington Friends of the Earth) 
 
The	  VIDEO	  links	  	  	  https://vimeo.com/275526804	  	  	  	  may	  be	  useful	  to	  those	  who	  
are	  not	  fully	  aware	  of	  the	  background	  to	  the	  Community	  Study.	  
	  

https://friendsoftheearth.uk/trees/one-‐communitys-‐fight-‐save-‐historic-‐
parkland	  

	  “We have already degraded or converted 75% of the land of our planet.” 
(Prof Bob Watson UN Report 2019) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkr1QjrXEa8	  
 

“Human activity has impacted both the abundance and diversity of animals 
and plants.” 

 (UN Report 2019) 
  

“Major cities Bristol and Manchester both passed motions that declared a 
'climate emergency' and set targets aiming to be carbon neutral by 2030 and 

2038 respectively. Their decisions have since been echoed by councils 
across the country.”   (CACC 2019) 

	  	  	  	   	  Freelance	  Ethnography	  	   M	  &	  A	  Green.	  JUNE	  2019	  
	  

Any inaccuracies will be unintended. As with all responsible ‘Freelancers’, any of the content will 
be revised to make it accurate and append any correction to these files. 

 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  
	  https://www.facebook.com/parklandheritage/   
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APPENDIX  (ii) 
 

INDIVIDUAL  RESPONSES 
 

 
 

LOCAL PLAN CONSULTATION PORTAL 2018 
 
“The	  Council	  is	  preparing	  a	  new	  Local	  Plan	  which	  will	  set	  out	  
areas	  of	  long	  term	  investment	  and	  growth	  over	  a	  twenty	  year	  

period,	  2016	  -‐	  2036.	  	  	  

	  It	  will	  outline	  where	  significant	  new	  development	  should	  go	  and	  
will	  include	  policies	  to	  protect	  valued	  environments	  and	  heritage.	  
A	  six	  week	  consultation	  is	  taking	  place	  from	  21st	  June	  to	  2nd	  
August	  2018	  on	  the	  Darlington	  Borough	  Draft	  Local	  Plan.	  	  

This	  is	  your	  opportunity	  to	  give	  us	  your	  views	  on	  the	  Draft	  Local	  
Plan	  and	  to	  help	  shape	  how	  the	  borough	  will	  grow	  in	  the	  future.”	  	  	  	  	  

(Darlington	  Borough	  Council	  2018)	  

 
 
 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SxV0ThzfLRUekhuvLXOAQO_sslZOcRpT/

view?usp=sharing	  
 

 
 
To view all of the comments from the Consultation Portal click on 

the above link or copy and paste into browser 
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APPENDIX    (iii) 

 
BOROUGH COUNCIL CONSULTATION 2015  

	  

	  
 

The consultation exercise carried out by the Borough Council 
2015, three years prior to the June-August 2018 Draft Local Plan 

events and process. 
 

A total of 174 responses:   Click on a link or copy and post into browser 
 
 
	  
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/2300/responses-‐1-‐20.pdf	  
	  
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/2294/responses-‐21-‐40.pdf	  
	  
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/2293/responses-‐41-‐60.pdf	  
	  
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/2292/responses-‐61-‐80.pdf	  
	  
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/2291/responses-‐81-‐100.pdf	  
	  
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/2299/responses-‐101-‐108.pdf	  
	  
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/2298/responses-‐109-‐120.pdf	  
	  
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/2297/responses-‐121-‐140.pdf	  
	  
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/2296/responses-‐141-‐160.pdf	  
	  
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/2295/responses-‐161-‐174.pdf	  
	  
	  

Click the individual links, or copy and paste into browser 
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APPENDIX   (iv) 
 
 
 
 

	  

The	  Archaeo-‐Environment	  Report	  :	  “Blackwell	  Grange	  Statement	  of	  
Significance.”	  	  (August	  2012)	  	  

	  

Click the link below or copy and paste into browser 
 
 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1b6xiBAZg8W6jLsXQOoDh2j6cpwvoKBvp

/view?usp=sharing	  
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APPENDIX   (v) 
 
 
 
 
 

	  

The	  Archaeo-‐Environment	  Report	  :	  “Chronolgy	  -‐Historic	  Time-‐Line	  ”	  	  

(August	  2012)	  	  

	  
 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S4nnT45P81W99lkN-‐Jsi0DQ-‐yrEEIINm/view	  
	  

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S4nnT45P81W99lkN-‐Jsi0DQ-‐yrEEIINm/view	  
	  
	  

Click the link above or copy and paste into browser 
	  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



	   49	  

APPENDIX  (Vi) 

“An Ethnographic Study in the community 
of Park West ward Darlington, Co. Durham.” 

                                           
          Havelock                                  Allan of Blackwell 

Part	  1	  	  	  	  Describes	  how	  it	  all	  started	  and	  has	  the	  comments	  from	  the	  community	  
	  
Part	  2	  	  	  	  Covers	  the	  criteria	  for	  designation	  as	  a	  'Green	  Space'	  and	  deals	  with	  the	  	  	  	  
sensitive	  issues	  of	  memorial	  trees	  and	  sacred	  ashes	  
	  
Part	  3	  	  	  	  Contains	  all	  of	  the	  written	  comments	  from	  the	  Local	  Plan	  2016-‐2036	  
	  
Part	  4	  	  	  	  Is	  very	  visual	  and	  has	  photographic	  evidence	  and	  press	  articles	  
	  
Part	  5	  	  	  Presents	  the	  case	  for	  the	  Authority	  pulling	  back,	  based	  on	  the	  'Archaeo-‐
Environment	  Report	  '.	  	  It	  shows	  the	  Zones	  of	  sensitivity	  of	  the	  Parkland	  in	  map	  
form	  
	  
Part	  6	  	  	  Contains	  the	  "Town	  House	  Resolution".	  	  The	  Network.	  The	  groups	  who	  
have	  lobbied.	  The	  vision	  for	  a	  "New	  Park...Natural	  Park	  for	  Darlington".	  	  
	  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PoYcrSq4UbYSJuzngxvqvmz8HDc_sxFV/view?

usp=sharing	  
	  
	  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iFkJfK8JqVULaTKNJLJtFdf06rGLLrux/view?us
p=sharing	  

	  
 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15dLrHxFUbpFB3TFCFfKao09suxLZcs4x/view?
usp=sharing	  

	  
	  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MniIAhoEyd2V7B64xqjxW37snLqSdAE_/view
?usp=sharing	  

	  
	  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yyfKQzLf0al6G7W5DvGSyhoZofL2r5zz/view?
usp=sharing	  

	  
	  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w54Uj4Bzhdkwf36k60DGugGyGef1Pica/view

?usp=sharing	  
	  

CLICK ON LINK OR PASTE INTO BROWSER TO ACCESS APPROPRIATE PART 
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APPENDIX  (ViI) 
 
                       Blackwell Grange Chronology (Archaeo-Environmemt 2012) 

1183  

Boldon Book.—In Blackwell are forty-seven oxgangs, which the 
tenants in villenage hold, and they render rent and service in all 
points as the villans of Darlington. Five farmers hold four oxgangs, 
and pay rent and do service like those of Derlyngton. Thomas Fitz-
Robert holds an oxgang and pays 40d. Four acres, which were 
once of John Rufus, pay 16d.Adam, son of Ralph de Stapilton (fn. 
88) , holds four oxgangs, and one parcel of tillage of sixteen acres 
and three roods, 5s. 4d. and he shall look to the performance of the 
Bishop's autumn tillage, and he serves on the Bishop's embassies; 
the same Adam pays for the herbage of Bathela 32d. Ten cottages 
pay 5s. and assist in making ricks of hay, and carry fruit, and work 
at the mill. Robert Bland pays for a little plot of land near the Tees, 
6d. Hugh Pundere pays for one acre 12d. and there is one toft 
waste.  

1343-81  

Hatfield's Survey.—John Middleton holds in right of his wife, one 
messuage and five oxgangs, which were once John of Blackwell's , 
and were granted by charter, to hold by knight's service and the 
sixteenth part multure, et cooperabit molas supra le Louthre, 23s. 
8d. rent: the same John holds a parcel of tillage called Gromball, 
containing sixteen acres and three roods; and two  

 

parcels of tillage called Lynholme and Elstantoftes; and one 
tenement, called the Castle-hill, with the herbage of Bathley, 
containing four acres of meadow and pasture: also the same John 
holds one plot or parcel, which is built upon, and half an oxgang; a 
toft, with a croft of half a rood, 12d.; and the toft which was once 
William of Oxenhall's, with a croft of one acre, by charter, 2d. 
William Strygate, Chaplain, holds one acre at Ellestantoft by 
knight's service and  

4d. Emma Morrell three acres at Spyklyt (fn. 90) by knight's 
service, 15d. Peter Thomesson, in right of his wife, half an acre and 
half a rood in Oxenhal-flat, 16d. Four other tenants hold certain 
lands by knight's service, and pay.......—Bond- lands. John Verty 
holds one oxgang [the rent and services exactly as those of the 
Bond-tenants of Darlington]. Nineteen others hold twenty-four 
messuages and thirty-nine oxgangs and a half on the same terms. 
The same tenants hold amongst them five oxgangs, which was 
once bond-land, and pay at the Feast of the Purification, as it is 
said, ten quarters of wheat, and five quarters of barley, and fifteen 
of oats. [For the services of the bond- lands nothing is said, quia 
postea in villa de Cokerton.]—Cottagers. John Pothow and Peter 
Thomesson hold one cottage, make hay-ricks, carry fruit, and work 
at the  

 

mill, and pay at the four terms 21d. Three other cottages owe the 
same services.—Exchequer- lands. Twenty-five tenants hold 
certain tofts and crofts, tenements and lands by the name of 
Exchequer-lands, free of all service (sine operibus), only paying 
divers annual rents. All the Exchequer- lands answer for the 
services of five cottages, till it be seen on which lands those 
services should be charged. The bond-tenants hold an acre called 
Punder-land,  
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2s. 6d. The same bond- tenants pay for the office of Punder 10s.; 
for wodlades at the Nativity of St. John 11s.9d.; for toll of ale 3s.; 
and they hold a pasture called  

Rathel (Bathel?) 10s. 8d. The same tenants hold the tenement 
once Roger Stapelton's, 8d. From the whole vill is received for an 
increment of one toft, 18d.; for a pasture called the Langdraght, 
16s.; for wodsilver at Martinmas, and for a hen at Christmas, 2s. 
The watermill is in the hands of the tenants of Derlington, with the 
rent.  

1663  George Allan is born in Staffordshire and makes is fortune in salt 
mined in Hartlepool and distributed from Darlington  

1685  
In 1685 the freeholders in Blackwell were, William Richardson, 
Gent. In London; Whayre Fawcett, Gent.; Thomas Garthorne (sold 
to Peter Hutchinson, who lives at Cornforth).  

  
c.1690  George Allan starts building at Blackwell Grange  

Late 17th 

century  

Blackwell belongs to the Allan family, bought from Thomas Hill who 
already had an estate and handsome mansion house there 
(possibly a farmhouse originally).  

1693  Building commenced at Blackwell Grange  

1710  

The house was built about 1710 for George Allan, a wealthy 
industrialist who died in 1748.  

First phase of building at the Grange consisting of five bays, three 
storeys now in the centre of the long east range  

1712  Blackwell Grange is the main home for the Allan  

 
family and is the home for James Allan (1712-90) and his son 
George Allan (1736-1800)  

1717  

George Allan (son of the GA who built the Grange) married 
wealthy Thomasine Prescott and while they were away on their 
‘bridal excursion’ GA the father started work on the south wing to 
surprise them on their return. The south wing contained the state 
room on the first floor with a fine four poster bed and wood carving 
by Grindling Gibbons.  

 
1717  

Another 5 bays added to the south, based on rainwater head, the 
same height but two storeyed with a pilastered parapet with vases  

1720  The State Chamber is built with the South Wing  

1722  On the lead rainwater heads of the building were the initials T G 
1722 A for George and Thomasine Allan.  
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1736  

George Allan, the son of James Allan of Blackwell Grange, 
Darlington, was born on 7 June 1736. He was an eminent lawyer in 
Darlington, and was also very active as an antiquarian, being 
particularly interested in Co Durham's history.  

1743  
George Allan senior dies and leaves the Grange to his son who 
dies ten years later in 1753 leaving two daughters, one of whom 
was Ann Allan who was noted for her work with the  

 poor.  

1748  George Allan dies and leaves the estate to his grandaughter  

1772  Part of the grange is turned into a private theatre by Anne Allan  

1785  

  

Anne Allan dies and the Blackwell estate is passed to her cousin 
James Allan of Darlington, known to be the ‘crossest and sternest 
man who ever lived’.  

1787  

George Allan, Esq’s last surviving daughter, Anne Allan, who died 
in 1787, devised the estate to her cousin, James Allan, of 
Darlington, grandfather of the present [1823] proprietor, George 
Allan, Esq.  

1790  

James Allan dies on the same day in January that a tremendous 
storm uprooted trees and shook the Grange and Darlington to their 
respective foundations. George Allan, the antiquarian succeeds to 
the estate. The grounds around the house are surveyed and 
consist of formal tree  

 avenues and enclosed gardens and orchards  

1792  

George Allan houses his collection of stuffed birds and animals, 
books, coins, gems etc in two rooms on the north side of the house 
and he opens part of the house as a free museum which reached 
2,000 visitors a year.  

1800  
George Allan dies and is succeeded by another George Allan who 
was best known as being a politician and at the time was known as 
‘Allan the Member’.  

1802  

A new layout is proposed for the grounds around Blackwell 
Grange for George Allan Esq. It consists of a more ‘naturalistic’ 
landscape with a tree circuit, water features, tree clumps, more tree 
planting around the Grange, but also retained some of the tree 
lined avenues.  

George Allan buys the area to be Blackwell Hall  

1802-3  Folly built by G Allan on the site of a former leper hospital  
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1808  John Allan buys the Hall and folly area  

1811  George Allan and his cousin Robert arrange to split up the estate  

1813  

  

George Allan is elected Member of Parliament  

1818  

  

Family money is running out and so Allan does not stand for 
election again as the costs would be too high – he retires to France  

1820  Blackwell Grange Park is shown with its fully planted circuit of 
trees and main drive to the house in Greenwood’s map  

 
1822  

George Allan’s museum collection is sold to the Literary and 
Philosophical Society of Newcastle for £400  

1828  

  
George Allan dies on 21st July 1828 in France and his body is 
returned for burial.  

Blackwell Grange was bequeathed to George Allan.  

 

1833  
 
John Allan buys the hall area tenements  

 

1850  

 

Blackwell Grange passes to a cousin Robert Henry Allan (High 
Sheriff of Durham 1851), whose mother was Hannah Havelock.  

 

18?  Blackwell Hall built by either Robert Allan or his son John Allan 
(d.1844)  

1833  Sale of Allan estate releases land for development in the town 
centre and on the outskirts; but demand outside the town is limited  

 with much going for agricultural use  

1848  Auction sale at the Grange of horses due to William Allan ‘who has 
left his farms’ includes 31 horses heifers, hay, harnesses  

1858  Waterhouse is commissioned to make alterations to Blackwell 
House  

1870  South Park is derived from the Thompson estate after they went 
bankrupt  

1877  Two boxwood trees are stolen from the Grange by John Wilson 
and David Storey and are sold to Harrison Coates at the Cricketers 
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  for one shilling and a quart of ale  

1880  

In 1880, another cousin, Sir Henry Havelock Bt., came to the 
property on the condition that he changed his name to Havelock-
Allan as required in Robert Allan’s will. The Havelock-Allan 
Baronets held the estate until after the death of the second Baronet 
in 1953.  

 
1880  

Sir Henry Havelock Allan ‘had greatly improved the historic old 
house in 1880’  

1880  
Havelock takes out an injunction to prevent the cutting down or 
ornamental timber at the Blackwell Grange estate in contravention 
of the lease  

1882  
The land formerly occupied by the late Mr. Harrison as a nursery in 
Grange road is sold for building plots (terraced houses and 
detached residences)  

1884  South Park is expanded  

  
1889  

  

Artwork from Blackwell Grange is sold at auction at the Mechanics’ 
Institute  

1890  

Sir Henry Havelock-Allan has the Grange extended by adding to 
the western end of the south front and to the north end of the east 
front. The east porch was also added and alterations carried out. 
However the state room in the south wing, the fireplaces and the 
staircase remain unaltered.  

 
1897  

Sir Henry Havelock-Allan is killed in the Khyber Pass and is 
succeeded by another Sir Henry Havelock-Allan  

 
1899  64 acres of grassland at Blackwell Grange is let  

1900  
The 1717 south bays were extended to ten and given a new 
doorcase. Three bays at the north end of the east front were 
added, plus the east porch and many internal alterations.  

1904  

Sir Anthony James Allan Havelock-Allan, 4th Baronet (28 February 
1904 - 11 January 2003) was born at Blackwell Grange and 
became a prolific and successful British film producer and 
screenwriter whose credits included This Happy Breed, Blithe Spirit, 
the 1968 version of Romeo and Juliet and Ryan's Daughter.  

1930  Sir Henry Havelock-Allan sold Blackwell Hall to W. Stanley 
Robinson, Darlington auctioneer. He lived there for 10 years  

 
and to prevent ‘bungalow type’ houses being built he built some 
large houses in the grounds.  

1930  
Blackwell Golf Club House is a called the British Pavilion in a 
Norwegian style and dates to 1930, bought and shipped in pieces 

from the Trade Fair in Antwerp by Robinson . The 18th hole is still 
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called the British pavilion.  

 
1931  Blackwell Golf Club opened in April  

1932  Blackwell Lane  

 
1937   

1939  An air raid shelter is built on the south edge of the formal gardens 
for Sir Henry Havelock Allan by W. S. Sutton, architect  

1939  Robinson starts works on a new hotel at Blackwell Hall  

1940  Blackwell Hall becomes a hotel.  

1945   

1953  Sir Henry Havelock-Allan dies Blackwell estate is sold by the 
Havelock-Allans  

 
1954  

On the death of Sir Henry Spencer Moreton Havelock-Allan in 1954 
the ‘remaining’ contents were sold by auction on 17, 18 and 19 
March 1954 by L.W.Arnett.  

 
195?  

Blackwell Grange is purchased by Darlington Corporation for 
£37,000.  

1963  Blackwell Hall is sold to building contractors and the hall is made 
into six flats and more development takes place around it  

1965  Blackwell Hall is demolished  

1967  Blackwell Grange opens as a hotel  

1977   

1989  Rumours suggest that  

 

Blackwell Grange golf club are selling of the golf course to a 
developer for housing and that the club might be run by 
Stressholme golf Club  

 
2012  

Rumours abound that Blackwell Grange Gold Club may be leaving 
their course to join Stressholm Golf Course  
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APPENDIX  (VIIi)           3 Options  
	  

	  

 
The Parkland in its entirety in the region of 

20.11Ha 
	  

	  
The Parkland with the line drawn across from the 

Spinney (old/former Mill Lane) 15.85Ha 
 
	  

	  
The Parkland with the line drawn across from the 
former Victorian coach-house building 18.87Ha. 
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APPENDIX  (VIIi)  CONT……… 
            

 
Video & Press Links 

 
	  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkr1QjrXEa8	  
 

https://friendsoftheearth.uk/trees/trees-‐love-‐affair	  
	  

https://friendsoftheearth.uk/trees/friends-‐earth-‐reveals-‐frontlines-‐fight-‐
trees	  
	  

https://friendsoftheearth.uk/trees/one-‐communitys-‐fight-‐save-‐historic-‐
parkland	  

	  
https://vimeo.com/275526804	  

	  
https://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/17783164.study-sparks-move-preserve-

historic-darlington-parkland/?fbclid=IwAR38FfteMBqdmv6wn-
dlafzACG8njIpPb0UwUN6DQkH1JSRsBwrZ7Z4vKKA 

https://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/local/darlington/18014127.mayor-
heralds-work-historic-parkland-preservation-group/ 

https://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/18479092.desire-‐line-‐paths-‐
form-‐undergrowth-‐darlington-‐park/	  

 
 
 

CLICK ON LINK OR PASTE INTO BROWSER TO ACCESS APPROPRIATE LINK 

 
Submitted by Parkland Heritage Network. 

Summer 2020 

(Open Spaces Society Membership no: 76611) 

	  
	  

	  Freelance	  Ethnography	  	   M	  &	  A	  Green.	  JUlLY	  2020	  



an Ethnographic Study in the 
community of Park West ward 

Darlington, Co. Durham. 

                                                                  
       Havelock                                         Allan of Blackwell 

 

 

part Five : prior to and post  the draft 
local plan, the consultation process and 

the  introduction of the ‘open portal’ 

“one third two thirds” 

the significance of the historic 
Blackwell parkland 

 

February 2018-December 2018   (released 07.01.19) 

                                                   #lovedarlotrees         M & A Green 

“Ethnography, the study of single groups or communities through direct 
contact and dialogue with the culture” 
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For anyone living in the Parish of Blackwell, and in particular the Ward 
of Park West, between 2012 and 2015, the words significance, 
archaeological, environmental and future development will have been 
well known.  It was through the release a very comprehensive report 
carried out by a Barnard Castle heritage consultancy, that there was a  
realisation of change in the air.  

“Archaeo-Environment Ltd is a highly respected heritage consultancy with 
experienced staff all at senior consultancy level.” 

“We provide specialist advice on the conservation, research and management of 
buried archaeological deposits, historic buildings, designed parklands and historic 
settlements and landscapes, all achieved through research, planning and public 
engagement. We provide a comprehensive range of heritage services to developers, 
local councils, community groups, individuals and national heritage agencies such as 
English Heritage and The National Trust. We are specialists in a number of areas of 
historic environment management including the production of Conservation 
Management Plans, Heritage Statements and Impact Assessments, Conservation Area 
Appraisals and Statements of Significance. We have considerable public inquiry 
experience and offer a range of other services including Historic Building Recording 
and Historic Landscape Survey and Characterisation.” 

The release of the report on the Historic Blackwell Parkland had an 
immediate impact on the Community, and this is evident by the number 
and frequency of references made to the report in comments recorded in 
the 2018 Community Survey (Part 1 of this Study), the Darlington Draft 
Local Plan 2016-2035 open portal (Part 3 of this Study) and the “Making 
and Growing Places” response forms (2015) in the appendices of  of this 
Study. (Appendix 4) 

The Blackwell Meadows (Havelock-Allan Fields), themselves were not 
part of the Archaeo-Environment Report, but the ‘happenings’ of 
February 2018, and the concern for the Historic Parkland, acted as a 
catalyst in bringing a fresh interest by the Community in the detail of the 
report its value, recommendations and outcomes.   

https://www.aenvironment.co.uk/index.php/online-‐library 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MniIAhoEyd2V7B64xqjxW37snLqSdAE_/view?usp=sharing	  
	  

(	  The	  above	  LINK	  connects	  directly	  to	  Part	  4	  and	  the	  access	  to	  Parts	  1,2,3)	  
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“One third-two thirds” (the significance of 
the Historic Blackwell Parkland) 

 

Introduction. 

This Ethnographic Study of the Community and Parish of the Ward of 
Park West has proved organic in nature. This form of growth was 
elaborated upon in Part 1 of the Study p 8, and described as the 
serendipity element: 

“Firstly the amazing growth in the enthusiasm of the researchers as they 
become absorbed in the task. This can often be mistaken for sheer hard work, 
but which is in fact the hidden joy of engagement.  (This has been very 
apparent in the hours and energy, both the community in general pulling 
together, and the interviewers and other supporters have given, and continue 
to give to the issues, and making their case and feelings known.) 
 
Secondly the ‘Serendipity Element’, which often occurs during the analysis of 
results. In other words something begins to emerge, a pattern, which was not 
purposely being pursued, but which simply and clearly presents itself.  (This 
study is no exception, and will be revealed later.) 
 
Thirdly, the surprise, not always pleasant coming through the results, 
outcomes or analysis, which often requires the “Mary Poppins Rule.” [A	  
spoonful	  of	  sugar…………….]” 
 

The significance of the Historic Parkland, when considering the value it 
has to the Parish of Blackwell, the Ward and town-wide is evidenced in 
this  ‘pulling together’ of the community, and the shear resistance to the 
notion of change and loss as discussed in Part 3 of the Study and 
presented in ‘The Beckhard-Harris formula for Change’ p 18.  The unity 
of the various groups, which make up ‘community’,(Part 2 Study p 3),  in 
the resistance to any potential loss is clearly illustrated in the earlier parts 
of the study through: 

• Photographic evidence, record and narrative relating to the 
public demonstrations of Spring 2018  (Part 1 and Part 4) 

• Photographic evidence, record and narrative relating to the 
protected species ie the trees and the Great Crested Newt 
population.  (Part 1 pp 11-15.  Part 4 pp 61-71)   

• The engaging of the community during the doorstep 
interviews and the desire to be listened too. (Part 1 pp 18-
20) 
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• The passion expressed in the comments of the 2018 
Community Survey and the children’s and young people’s 
art work  ( Appendix 14) 

• The number of movie clips made public on social media by 
members of the Community (Part 4 Study p 28) 

• The introduction, preparation and distribution of 
#lovedarlotrees Community Newsletters (Part 4 pp 7-10) 

• The desire by members of the community to engage with the 
Draft Local Plan June-August 2018, and the sheer number of 
comments placed on the public portal  (Appendix 14) 

• The volume of comments made in the local press by a wider 
town community (Part 4 Study pp 29-60) 

• The letters to the local press in the ‘Hear all Sides’ column 
• The reports in the local press by journalists (Part 4 pp 29-

60) 
• The community walk beginning with the blessing of the 

fields and green spaces, held May 12th 2018 (Part 4 p 73) 
• The VIP visit to the Meadows, the walking of Parkland by 

the Deputy Leader of the Green Party on her trip to the 
North and the community support of that event. (Part 4 p 25) 

• The ‘ribboning’ of trees, and the decorating and dressing of 
trees for National Tree Week. (November/December 2018) 

• The #lovedarlotrees events in conjunction with Friends of 
the Earth and the Green Party in Darlington town centre. 

Subjective and objective 
The information gathered for this study over the past 11 months or so has 
be a mixture of subjective and objective. 

By definition, subjective data is data that is collected or obtained via 
personal interactions, i.e., talking, sharing, explaining, etc. Objective data 
is data that is collected or obtained via established or verifiable facts and 
sources. It is collected to confirm suspicions and assumptions. Objective 
data will be the same from multiple sources, and can be counted or 
described accurately and confirmed. 

The major thrust of Part 5 of the Study will focus on a survey and report, 
well known to this Community/Parish carried out on the Historic 
Parkland in 2012: ‘The Archaeo-Environment Report and Statement of 
Significance’. Much of its content, detail and findings fall into the 
category of ‘verifiable facts and sources’, which can be ‘accurately 
confirmed’, thus bringing in a strong element of objectivity to the study.  
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During Part 5 of this Study we will ask the reader to keep in mind the 
unresolved issues regarding the former Blackwell Meadows. (Part 1 
Study pp 40-47) the openness and value of the meetings held over a 
period of 9 months or so with elected members, officers and other 
personnel within DBC (Part 2 Study p12 &  Appendix 1 of this Study) as 
well as local interest groups,(Part2 p 3), Parish Priest, Dean , Archdeacon 
of Auckland and the local MP, recorded earlier in the Study. 

In doing so, bringing to the reader’s attention to and reminding of :  

• The validity of the detailed comments of the Community Survey 
2018 (Appendix 14) 
 

• The Local Draft Plan consultation process and the importance and 
validity of recorded comments from the community on the DBC 
Portal 02.08.18 (Appendix 14) 
 

• The value of the ‘green spaces’ of the Parish/Ward, and the already 
30% loss through the disposal of the Meadows. (Part 2 pp 6-10)  
 

• The historic significance to be looked at in detail in the 2012  
Archaeo-Environment Report, (Appendix 13) and its “Statement of 
Significance” , describing the Historic Parkland as: 

“sitting on top of layers of history”….   the remarkable survival of features of more  
than one period is unusual”….this survival extending back to medieval times which 

served the villagers of Blackwell…identifying a pre-English Parkland scene” (pp 
74-78.  Ibid 2012) 

• The misinterpretations or misjudgements between Community and 
Elected Members, in the belief that the development on the 
Blackwell Meadows was ‘supported by the residents.’ (Part 1 
Study. pp 20-24 & pp 40-47) 
 

• The perceived polarised views of the Community and wider Parish 
with those of local elected members of the Ward, regarding the 
notion of  (i) ‘progress’ when referring to the loss of the Blackwell 
Meadows, (Part 1 Study p37) and (ii) the nature, workings and 
understandings of the consultation process within the Draft Local 
Plan open portal (June–August 2018) with regards to the Historic 
Blackwell Parkland, including those eligible to comment. (Part 3) 
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• The advice from those currently researching the ‘field’, on the 
stages of the proactive approach open to the Community over 
planning issues, with those holding the responsibility and rôle of 
surrogate, leading to ‘future ministerial introduction and 
involvement.’(Part 3 Study  pp 9-10.& pp20-21. Part 1 p 43) 

• The validity of, and web-access to, the earlier 174 community 
responses made to the Local Authority dated July 2015 (Appendix 
4), dealing specifically with the future of the Historic Parkland. 
These responses being in harmony with, and reflecting accurately 
the 12 areas identified in this study included in the extract below, 
and described as ‘Roadmap- Emergent Areas’.(Appendix 2) The 
responses of 2015 can be accessed as PDF documents through the 
links in Appendix 4.   

 

EXTRaCT:    Key/Roadmap (‘Emergent Areas’) 
The following 12 areas have been cross-referenced into the 4 
Parts of the Study. These areas emerged from the analysis of 
comments, observations, background reading and detail of: 
 

• The original Community survey of the 280 households in 
the Ward during Spring 2018. Part 1 of the Study 

 
• The Draft Darlington Borough Council Local Plan  

Consultation Portal June-August 2018.  Part 2 of the 
Study 

 
• The Comments Column in the Local Press (Northern 

Echo) following the articles from March 2018–July 2018 
regarding the Blackwell Meadows and the Historic 
Parkland.   Part 4 of the Study 

	  
This has been created to give quick and easy access for the 
reader to some of the more relevant sections within the Study. 
It should be particularly helpful when considering the DBC 
Draft Local Plan, and The Localism Act (2011 & 2017), in 
respect of the preservation of the Historic Blackwell Parkland 
in its entirety, as a heritage asset of the town.  The 
references, Appendices and Codicils listed are by no means 
exhaustive, but will assist the reader to gain a broader view 
of the extent of the areas emerging from the research. 
(Details in Appendix 2) 
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The 12 ‘Emergent Areas’for the preservation of the 
Historic Parkland. 

(i) Historic 
(ii)  Environmental 
(iii)  Ecological 
(iv)  Political & Managerial 
(v) Aesthetic 
(vi)  Moral 
(vii)  Ethical 
(viii)  Spiritual 
(ix)  Generational and heritage 
(x) Community ‘connectivity’ [green spaces] 
(xi)  Health:  Physical and Mental 
(xii)  Legislative/proposed Criteria- ‘Green 

Space’ NPPF (2018)  & DB Council 
 

End of Extract     (Appendix 2) 
 
 

The process prior to the ‘Happenings’ of 
February 2018 

Archaeo-environment report. “Statement of 
Significance:  Blackwell Grange” August 2012 

The report was commissioned by Darlington Borough Council and is 
described in the introduction as ‘ a study of the significance of Blackwell 
Grange, [the family home of the Havelock-Allans Part 1 of the Study p.4], 
in particular the Historic Parkland. [Historic Blackwell Parkland Part 1 
Study Appendix 12,  & Appendix 11 of this Study] 

The Archaeo-Environment Report 2012, (Appendix 13), some 80 pages in 
length gives a comprehensive history of the Grange and the Blackwell 
Parkland, its ecology, value and historic points and assets of significance.  
A first class use of archives, local historians, library and university 
archive, as well as on site surveys are brought together to produce the 
document, making good use of photographic records and ancient and 
existing maps.     

The report details some 101 assets of Historic Significance of which only 
11 have been destroyed leaving 89 at the present time on the Parkland. A 
detailed map of the Heritage Assets within the Parkland accompanied by 
a 30 page key is included in the report. (pp 42-71 Statement of 
Significance 2012) 
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“Today, the Parkland continues to make a positive contribution to the 
character of the Blackwell area with a tree lined perimeter that gives the area 
a green and leafy feel. The wooden fence lines of Carmel Road South counter 
the busy traffic with a rural character and the red brick boundaries provide a 
well-defined terminus to the Parkland. The Pleasure Walks still provide a 
community benefit and offer a retreat from the traffic but the lack of vegetation 
control has prevented views from the hotel to the south and east and has 
removed some of the carefully controlled views of the hotel from the carriage 
drives.” (p 33 Statement of Significance 2012) 
  
The report describes the Parkland as: 
 
 “An important ‘green wedge’ extending into the urban area and create a 
gentle transition between rural agricultural land between Darlington and Croft, 
the leafy suburbia of the Blackwell area and the increasing urban environment 
of high quality Victorian and Edwardian suburbs that lead to the town centre 
fringe.” (p 7 Statement of Significance 2012) 

“The boundary of the Parkland as far as the line of the former Mill Lane, 
Grangeside, The Spinney, Blackwell Lane and Upsall Drive should therefore 
be considered as curtilage.” Fig 1.  (p 9 Statement of Significance 2012) 
 
“There are a few listed buildings in the surrounding area, but they are 
separated from the Parkland by modern suburban buildings and are now 
divorced from any visual historic context.” (p 9 Statement of Significance 2012 
 
“Blackwell Grange has already been assessed as being nationally important 
and as such is designated as a listed building. Grade II* buildings are those 
which are particularly important buildings of more than special interest and 
grade II buildings are those of special interest”, (p 9 Statement of Significance 
2012) 
 
“Further, any buildings within the curtilage of the listed buildings and which 
was built before 1947 are also considered to listed.” (p 9 Statement of 
Significance 2012) 
 
 

Summary of significance 
(pp 74-75 Statement of Significance 2012 

extract 
 

“The	   special	   interest	  of	   the	  Parkland	   is	   in	   the	   survival	  of	  historic	  documents	  
which	   have	   allowed	   the	   pre-‐1790	   planting	   regime	   to	   be	   identified	   amongst	  
the	  subsequent	  1802	  planting	  regime.	  These	  historic	  maps	  of	  1790	  and	  1802	  
are	  of	  considerable	  historic	  significance.	  Using	   these	  maps,	   some	  correlation	  
can	   be	   seen	   between	   present	   day	   trees	   and	   Parkland	   features	   and	   those	  
depicted	  on	  the	  1802	  map	  and	  even	  the	  1790	  map.	  	  
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It	   is	  possible	  that	  some	  of	  these	  tree	  clumps	  and	  avenues	  are	  original	  to	  the	  
18th	   century,	   although	   undoubtedly,	   some	   will	   have	   been	   replaced.	   This	  
combined	   with	   the	   survival	   of	   ridge	   and	   furrow	   throughout	   the	   park	   has	  
created	  a	  landscape	  that	  is	  a	  palimpsest	  with	  layers	  of	  landscape	  design,	  each	  
identifiable	  with	   the	   help	   of	   the	   two	  maps,	  which	   are	   in	   effect,	   before	   and	  
after	  images.	  	  
	  
The	  presence	  of	  ridge	  and	  furrow	  in	  a	  Parkland	  is	  common,	  but	  the	  ability	  to	  
identify	  the	  pre-‐	  English	  Parkland	  scene	  amongst	  the	  later	  naturalistic	  styles	  is	  
unusual	  and	  raises	  this	  Parkland	  to	  a	  status	  that	  may	  well	  merit	  designation.	  	  
	  
The	  1802	  Pleasure	  Walks	  are	  still	  there;	  they	  need	  some	  restoration	  works	  in	  
places	  and	  they	  incorporate	  earlier	  18th	  century	  avenues	  in	  some	  cases.	  The	  
key	   to	   the	   retention	   and	   enhancement	   of	   significance	   is	   through	   improved	  
vegetation	   control	   and	   a	   planting	   regime	   that	   recognises	   the	   significance	   of	  
this	  Park.	  	  
	  
Future	   management	   therefore	   need	   to	   conserve	   and	   enhance	   the	   key	  
features	   which	   either	   date	   from	   the	   earlier	   18th	   century	   or	   to	   the	   1802	  
remodelling	  as	  follows:	  	  
	  

• The	   fish	  pond	  which	  dates	   to	   the	   first	   landscaping	  between	  1710	  and	  
1790.	  	  	  

• The	  field	  boundary	  which	  extends	  from	  the	  fishpond	  to	  the	  Grange.	  
• The	  Pleasure	  Walks	  	  	  
• The	  tree	  clumps	  and	  mature	  isolated	  stands	  north	  of	  Mill	  Lane	  (site	  of)	  	  	  
• The	  brick	  wall	  boundary,	  stone	  gateposts	  and	  the	   ‘sunken	  fences’	  and	  

ha-‐ha	  	  	  
• Retain/	   replace	   views	   from	   the	   Grange/hotel	   south	   to	  Mill	   Lane	   and	  

east	  towards	  	  Skerne	  Park	  	  	  
	  

The	  Lime	  Avenue	  and	  other	  heritage	  assets,	  which	  offer	  opportunities	  for	  
reuse,	  include:	  

	  
• The	  walled	  garden	  and	  former	  orchards	  to	  the	  west.	  The	  basic	  structure	  

should	  be	  retained	  but	  there	  is	  scope	  to	  consider	  their	  reuse	  in	  a	  way	  
that	   brings	   the	   walls	   into	   active	   maintenance	   and	   allows	   future	  
readability	  
	  

• The	  ice	  house	  is	  beyond	  saving	  but	  is	  an	  important	  part	  of	  any	  18th	  and	  
19th	  century	  house	  
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• It	   could	   afford	   an	   opportunity	   for	   community	   excavation	   or	  
interpretation.	   It	   can	   also	   be	   left	   untouched,	   but	   should	   not	   be	  
destroyed	  without	  detailed	  recording.	  

	  
• The	  stone	  groundsmens’	  building	  on	  Carmel	  Road	  South	  should	  remain	  

in	  use	  so	  that	  it	  is	  maintained.	  	  	  
	  

• The	  northern	  Coach	  Drive	  could	  be	  reopened.	  	  	  
	  

• The	   watercourse	   should	   be	   retained	   but	   offers	   opportunities	   for	  
enhancement	   (but	   	  not	   as	   a	   serpentine	   lake	   as	   this	   was	   never	  
implemented)	  	  	  

	  
 end of extract (pp74-75 ‘Statement of Significance’ 2012) 

 
A reminder 
It should be coming considerably clearer to the reader the true historic 
significance of the Blackwell Parkland and its place in the life of this 
town and Parish, taking the reader back to a deeper understanding of the 
initial outcry from the community at the destruction of the adjacent 
ancient Blackwell Meadows  (‘Havelock Allan Fields’) in February 2018.  
(Part 1 Study p11-19 & Appendix 5) 
 
The publication and release of the 2012 Archaeo-Environment Report   
provided a great talking point within the Community,  
 

• Firstly in its recognition of the historic and ecological value of the 
Parkland  as this ‘green wedge’ abutting  the Conservation area of 
the West End. 
 

• Secondly in the acknowledgement that the Historic Parkland could 
merit being a part of this conservation area as “these places are 
protected under the provision of section 69 of the Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 which defines them as 
‘an area of special architectural or historic interest, the character 
and appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance”.  
 

• Thirdly in the respect that cautious, sensitive and acceptable 
planning for any future development would be necessary in order 
to protect this valuable heritage asset of the town. 

The Statement of Significance and the ‘Zoning’ of the Parkland, included 
in much detail later in this Study, and in the appendices gave a very clear 



	   13	  

picture to the members of Community and Parish of the restrictions for 
the Parkland, its preservation, enhancement, and acceptable  areas  
development. 

A return to beckhard-harris 
 

D x V x F   >  R 
 
Although there was initial resistance to any change and development of 
this historic ‘green wedge’, once the facts were digested, and the 
sensitivity of any disturbance became clear, this began to diminish, 
proving the workings of  the ‘Beckhard-Harris Model and Formula for 
Change’  discussed and illustrated in Part 3 of the Study pp18-20).  
Resistance to Change (R) is always present to some degree, but other 
factors play their part in minimising or maximising this resistance. 
(“Organizational	  Transitions:	  Managing	  Complex	  Change:	  Understanding	  Complex	  
Change.”	  	  1987	  	  Richard	  Beckhard.	  Reuben	  T	  Harris.)	  	  	  
	  
What	   was	   successful	   in	   the	   Archaeo-‐Environment	   Report	   was	   what	  
Beckhard-‐Harris	   describes	   as	   Vision	   (V),	   First	   Steps	   (F)	   and	  
Dissatisfaction	  (D)	  
	  
The model specifies that successful change occurs when: 
 

• There is DISSATISFACTION (D) with the current state. (whatever 
the focus of change might be),  

 
• There is a clear and shared VISION (V) (of a preferred future) 

 
• There is an acceptable FIRST STEPS (F) (roadmap to achieving 

the vision)  
 
The	  report	  and	  its	  recommendations	  provided	  the	  Vision	  (V)	  and	  the	  
First	  Steps	   (F),	   but	   just	   as	   important,	   surprisingly	   it	   highlighted	   the	  
third	   element	   necessary	   to	   complete	   the	   formula	   for	   successful	  
change:	  Dissatisfaction	  (D).	  
	  
The	   survey	   identified	   two	   areas	   suitable	   for	   future	   developments.	  
(Archaeo-Environment Report. 2012 pp 75-77).One area which was not 
formally part of the designed landscape of 1802 or in the 18th century, 
Zone 1, and a second area described in the report as a sensitive’ area, 
which could be brought back into active use.’ Zone 2. (fig 6 p.27)      
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The area which was not part of the designed landscape of 1802, would 
provide a fine extension to the already existing high quality housing to 
the curtilage of the Historic Parkland, with minimal disturbance. 
 
The sensitive area to be brought back into active use, is often referred to 
by the community as the ‘scrubland’, and this provided amply for the 
Dissatisfaction (D) aspect of the Beckhard-Harris formula for change. 
 
A third area of the Parkland was identified and described as most 
sensitive to change, Zone 3, where no development should be pursued.  
The formula for successful acceptance for change was complete: 
 
The product of D x V x F, has to be greater than the existing 
RESISTANCE to change, (R), for its successful level of implementation 
and prior to 2015 it was so.   The Archaeo-Environment ‘Statement of 
Significance’ of the Historic Parkland had provided for this. The product 
of Vision (V), First Steps (F) and Dissatisfaction (D)  was greater than 
the Resistance (R). 
 
 

 
The impact of the Archaeo-Environment 
report 2012, the 2015 unveiling, the local 

plan events and  presentations of 2018 and 
“Blake and moulton” 

 
The success, acceptance and value held by the community and other 
‘interest groups’ on the of the release and publication of Archaeo-
Environment ‘Statement of Significance’ 2012, can be measured in the 
number of times the report and  ‘Statement of Significance’  is referred to 
in the ‘comments sections’ by participants and community/Parish 
members in the 3 in-depth surveys relating to the present status, and 
future development of the Historic Blackwell Parkland. viz: 
 

• The consultation exercise (174 responses), carried out by the 
Borough Council 2015, prior to the June-August 2018 Draft Local 
Plan events. (Appendix 4) 
 

• The door-to-door Community Survey in March 2018 of 280 
households and analysis of comments (Part 1 Study appendix 5) 
leading to the recommendations and results section of Part 1 Study 
following this Community Survey after the loss of the Blackwell 
Meadows to developers. (Part 1 pp 22-24 & 41) 

 



	   15	  

• The Borough Council Local Plan Open Portal June-August 2018 
(Part 3 Study Appendix A) with 89 responses. This process 
positioned the exercise well away from a total ‘concern for 
production’ ie getting things done by pushing things through, and   
giving a balance, through ‘concern for people’ ie informing, 
asking, listening, decision making.  (Blake and Moulton 
Managerial Grid  Part 1 Study pp38-39 & 82) 

 

 
fig1 

 
An acceptance of the findings and recommendations of the Archaeo-
Environment Report 2012 with particular reference to the ‘most sensitive 
areas’ of the Historic Parkland, would have placed the management 
process of the Borough Council in the top right hand of the Blake and 
Mouton Grid: ‘SOUND’ (with an equal ‘concern for the  people axis’  
and the ‘production axis.’)   
 
 
the Waters are Muddied:  (‘See-Saw Effect’) 
 
There have been several set-backs concerning proposals for both the 
Blackwell Meadows and the Historic Parkland.  These set-backs, causing 
a see-saw effect in trust, have majored mainly around consultation, 
communication, the rôle and duties of local elected members, ‘residents 
groups’ and the bridge between these groups and the greater Council and 
Officers. Much of this is recorded in Part 1 of the Study.  
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More recently, (Part 3  Study pp 11-12) there has been a real recognition 
of the value of the 2018 Draft Local Plan consultation process and a  
reversing of these set-backs.  The Draft Local Plan and events  (June-
August 2018), and the open Portal for Borough-wide comments, have 
created an emerging planning philosophy of ‘communities owning a 
share in shaping the future of the town and its heritage.’  A positive 
move towards the ‘SOUND’ aspect of the Blake and Moulton Managerial 
Grid. (fig 1) 
 
“A six week consultation is taking place from 21st June to 2nd August 2018 on the 

Darlington Borough Draft Local Plan. This is your opportunity to give us your 
views on the Draft Local Plan and to help shape how the borough will grow in the 

future.”     (Darlington Borough Council 2018) 
 
However, even at this stage, set backs do occur due to the differing 
interpretation of the process by Local Elected Ward members, 
communities and Officers.  One example of this, and directly related to 
the study, is that of a Local Elected member informing a group of  
residents, that the building will go ahead on the Historic Parkland, (Zone 
3) even though the comments of the community made in the Local Plan 
Draft exercise are still being analysed. (Autumn 2018.  Appendix 5 p 55 ) 
 
This takes the reader back to the unresolved issues referred to at the 
beginning of this study (Page 5 & Part 1 Study P.41), and the diverse 
understanding of the process of consultation, the rôle of the local elected 
member, in bridging between officers, the former ‘Parklands 
Association’ and residents.   (Part 1 Study pp 44-47 & Appendix 12 this 
Study ) 
           There is also a danger here of a return to the question of who may 
be consulted, and the misunderstandings. Those mixed interpretations, 
which caused the initial outcry over ‘this had support of the residents’, 
(subjective) referring to the loss of the Meadows to developers, which 
formed the basis of this Ethnographic Study (Part 1 Study p 15) 
            Thus re-creating this see-saw effect on relationships, and negating 
trust. Returning the community mood to what was described in Part 3 p 
11 of the Study, as ‘Residents to rebels, Voters to vandals, and 
Community to crisis’; taking the Managerial style of local politics to 
‘DICTATORIAL’ ,  in terms of Blake and Moulton. (fig 1) 
 
There was also the enigma of the protocol. Local Elected Members 
having to remain impartial and somewhat silent over their opinion 
regarding new developments and land loss, when local communities are 
asking for this support (Part 1 pp 44-47).  Yet one local councillor 
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expressing the loss of the Meadows and future proposals for the Historic 
Parkland as being ‘progress’, (subjective), without any definition of 
‘progress’ in the context of such loss! (Part 1 p 27). Begging the 
question, “Has the elected member considered the site, studied the 
‘Statement of Significance’ and its sensitive Zones?”   
 
The May 23rd 2018 article in the local press was of some help in realising 
that it was not only members of communities and residents who had some 
disquiet about the process, but that some elected members also had their 
frustrations. (Appendix 6) 
 
Housing	  schemes	  in	  Darlington	  'decided	  despite	  lack	  of	  knowledge'	  May	  

2018	  

“Planning Committee Member said concerns had been raised that many of the councillors 
voting on key decisions were not those who had attended the site visit and lacked a full 
understanding of the issues.  She said: “This has been noticed by some residents and 
caused some disquiet.”  [another]  Councillor said while the committee’s members often 
voted to visit sites as it needed more information to make a decision, it was common for few 
members to turn out to see the site.”    (Northern Echo May 2018) 

 
Events and the Formation of the Three 

‘Interest/campaign Groups.’ 
A series of events followed the August 2012 Archaeo-Environment 
Report. of which the detail, outcome and repercussions  were not to be 
anticipated by communities, and in part by Local Authority viz: 
 
(a) The content of the ‘rollout/unveiling-day’ in 2015 at which the design 
plan for the Historic Parkland was on display along with proposals for a 
village type development on the former Blackwell Meadows. The plans 
resulting in a newly created and surprised physical  division * of the 
community/ward through the  forum process of consultation.  
 
(b) The ‘happenings’ of February 2018 on the Meadows’(acute tree 
felling) and the effect these would have on any future development,  the 
community relationship with local elected members and officers.  (Part 1 
Study  
 
(c) The formation of a second community group (‘Parklands’), 
recognised by the Local Authority with involvement of local elected 
members, and the subsequent miscommunication surrounding the 
‘Parklands’ Residents/Community’ Team.’ (Part 1 Study  & this Study 
Appendix 7) 
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(d) The perceived lack of empathy and understanding of Local Elected 
members towards the outcry, disbelief and genuine bereavement over the 
loss and destruction of the Meadows and any future development. March 
2018 (Door-to-Door Survey. Social Media.Press.) Part 1 Study pp 
 
(e) The strengthening of support for an existing ‘action group’, and its 
use of Social Media, in an attempt to draw together the whole divided 
community, by focussing the loss of the Meadows and its ecology, and 
the threat to the Historic Parkland. A group not recognised by the Local 
Elected members as having legitimacy. 
 
(f)  The pulling back of the ‘Parklands Group’ and its links with the 
Local Elected Members and Officers (Appendix 7).  The move towards a 
“Say No to Development on the Historic Parkland Campaign.” by 
members of that group and members of the community/Parish. (A 
‘Nouveau-Parklands’ Group).  The focus of this campaign on the value 
of Archaeo-Environment Report 2012 in its support by so many, of the 
historic, environmental and community significance of the Blackwell 
Parkland, the protection as a heritage site,  and value for future 
generations. 
 
(g) The formation of a town-wide action group with a concern for trees 
‘green spaces.’ and related environmental loss. #lovedarlotrees . (Part 1 
Study pp 11-15 & Appendix 8 of this Study)* 
 
(h)   The publication of ‘Community Newsletters’ encompassing views 
from all groups and the introduction of a Logo, badge and lapel ribbon.                  
 
                        ‘You don’t know what you’ve got ‘till its gone.’ 
*  It is worth noting here (07.01.19) the loss of the woodland path and ancient trees 
to developers has resulted in a complete physical division of the community.  
Walkers, runners, dog walkers are no longer able to take this popular and well 
loved circular/woodland route (described in Part 2 of the Study: Codicil 10) as the 
path has been destroyed and absorbed into the development. This has created a 
form of isolation and barrier for the south side of the community, and a much loved 
amenity loss to the whole community. (Photographic evidence: Part 4 of the Study: 
pp21-22 

* lovedarlotrees  was established spontaneously out of utter dismay, disbelief and 
anger when a group of environment-loving people, with a care for their town 
witnessed the devastation of the Meadows at Blackwell, formally known as the 
‘Havelock-Allan Fields’.  (February 2018).  The group of about 6 or so was made 
up of members of the local Green Party, local Friends of the Earth, residents living 
close to the Meadows and those who care from wider community groups. 

                                                                                                          (Appendix 8) 
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the 2015 unveiling 
 
The 2015 plans for the Blackwell Meadows (Havelock Allan Fields) and 
the future of Historic Blackwell Parkland is now seen as the Local 
Authority taking an unfair advantage of its position.  (Part1 Study pp38-
39.  Part 2 Study pp4-5. & Appendix 3 of this Study) 
 
These plans unveiled at an event in 2015 showed only partial acceptance 
by the Authority of the Archaeo–Environment ‘Statement of Significance’ 
Report 2012, and its recommendations. The plans included the 
development of the less sensitive areas of the Parkland, Zone 2, but the 
ignoring of the report’s detail, reasoning, evidence and statements 
regarding a ‘no development’ of the most sensitive areas. (figs 6,7,10):   

 
“Zone 3:  The Parkland This area is most sensitive to change and no 

development should be pursued.”   
(Archaeo–Environment 2012) 

 
The realisation that the recommendations were being ignored for these 
most valued areas of the Historic Parkland, had the dramatic effect of 
creating an immediate U-turn.  The level of resistance and opposition 
within the Parish/Community grew, as well as opposition groups.  
 
In terms of the Blake and Moulton Grid the position and perception of the 
Local Authority dropped understandably and clearly, into the bottom 
right of the Managerial Grid :  ie  ‘DICTATORIAL’.   
        The beginnings of the ‘discourse of derision’ addressed and explored 
earlier, (Part1 of the Study p7) along with the tension between Local 
Elected members and the community began to emerge, and there 
developed a perception of poor communication regarding residents’ 
associations’ and ‘forum groups’.   At one question and answer meeting 
in February 2015 with local planning officers the question ‘why was the 
Archaeo- Environment Report ignored?  was answered: ‘because we did not 
agree with it.’ 
       The strength of opposition, concern and disbelief resulted in the 2016 
petition being delivered to the local MP and subsequently ‘ministerial 
level’ to Parliament:   
 

	  “I	  am	  writing	  to	  you	  on	  behalf	  of	  a	  group	  of	  resident’s	  in	  my	  constituency	  with	  
strong	  objections	  to	  a	  local	  planning	  issue.	  They	  have	  collected	  a	  petition	  of	  1300	  
signatures	  in	  protest	  to	  the	  proposed	  housing	  development.	  I	  passed	  the	  petition	  to	  
Darlington	  Borough	  Council	  who	  have	  passed	  the	  plans	  despite	  local	  objections.	  

Current	  Housing	  Policy	  fails	  to	  take	  into	  account	  the	  feelings	  of	  local	  
residents.”[Jenny	  Chapman	  MP.	  29.02.16] (Part 1 Study pp9-10) 
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However, it was the 2018 ‘happenings’ on the Blackwell Meadows, 
described by the MP as the ‘acute felling’, and by locals as an ‘ecological 
disaster’, which added turbulence to the muddied waters and caused such 
a reversal to the Bekhard-Harris Formula  for change.    
 
The tree felling and the destruction of this green space were now 
interpreted as an example of the First Steps (F) and the Vision (V) for 
what may happen to the Historic Parkland.  
          In addition, in the eyes of the community, there had been no level 
of Dissatisfaction (D) with the quality of the Meadows as a ‘green space’, 
its ecology, value, woodland curtilage and path-way. (Part 1 Study 
Appendix 5) 
 
Inflaming this level of resistance were comments in the local press by 
Elected members saying that the ‘residents were in favour’ of the loss of 
the Blackwell Meadows to developers. There was conflicting information 
from Local Elected members regarding the quality and numbers of trees 
felled, and the fate of the Great Crested newts, and the interpretation of 
meaningful consultation. (Appendix 6&7) 
 
Support for any development on the Historic Blackwell Parkland was 
now lost, and both the Blake and Moulton and Beckhard-Harris  notion 
of shared vision had also been lost. (Part 1 Study pp 19-24  & Appendix 9 
this Study) 
 

 
 

William Leech Research Fellow (University 
of Durham) 

 
During the course of Part 1 of the Study contact had been made with 
Canon Chris Beales (William Leech Research Fellow St.John’s College). 
Canon Beales is leading a project in 12 local authorities in the North East 
looking at the impact of new developments on existing communities: 
 
“Across	  the	  12	  local	  authority	  areas	  of	  North	  East	  England,	  large	  numbers	  of	  
new	  homes	  are	  being	  built.	  My	  research	  will	  map	  significant	  new	  housing	  
developments,	  identifying	  their	  scale,	  density	  and	  mix	  and	  considering	  their	  
impact	  on	  existing	  communities.”	  (C.Beales	  2017-‐present	  Research	  Fellow.	  

W.Leech	  University	  of	  Durham) 
 

 
The 14 points below offer some insight to the reader of the impact which 

such a development is having on this community: 
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impact on the  community.”…The evidence! 

 
• Motivation by the community and members of the Parish to carry 

out the 2018 Community Survey over the future of the Historic 
Parkland. (Part 1 Study pp18-22) 
 

• The resultant 4 parts of an Ethnographic Study now presenting as 
a growing Part 5, and the continuing community enthusiasm and 
commitment. 

 
• The Community described as not ‘given to much protest’ in Part 1 

of the Study, collecting photographic evidence of environmental 
loss in Part 4 as well as the roadside protests.  

 
• The VIP Parkland Walk and demonstration with the Deputy 

Leader of the Green Party.  (Part 4 Study pp23-26) 
 

• The flood of press articles recorded in Part 3 of the Study and the 
volume of comments made in the local press following these 
reports all illustrating this value, attachment and respect of ‘green 
spaces.’ 

 
• The confidence, value and attachment described in Part 2 of the 

Study, and the sensitive issues regarding memorial trees and the 
final resting place both on the Parklands and the adjacent 
Woodland path-way.  

 
• The discovery of the generational family connection with 19th 

Century historians described in Part 1 of the Study, and in the 
Archaeo-Environmental Report, and the value placed on this area 
by earlier generations summed up so well in by W. Fordyce and 
W. Longstaff: 

 
The village occupies a fine swell of ground rising over the river, and commanding 

the deep meadows and green levels of the Tees, which form an amphitheatre of 
three or four miles, hemmed in by rising wooded grounds…….. a neat little 

village...pleasantly situated on the banks of the Tees, and surrounded by rich 
meadows, green pastures, and thriving trees’. (Fordyce 1860, vol I, 492)   

(Archaeo-Report August 2012.) . 
 
‘A lovely retreat, close to Darlington, bounded by pleasant plantation and verdant 

grass that looses not a charm of rural beauty”  (Longstaffe 1854.), 
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• The historic record of the Meadows and Parkland as having been 
valued, held affectionately, and respected by the people of the 
local community, and the wider community of Darlington for 
many generations. 

 
• The affection, respect and interest generated within the community 

of the Havelock-Allan name and family seat associated with the 
Grange and Parkland since 17th Century. (Part 1 Study Appendix 
12 & pp 4-5 &) 

• The tracing of the current Baronet (and his son, heir apparent to 
the title):  Sir Anthony Mark David Havelock-Allan QC. (Part 1 
Study Appendix 12) and the family line. (Appendix 11 this Study) 

 
• The value the community places on environmental detail   

regarding the TPOs on individual trees and tree clumps with 
mapping, welfare of the Great Crested Newt population.  
(Archaeo-Report 42-71 & #lovedarlotrees &Part 4 Study pp 61-
71) 

 
• The passion and numbers of comments placed on the Local Draft 

Plan Portal June-August 2018 relating to the Historic Parkland. 
(Part 3 Study Appendix A) 

 
• The progression of action through from roadside protests, to 

community surveys, local political action and lobbying, press 
involvement, attendance at housing conferences and the request for 
‘Ministerial Introduction.’ (Part 2 Study Part 3 pp 9-10) 

 
• The Archaeo-Environment Report proving to be an additional 

Historic, Archaeological and Environmental resource and record of 
this unspoilt area of Darlington, and the various community groups 
holding its contribution in high esteem.  

 
This has resulted in strong and valid belief that the Archaeo-Environment 
Report and ‘Statement of Significance’ is (i) in the public domain,  (ii) 
confirms the Parkland as a ‘ heritage site of the town,’  (iii) is joint owned 
by the community, the Parish and town wide, and endorses a shared duty 
to care and protect. viz: 

9.1.2	  “The	  historic	  environment	  includes	  areas	  and	  buildings,	  archaeological	  
sites,	   historic	   streets	   and	   transport	   routes,	   historic	   landscapes,	   parks	   and	  
other	  green	  spaces.	  ”It	  is	  a	  non-‐renewable,	  shared	  resource,	  and	  any	  loss	  or	  
harm	  to	  it	  is	  usually	  irreversible.”	  	  (Draft	  Local	  Plan	  2018) 
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Demise of ‘green space’ :  The main thrust of the Archaeo-
Environment Report of 2012 is highly significant for this next part of the 
Study. However, before moving on, it would be worth considering the 
impact presented by the demise of ‘green space’ from the Ward/Parish, 
following the loss of the Meadows to developers, its percentage loss to 
this community, and contrasting this with the remaining ‘green space’ of 
the Historic Parkland. The value which the Local Authority Draft Plan 
2018 places on its heritage sites and ‘green spaces’ as outlined in the 
Local Plan and public presentations through June-August 2018 may also 
be considered. 

one third two thirds (Visual)    This further aspect 
and disruptive element by any development on the Historic Parkland, the 
related loss of the Blackwell Meadows (Havelock Allen Fields), also 
known as the “happenings of February 2018” and the “One-third-two-
thirds Phenomenon”  is easily illustrated using maps and photographs. 
(pp 6-10 Part 2 of the Study ‘Memorial and More’. & Figs 2,3,4)   

 

Blackwell Meadows and the adjacent Historic Blackwell Parkland 

 
‘One-third-Two-Thirds’ Phenomenon and Historic Curtilage     (fig 2) 

 
 
The area to the bottom left, (yellow and red border ‘Blackwell’)	  and in Fig 
3 below),	  represents the one third of ‘green space’ now lost to developers. 
The area to its right, (red border and Fig 4 below) representing the 
remaining two thirds under threat of disturbance and development, lying 
within the Historic Curtilage (pp 74-75 Statement of Significance 2012)  
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Aerial	  View	  of	  the	  acute	  tree	  felling	  and	  loss	  of	  	  the	  Blackwell	  Meadows	  

fig 3.  (representing 30% loss of ‘Green Space’) 

https://www.facebook.com/1389906931327210/videos/1980457992272098/  
https://vimeo.com/262078375 

(Click or paste into browser-movie clip)	  

	  

Aerial	  Views	  of	  the	  Historic	  Parkland	  	  (figs4)	  

The Blackwell Grange can be seen set in the Parkland towards the top 
right in the first photograph. The listed wall denoting the separation of 
housing ie suburbia from the Historic Parkland, lies beyond the Grange 
shielded from view by the row of ancient trees.  It is along this tree-line 
within the Historic Parkland that there extends 15 of the 101 ‘assets or 
elements of significance’ (fig 7) as recorded in the 2012 report. Both of 
these areas of Parkland represent as Zone 3 (no development), described 
later in the study. 

 
Figs.4  (representing the remaining 60% ‘Green Space’ The Historic 

Parkland under threat of disturbance and development. 

https://vimeo.com/275526804    (Click or paste into browser-movie clip) 
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For the reader not acquainted with the earlier parts of the Study, in 
particular Part 1, the use of the video links above on Figs 3 and 4 should 
provide ample information for the purpose of the next section of Part 5 of 
this Study. 
 
The reader will see that ‘Zoning’ of the Historic Parkland described in the 
next section is of significant value in the protection, conservation and the 
future of this heritage site. 	  

It is also worth noting here that there is an overlap, almost a ‘meshing’ of 
the findings of the Archaeo-Environment Report 2012, and the recent 
Draft Local Plan 2018, ‘Safeguarding	   the	  Historic	  Environment’,	   regarding 
the aspirations for ‘conservation, respect and enjoyment of the local 
historic environment.’  
 
“….the red brick boundaries provide a well defined terminus to the Parkland.”    

(p 33 “Statement of Significance”. 2012) 
 

 
 
 
ENVIRONMENT:  (DBC Draft Local Plan 2018 ) 

Safeguarding	  the	  Historic	  Environment	  
9.1.1	  	   	   	   	   	  “National	  planning	  policy	  requires	  local	  planning	  authorities	  to	  set	  
out	  in	  their	  Local	  Plan	  a	  positive	  strategy	  for	  the	  conservation	  and	  enjoyment	  
of	  the	  historic	  environment.	  It	  emphasises	  the	  importance	  of	  sustaining	  and	  
enhancing	   the	   significance	   of	   heritage	   assets	   and	   acknowledges	   the	  wider	  
social,	   cultural,	   economic	   and	   environmental	   benefits	   that	   conservation	   of	  
the	  historic	  environment	  can	  bring.”	  (DBC Draft Local Plan 2018)	  
	  
	  
	  
9.1.2	  “The	  historic	  environment	  includes	  areas	  and	  buildings,	  archaeological	  
sites,	   historic	   streets	   and	   transport	   routes,	   historic	   landscapes,	   parks	   and	  
other	  green	  spaces.	  ”It	  is	  a	  non-‐renewable,	  shared	  resource,	  and	  any	  loss	  or	  
harm	   to	   it	   is	   usually	   irreversible.	   Understanding	   the	   significance	   of	   the	  
historic	  environment	  and	  the	  contribution	  that	  the	  setting	  of	  historic	  assets	  
makes	   to	   their	   significance	   is	   essential	   to	   guide	   good	   decisions	   about	   land	  
use	  change	  and	  development	  affecting	  them.”	  (DBC Draft Local Plan 2018)	  
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Fig 5   The 1802 proposals overlaid on to a modern 

map.  
 

This shows that land south of Mill Lane was not originally part of the designed 
Parkland. (Zone 1 below)  

	  

 
 

Planting took place along it to shield views out of the Park and at its 
junctions.    (fig5) 

(Archaeo-Environment Report 2012)  
	  
9.1.4	   “The	  Borough	   also	   contains	   a	  wealth	   of	   non-‐designated	   heritage	   and	  
archaeological	  assets.	  Non-‐designated	  heritage	  assets	  can	  be	  summarised	  as	  
parts	  of	  the	  historic	  environment	  including	  buildings,	  structures,	  areas	  and	  
archaeology	  that	  are	  considered	  by	  the	  Local	  Planning	  Authority	  to	  be	  locally	  
significant.	   They	   can	   be	   identified	   through	   strategic	   planning	   and	  
development	  management,	  included	  on	  a	  Local	  List,	  and	  can	  sometimes	  be	  as	  
significant	  as	  designated	  assets.”    (DBC Draft Local Plan 2018) 
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The Historic Parkland designation  
:zones of sensitivity. 

(pp 75-78 Statement of Significance 2012) 
extract: 

 

 
Fig 6.     Zones 1, 2 and 3  

    
“On	  the	  basis	  of	  English	  Heritage’s	  criteria	  for	  designation,	  Blackwell	  Grange	  
[Zone	  3]	  appears	  to	  meet	  them	  because	  of	  its	  good	  survival	  of	  features	  
which	  pre-‐date	  1750	  and	  also	  date	  to	  1802.(Archaeo-‐	  Environment	  2012)	  

	  
	  It	  is	  however	  clear	  that	  not	  all	  of	  the	  Park	  meets	  the	  designation	  criteria.	  
Land	  to	  the	  south	  of	  what	  was	  Mill	  Lane	  [Zone	  1]	  did	  not	  have	  a	  designed	  
Park	  or	  garden	  layout	  prior	  to	  1750,	  nor	  was	  it	  the	  subject	  of	  the	  1802	  
remodeling	  and	  it	  therefore	  is	  not	  of	  designatable	  quality.	  (2012.	  	  p	  40)	  

 
Blackwell	  Grange	  is	  adjacent	  to	  the	  Registered	  Park	  at	  South	  Park	  and	  

between	  them	  they	  document	  the	  fashion	  for	  landscaping	  from	  the	  formal	  
layouts	  of	  the	  early	  18th	  century	  the	  subsequent	  fashions	  for	  the	  English	  

Parkland	  (at	  Blackwell	  Grange)	  and	  then	  the	  Victorian	  ‘gardenesque’	  and	  the	  
drive	  for	  healthy	  places	  to	  be	  provided	  by	  and	  for	  the	  local	  community	  (South	  
Park)”.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (Archaeo-‐Environment	  Report	  2012.	  	  p	  40)	  
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Zone 1:    Land between Mill Lane (site of) 
and Blands Corner. (Statement of Significance 2012) 

 
Land	   in	   the	   south	   of	   the	   Park	   was	   not	   formally	   part	   of	   the	   designed	  
landscape	   of	   1802	   or	   in	   the	   18th	   century,	   although	   it	   is	   accepted	   that	   all	  
designed	   landscapes	   create	   a	   ripple	   effect	   of	   decreasing	   design	   elements	  
extending	  from	  the	  country	  house.	  	  
	  
Consequently,	  the	  land	  south	  of	  Mill	  Lane	  was	  not	  ignored,	  but	  given	  a	  lighter	  
touch	   treatment	  of	   shelterbelt	   planting	   and	   later	   in	   the	  19th	   century	   a	   tree	  
clump.	  	  
	  
This	  means	  that	  this	  area	  is	  less	  sensitive	  to	  change	  than	  land	  to	  the	  north	  of	  
Mill	  Lane	  and	  future	  development	  may	  therefore	  be	  possible	  which	  extends	  the	  
Spinney	   southwards	   along	   Carmel	   Road	   South	   and	   include	   the	   area	   nearest	  
Blands	  Corner	  and	  the	  south	  end	  of	  Grange	  Road.	  
	  
	  It	   might	   also	   make	   this	   land	   more	   flexible	   for	   development	   if	   Mill	   Lane	   is	  
restored	   as	   a	   minor	   country	   lane	   which	   would	   create	   an	   additional	   access	  
point	  and	  return	  a	  clearly	  defined	  edge	  to	  the	  zone	  of	  high	  significance.	  	  
	  
Any	   development	   here	   would	   be	   best	   suited	   to	   high	   quality	   residential	  
development	   which	   would	   need	   to	   retain	   a	   strong	   tree	   canopy	   to	   the	  
perimeter	   (including	  Mill	   Lane	   if	   it	   is	   reopened)	   so	   that	   the	   character	  of	   the	  
Blackwell	  area	  is	  retained.	  The	  perimeter	  woodland	  planting	  could	  extend	  the	  
Pleasure	  Walks	  and	  provide	  a	  pedestrian	  route	  shielded	  from	  traffic.	  	  
	  
The	  buildings	  would	  need	   to	   be	   low	   lying	   so	   that	   the	  development	  was	  not	  
obtrusive	   in	   views	   from	   the	   hotel.	   The	   design	   of	   suburban	   buildings	   in	   the	  
Blackwell	   area	   is	  not	   sufficiently	   locally	  distinctive	   to	  provide	  a	   template	   for	  
future	  design	  and	  the	  use	  of	  Georgian	  styles	  should	  be	  actively	  discouraged	  so	  
as	  not	  to	  compete	  with	  Blackwell	  Grange	  itself.	  	  
	  
The	  emphasis	  should	  be	  on	  high	  quality	  innovative	  design	  that	  creates	  a	  well	  
wooded	   character	   area	   of	   sufficient	   quality	   to	   justify	   the	   loss	   of	   this	   land.	  
Particular	   attention	   should	  be	  made	   to	  boundary	   features	   around	   individual	  
properties	  which	  will	   avoid	   breaking	   the	   land	  up	   too	  much	   –	   the	   estate	   rail	  
may	   be	   an	   appropriate	   style	   which	   references	   the	   parkland	   without	  
dominating	  the	  layout.	  	  
	  
The	   existing	   stone	   building	   offers	   a	   flexible	   space	   with	   domestic	   scale	  
windows	   and	   doors,	   as	   well	   as	   the	   large	   agricultural	   doors	   and	   should	   be	  
retained	  and	   reused.	  The	  agricultural	   character	   should	  be	  carried	   through	   in	  
its	  new	  use	  and	  the	  carving	  above	  the	  arched	  door	  retained.	  	  
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Zone 2:   The walled garden and former 
orchard. (Statement of Significance 2012) 

 
This	   is	   a	   sensitive	   area,	   which	   could	   be	   brought	   back	   into	   active	   use.	   The	  
original	   form	  of	   the	  Grange’s	  west	   elevation	   has	   been	   lost	   as	   the	   hotel	   has	  
expanded	  and	  the	  1970s	  extension	  has	  detracted	  from	  the	  significance	  of	  the	  
west	   elevations.	   There	   may	   have	   originally	   been	   views	   from	   the	   west	  
elevation	  along	  the	  tree	   lined	  walks,	  but	  these	  are	  now	  lost	  because	  of	  20th	  
century	  development.	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Ideally	   this	   zone	   is	   best	   placed	   to	   be	   a	   walled	   garden	   and	   series	   of	  
orchards,	  but	  it	  is	  possible	  to	  design	  a	  development	  which	  makes	  best	  use	  of	  
its	  special	  qualities	  which	  could	  be	  residential,	  small	  high	  quality	  business	  use	  
or	  additional	  accommodation	  for	  the	  hotel.	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Taking	   the	   walled	   garden	   first,	   the	   red	   brick	   wall	   and	   its	   gateways	  
should	   be	   retained	   and	   will	   define	   any	   new	   development.	   The	   adjacent	  
Pleasure	  and	  Gravel	  Walks	  (as	  they	  were	  originally	  called)	  should	  be	  retained	  
along	  with	  tree	  cover.	  It	  would	  be	  possible	  to	  move	  the	  entrance	  points	  in	  the	  
garden	  wall	  providing	  that	  their	  new	  form	  reflected	  the	  original;	  boot	  scrapers	  
should	  be	  retained	  and	  restored.	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  New	   buildings	   could	   reflect	   the	   form	   and	   overall	   style	   of	   a	   typical	  
garden	   hot	   house,	   so	   be	   against	   the	   garden	   walls,	   probably	   a	   lean	   to	   roof	  
design,	   and	   have	   a	   strong	   use	   of	   glass	   in	   their	   fabric.	   Other	   appropriate	  
subordinate	   materials	   would	   be	   brick	   and	   metalwork	   and	   glass	   or	   pantile	  
roofing.	  The	  walled	  gardens	  were	  divided	  into	  four	  geometric	  sections	  and	  the	  
present	   gym	   uses	   one	   quarter.	   That	   leaves	   three	   quarters	   available	   for	  
development.	   Gardens	   should	   predominate,	   but	   fencing	   discouraged	   –	  
property	  boundaries	  would	  be	  better	  defined	  with	   gravel	  paths	  or	   low	   lying	  
planting.	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  The	  existing	  gym	  has	  made	  use	  of	  some	  old	  brick	  to	  window	  and	  corbel	  
details	  and	  the	  arched	  windows	  reflect	  Georgian	  and	  Victorian	  window	  design	  
and	  so	  some	  attempt	  has	  been	  made	  to	  help	  it	  fit	  in.	  However	  it	  should	  not	  be	  
referenced	   too	   strongly	   in	   new	   development	   as	   its	  massing	   is	   too	   heavy	   to	  
reflect	  the	  hot	  house	  character	  which	  is	  more	  appropriate.	  There	  is	  also	  scope	  
for	  any	  south	  facing	  properties	  to	  make	  use	  of	  solar	  and	  photo-‐voltaic	  energy	  
which	  would	  be	  best	  designed	  at	  the	  outset	  rather	  than	  retro	  fitted.	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  There	  were	  two	  other	  enclosures	  west	  of	  the	  walled	  garden.	  These	  are	  
on	   the	   site	   of	   an	   orchard	   and	   field	   boundary	   from	   the	   18th	   century,	   and	   a	  
pleasure	  walk	  that	  curved	  round	  to	  link	  a	  path	  from	  a	  now	  blocked	  gate	  on	  the	  
west	  side	  of	  the	  walled	  garden	  to	  the	  walks	  south	  of	  the	  walled	  garden.	  The	  
two	  enclosures	  shown	  on	  maps	  today	  are	   later	  and	  the	   land	   is	  currently	  not	  
used.	  There	  is	  a	  little	  more	  flexibility	  here	  for	  development,	  but	  it	  still	  needs	  to	  
be	  sensitive	  and	  of	  a	  low	  density,	  with	  trees	  and	  paths	  forming	  the	  structure.	  
It	  could	  take	  the	  orchard	  as	  its	  inspiration	  and	  provide	  structured	  planting	  of	  
fruit	  trees	  to	  create	  new	  avenues	  or	  landscaped	  features.	  	  
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Zone 3:    The parkland. (Statement of Significance 2012) 
 
This	   area	   is	   most	   sensitive	   to	   change	   and	   no	   development	   should	   be	  
pursued.	   Instead,	  the	  Park	  would	  be	  best	  served	  with	  a	  Parkland	  restoration	  
plan	  which	  will	  provide	  a	  planting	   regime	  that	  builds	   in	  a	   long	   term	  plan	   for	  
the	  restoration	  of	  woodland	  features	  including	  Pleasure	  Walks,	  the	  ha-‐ha,	  the	  
boundary	  walls	  and	  sunken	  fences	  and	  the	  fish	  pond	  in	  particular.	  	  
	  
It	   should	   introduce	   a	   better	   maintenance	   regime	   so	   that	   vegetation	   is	  
managed	  and	  views	  returned	  along	  coach	  drives,	  and	  from	  the	  south	  and	  east	  
faces	   of	   the	   hotel.	   This	   would	   benefit	   the	   hotel	   and	   would	   also	   create	   an	  
attractive	  public	  space,	  thus	  resulting	  in	  the	  public	  benefit	  that	  will	  offset	  any	  
harm	   to	   the	  parkland.	   It	   could	  also	  explore	   the	  benefits,	   if	   any,	  of	   returning	  
the	  missing	  northern	  coach	  drive.	  	  
	  
As	  part	  of	   this	  package,	   there	   is	   scope	   to	   create	  a	   community	  excavation	  of	  
both	   the	   ice	  house	  and	   the	  air	   raid	   shelter;	   the	   latter	  providing	  a	   long	   term	  
asset	  for	  key	  stage	  2	  children	  who	  study	  the	  Second	  World	  War	  and	  could	  visit	  
the	  shelter	   in	  a	  safe	  environment	  with	  their	  school.	  Again	  this	  would	  help	  to	  
ensure	  that	  any	  development	  had	  a	  public	  benefit.	  	  	  
	  
Funding	   for	   a	   Parkland	   restoration	   plan	   can	   be	   made	   available	   from	   the	  
Heritage	  Lottery	  Fund	  and	  should	  the	  Council	  wish	  to	  pursue	  the	  possibility	  of	  
having	  the	  Park	  designated	  (zone	  2-‐3	  only),	  this	  may	  increase	  the	  chances	  of	  
obtaining	  the	  funds	  necessary.	  	  
	  

	  
(fig 7)     Location of heritage assets referred to in the ‘Statement of 

Significance’ 2012 
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The Curtilage and zone 3.    (most sensitive  
to change) 

 
The listed wall running along Blackwell Lane and forming the North 
West boundary of Zone 3 (the most sensitive to change.) has often been a 
talking point in the Parish. 
  
“THE GHOST OF Cicely Kirby, who was killed by an English soldier in the lane on 
his way to the Battle of Culloden is also here, although she may be the "Tartan Lady" 
who is said to appear in Blackwell Grange on the eve of the battle.”  
 
“THESE STORIES may be connected to an entry in Darlington's parish registers 
which says that on December 17, 1683, Beatrix Harrison, who had died a violent 
death, was buried in Blackwell Lane. In September 1935, council workmen 
discovered a female skeleton and marked the site of their discovery with a stone – 
today, there is a stone by the wall”     (November 14th 2014 Chris Lloyd Northern 
Echo) 

“A FRUSTRATED councillor is calling on the public for help in tackling thieves 
stealing valuable coping stones from a listed wall. The leader of Darlington’s 
Conservative group, Cllr Heather Scott, is urging people to be vigilant following 
more than 200 thefts around the West End of the town, which would cost £20,000 to 
replace like-for-like. When coping stones began disappearing from walls Cllr Scott 
initially believed they had been knocked off by people clambering over the walls and 
accidentally causing damage.   However, it soon became apparent that the stones 
were instead being stolen and police are now investigating the thefts.  

“THE	  WALL	  on	  Blackwell	  Lane,	  which	  forms	  part	  of	  the	  boundary	  for	  the	  original	  
Blackwell	  Grange	  Parklands,	  holds	  curtilage	  listing	  status.”	  (Sarah	  Caldecote.	  	  
Northern	  Echo	  20th	  October	  2017)	  

This listed wall is recognised by the community as the boundary between 
‘Housing and History’ and edged with the grass verge, which runs 
between the wall and the tarmac lane.  On one side of the wall lies the 
Historic Parkland, and on the other side the tarmac of suburbia.  
                                     (fig 8) 

  
GPO Marker on the grass verge at the foot of the listed boundary wall. Quite near to the 

headstone marking the spot where lay the remains of Cicely Kirby discovered in 1935 
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Running along the inside of the listed wall, within Zone 3 of the Historic 
Parkland, are recorded up to 15 heritage assets and elements of 
significance, which make up the 101 total for the entire Zone 3  illustrated 
in the ‘Heritage Map’ (fig 7 ) page 29 of this study. (Statement of 
Significance 2012) 
 
Any development in this most sensitive area, Zone 3, and along the 
internal boundary area of the listed wall and curtilage would have the 
effect of encroaching on the historic, thus moving ‘Housing into the 
History’, and effectively degrading, causing the historic to evaporate. 
This is clearly recognised in the 2012 Archaeo-Report along with the the 
rôle played by the listed curtilage wall in Blackwell Lane, highlighting 
and emphasising this separation of ‘Housing from History.’ 
 
“Any alterations which would affect the character or significance of the 
listed buildings or elements of significance in their setting, would require 
listed building consent…. The boundary of the Parkland as far as the line 
of the former Mill Lane, Grangeside, The Spinney, Blackwell Lane and 
Upsall Drive should therefore be considered as curtilage.” (Archaeo-
Environment Report 2012)  

(fig 9) 
 

View of Blackwell Grange with sheep in the foreground from W.H.D. Longstaffe's 
The History and Antiquities of the Parish of Darlington published in 1854 

 
“The	  presence	  of	  ridge	  and	  furrow	  in	  a	  Parkland	  is	  common,	  but	  the	  ability	  to	  identify	  
the	  pre-‐	  English	  Parkland	  scene	  amongst	   the	   later	  naturalistic	  styles	   is	  unusual	  and	  
raises	   this	   Parkland	   to	   a	   status	   that	   may	   well	   merit	   designation.”	   (Archao0-
Environment 2012 
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“Today, the Parkland continues to make a positive contribution to the 
character of the Blackwell area with a tree lined perimeter that gives the area 

a green and leafy feel. The wooden fence lines of Carmel Road South counter 
the busy traffic with a rural character and the red brick boundaries provide a 

well defined terminus to the Parkland.”   (p 33 Statement of Significance 2012 
 
 
 
 
  

emergent Points and national policy 
 

This Study, Part 5 of an ever-growing Ethnographic work, is 
unsurprisingly proving to be organic in nature.  Each of the first 4 Parts 
has focused on a particular aspect.  Each telling its own particular story, 
each with its own conclusion, legitimate messages and recommendations.   
 
The Roadmap/Key on page 6 of this study, of the 12 ‘Emergent Areas,’ 
and fully laid out in Appendix 2, could be said to be conclusion enough 
for presentation as the case for the full protection of the Historic 
Parkland.  These 12 emergent areas would amply suffice as a basis for 
consideration and discussion prior to, and at future Ministerial Level. 
 
It would be impossible to major on one aspect alone, as all 12 have 
legitimacy and have emerged (i) through research of the Archaoe–
Environment Report, its detail, presentation and publication   (ii)  through 
the unveiling of the Borough Council 2015 Plan  (iii)  through the shear 
passion of the various communities and ‘interest groups’ from 2012 
continuing to the present day  (iv) through the Draft Borough Local Plan 
(June-August 2018) (v) through a variety of policies and papers in  
statutory and non-statutory domain. 
 

(i) Historic   (ii) Environmental   (iii) Ecological 
  

(iv) Political & Managerial  (v) Aesthetic  
 

(vi) Moral  (vii) Ethical  (viii) Spiritual 
 

(ix) Generational and heritage 
 

(x) Community ‘connectivity’ [Green Spaces-Criteria] 
 

(xi) Health:  Physical and Mental 
 

(xii) Legislative/proposed Criteria- ‘Green Space’ NPPF (2018)  & 
DB Council 
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Although not a key feature of the Archaeo-Environment Report, around 
which hinges this Part 5 of the Study, there is one emergent point: (iv)   
Political and Managerial, which should be of interest, influence and 
concern, both at a local and national level. 
 
Point (iv) probably holds more influence on the future of many of the 
‘green spaces’ in our towns, historic or otherwise, hence the warning in 
the NPPF Policy regarding ‘exceptional circumstances’ in the use of our 
‘green spaces’ (Appendix 10 Fixing our Broken Housing Market). 
 
At Local, National and Ministerial level it would be important to 
consider:  

• How much the present Government’s housing Policy pushes local 
authorities into making unpopular decisions over its ‘green spaces’ 
as illustrated by the length and detail of this Ethnographic Study. 

• What rôle Government Party politics and policy is playing in the 
perceived towing of party line at local level and in the Ward?    

 
Are we actually going to see Brialult’s of Tension, (Briault 1976, Cited S. 
Ball ‘Politics and Poilcy Making in Education’1990)  being played out 
here between 1. Local Councillors, 2. Ward members and the wider 
community, 3. Elected Members’ own political future. viz: 
 

• Local elected Ward members attempting to fulfil the requirements 
of their masters in National Government of the same political 
persuasion. 

• Pressure from Ward residents in  their understanding of the rôle of 
elected member (Appendix 12) 

• Local Elected Ward members Influenced by their own local 
political positions.  

 
As far as collective vision (Department of Communities and Local 
Government), shared vision (Beckhard-Harris Formula) for change is 
concerned, there continues to be a polarisation of views. The Elected 
Member, who simply says that this is ‘progress’, a subjective statement, 
needs to expand this publicly to the community in convincing detail, his 
belief and his vision of what is meant by  ‘progress’.  (It could be argued 
that the recognition to ‘Safeguard our Historic Environment’ and heritage 
by the authority which he represents,  and outlined in the Local Plan, is 
also a vision ‘progress’. pp 24-25 this Study). In addition, there is the 
differing interpretation of the process of wider community involvement,  
and understanding of this by Local Councillors. 
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 In contrast, the community in its response, (which forms the backbone of 
this Study), is showing a clear shared vision in its understanding and 
value of conservation, heritage, environmental connection and the right to 
comment.  Belief in the ‘heritage sentiment’ of the Local Plan 2018, and 
adherence to the findings of the Archaeo-Environment Report, adds  
greater weight to this vision. 
            Are the three sides of this perennial triangle of tension preventing 
them, the Local Elected members, from giving true reasons for not 
speaking out over the potential loss of this heritage site, and for having 
perceived polarised views on this loss, and the process of consultation? 
 
Similarly, the triangle may be applied to the positions of the Local 
Authority, (Officers and elected members), the MP ( representing her 
constituents), and Central Government (National Planning Policy 
Framework).  
           With a little licence, the Durham University William Leech 
Foundation research in ‘considering the impact and significance which 
new housing developments are having on existing communities.’ 
(C.Beales	  Research	  Fellow.	  University	  of	  Durham),	  could easily be stretched 
to: 

“The unintentional effect, and unhappy outcome, that National 
Government Housing Policy is having on Local Authority planning, 

MPs valuable time, Elected Member’s decision making and the 
wellbeing of existing Communities.” 

 
The remaining Emergent Areas, with the exception of moral, ethical and 
spiritual of Part 2 of the Study, are well covered in the Archaeo-
Environment Report of 2012, and in the NPPF Policy on ‘Green Spaces’.  
Part 2 of the Study,  Those exceptions, are covered by some Local 
Authority policy and strategy,(‘Tree and Woodland’ to 2020) and the 
English Heritage and Church of England Joint Working Group. (2005) 
 
Both subjective and objective means of data collection are valid when 
considering the ‘happenings’ on the Blackwell Meadows (February 
2018), the operating of residents’ groups’ and the proposals of the Draft 
Local Plan within the spirit of the  consultation process, Government 
ideal and Local Authority statements viz: 
 
“The	  Government’s	  National	  Planning	  Strategy	  makes	  it	  clear	  that	  a	  wide	  section	  of	  
the	  community	  should	  be	  proactively	  engaged	  in	  local	  plans,	  so	  they	  represent	  a	  

collective	  vision	  and	  a	  set	  of	  agreed	  priorities	  for	  the	  sustainable	  development	  of	  the	  
area.	  Councils	  should	  identify	  appropriate	  sites.”	  …..	  

“……….The	  options	  taken	  forward	  should	  take	  into	  account	  local	  people’s	  views.”	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
(Department	  for	  Communities	  and	  Local	  Government	  11.03.16	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
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“The government propose to include changes to the NPPF (National Planning 
Policy Framework), so local communities can hold their councils to account”  

(Fixing our Broken Housing Market-White Paper 2017) 

“The Council is preparing a new Local Plan which will set out areas of long term 
investment and growth over a twenty year period, 2016 - 2036. It will outline where 
significant new development should go and will include policies to protect valued 

environments and heritage. A six week consultation is taking place from 21st June 
to 2nd August 2018 on the Darlington Borough Draft Local Plan. This is your 

opportunity to give us your views on the Draft Local Plan and to help shape how 
the borough will grow in the future.” (Darlington Borough Council 2018) 

 
 

Subjective and objective measurement 
 

Subjective Data  

• By definition, subjective data is data that is collected or obtained 
via personal interactions, i.e., talking, sharing, explaining, etc. 

• It is collected to make an assumption about what the fact might be, 
what event might have occurred. 

• Subjective data can also be collected by means of judgment, 
suspicion, or even rumours. 

• This data may vary from one person to another, with every 
situation. 

• Subjective language usually begins with, 'I/we think', 'I/we need', 
'I/we feel', etc. 

Objective Data 

• By definition, objective data is data that is collected or obtained via 
established or verifiable facts and sources. 

• It is collected to confirm your suspicions and assumptions - or 
merely to gather dependable information 

• Objective data will be the same from multiple sources, and can be 
described accurately and confirmed. 

• This data does not vary from one person to another or with every 
situation. 

• It can be declared as nearly true data because it remains same and 
consistent even if many sources are involved. 

• Objective language usually begins with 'I/we said', 'I/we observed', 
'I/we measured', etc 
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consultation and data collection 
In terms of the consultation process, how success is measured is by no 
means an easy task.  The recognised processes of consulting may be 
followed to ‘letter of the law’ by the Local Authority (objective). The 
question to be asked, when there is derision and opposition as described 
in Part 1 of the Study, is  ‘has it worked?’  This a clearer measure of 
assessing success (subjective) taking the reader back to (i) the derision 
described in of Part 1 of the Study, and those early comments in the 
press, (ii) the Blake and Moulton Managerial Grid, (iii) the Beckhart-
Harris formula for change  
 

“A PLANNING COMMITTEE MEMBER said concerns had been raised that many of the 
councillors voting on key decisions were not those who had attended the site visit and 
lacked a full understanding of the issues.  She said: “This has been noticed by some 
residents and caused some disquiet.”  (Northern Echo May 2018) 

“A COUNCILLOR has called for planning processes to include more consultation about 
ecological issues following a controversial decision to cut down dozens of trees for a 
housing development.   Cllr Chris McEwan told Darlington Borough Council's planning 
committee earlier this week that there should be "more proactive discussions" with 
residents and campaign groups. They might not agree fully, but engagement and 
consultation is a good thing." (April 2018 Northern Echo) 

The message here is, create the shared vision (subjective), spell out clear 
first steps (objective), test the level of dissatisfaction with the status quo 
and embrace an equal concern for people and production.   
 
The data collected for this study has been both subjective and objective, 
and collected over a period of time and has included : 
 

• 1300 signature petition   (Part 1 Study p 9) 
• 175 comments following the initial Local Authority information 

day 2015  ( Appendix 4) 
• 280 household community survey 2018  (Part 1 Study Appendix 3 

& 5) 
• 200 + comments, letters to the Local Press (Part 4 Study pp31-61) 
• 89 comments on the Draft Local Plan  Portal June.  August 2018 

(Part 3 Study Appendix A) 
• Photographic evidence (Part 4 Study pp 13-24) 
• Video and drone evidence. Links.  (Part 4 Study p28) 
• Archaeo-Environmental Survey and Report along with the 

Statement of Significance.  
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Not only but also 
However the future of the Historic Parkland does not hinge solely on the 
views and perceptions within the process of consultation, or the rights 
and wrongs of this process. The political and managerial is only one of 
the 12 Emergent Areas.   
 
It also depends on the perception of the value of the Parkland as 
described by the eleven remaining ‘emergent areas’ of this study 
encompassing the historic, environmental, generational heritage and 
much more, including the validity of independent subjective and objective 
data.  Woven into these values are the moral, ethical and spiritual aspects 
presented in Part 2 of the Study.   
        The somewhat detached view below, of the Historic Parkland, taken 
from the Ordinance Survey description and featured in the Local Plan is 
included here in stark contrast to the detailed records of the Arcahaeo-    
Environment Report.   It also seems quite alien to the recorded comments 
of the March 2018 community survey, and those posted on the June-
August 2018 Local Plan Portal and summed up in the NPPF criteria for 
‘green spaces.:  ‘a landscape ‘demonstrably	   special	   to	   local	   community’.	  
NPPF	  2012”	  	  	  (Part	  2	  Study	  p.9)	  

 “The site is located to the south of the main urban area of the borough and is an 
area of open space (disused golf course). The site is located to the east of Carmel 

Road South and to the north west of Grange Road. It is part of the grounds of 
Blackwell Grange Hotel, which is located to the east.”     (appendix B Draft Local 

Plan 2016-2936) 

“Ponder over the views of those landscapers, between 1790-1802, who 
laid out these grounds in the style of Capability Brown.”   (Part 2 Study p.9) 
Contrast the description with that of historian William Hylton Longstaffe 
illustrated well in the aerial photographs, (fig 4), the photographic 
evidence in  Part 4 Study  and the celebrated 1854 etching. (fig 9). 

‘A lovely retreat, close to Darlington, bounded by pleasant plantation and verdant 
grass that looses not a charm of rural beauty” (Longstaffe 1854.) 

Consider the attachment, connectivity and identity of the local 
community and wider, with just one of the criteria for ‘green space’ 
designation: 

‘of	  a	  landscape ‘demonstrably	  special	  to	  local	  community’.	  NPPF	  2012”	  	  	  (Part	  
2	  Study	  p.9)	  

	  
This	   conclusion	   from	   the	   2012	   survey	   and	   the	   ‘Statement	   of	  
Significance’	  draws	  together	  the	  reasoning,	  historic	  value,	  community	  
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connectivity	  and	  duty	  of	   all	   to	  protect	   this	  Parkland,	  described	  as	  a	  
remarkable,	  and	  unusual	  heritage	  of	  the	  town:	   
 
‘Blackwell Grange sits on top of layers of history which each have a story to 
tell. The remarkable survival of pre-golf course features of more than one 
period is unusual.  
            The drive for the fashionable naturalistic styles of the mid to late 18th 
century, which inspired the 1802 redesign at Blackwell, was famous for 
sweeping everything away that went before.   However at Blackwell, no such 
clean sweep was used.  
 The existing early to mid 18th century layout was reused and adapted and so 
with the help of two historic maps, we can discern today the remains of the 
earlier Parkland in amongst the English parkland scene and the golf course.’ 

‘Throughout it all, the ridge and furrow which is 18thcentury at the latest, 
but may extend back to medieval times and served the villagers of Blackwell, 
has survived the redesigns and the earth moving operations of the golf 
course. The survival of two periods of landscape design in particular, means 
that much of this Parkland is of designatable quality.’ (Archaeo- 
Environment Report and Statement of Significance August 2012) 

 

 

not to be ignored and outcomes. 

Ignored.     If there is one sentiment, one message coming through 
the whole of the Ethnographic Study, it is this message from the various 
communities: ‘do not ignore us’. Encompassed in this message is the 
outcome and risk of being ignored.  (Appendix 9) 

At a very local level in the Ward of Park West, the notion of ‘residents to 
rebels, voters to vandals and community in crisis’ is evident and presents 
in Part1 of the Study using both subjective and objective material and 
data.   This is touched upon again in this part of the Study (‘The Waters 
are Muddied.’). 

The ‘happenings’ on the Meadows of February 2018, and the potential 
loss of the Historic Parkland has been described as ‘the worst thing that 
has ever happened to us’ by one member of the community.  (Part1 
Study Appendix 5. P 73) 

It is probably true to say that the handling of this event, the uncertain 
future and the ongoing position of, and management by, the Local 
Elected members of the Ward, could also be as difficult and unique.   
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As one leading politician said of the situation, “it’s not bins and grass 
verges.” 

But the Study, in its organic growth, has shown that this is not about a 
neighbourhood, or a Ward, but extends into a Parish. (Historians have 
always equated the Parkland with Parish.)  And greater than this, the need 
for 21st Century openness and consultation, debate and challenge. The 
introduction of the Local Draft Plan taking the Borough up to 2035, has 
legitimized this right of town-wide concern with town-wide ownership: 

The perceived crisis is in the Ward and not the Parish or Borough. (Part 1 
Study. pp 23-25 &pp46-47.) The Borough, the town has an opportunity, a 
responsibility and a given interest in shaping the future of the Historic 
Parkland.      

“…..This is your opportunity to give us your views on the Draft Local Plan and to 
help shape how the Borough will grow in the future.”(Darlington B Council 2018) 

Picking and choosing by an authority from the Archaeo-Report is not in 
the spirit of NPPFramework 2012-218 (Appendix 10) or the Local Draft 
Plan process.  Subjective statements such as ‘because we didn’t agree 
with it’ or ‘it’s progress’, when the issues are so vast and sensitive, have 
proved  unhelpful.    
 
Outcomes   The result is a ‘digging in’, ‘discourse of derision’ as 
described in Part1 of the Study and the formation of the now three 
Campaign Groups described earlier in this study (pp16-17) (i)‘The 
Action Group’, (ii)‘Nouveau-Parklands Group’ and the 
(iii)‘Lovedarlotrees movement’.  
 
Each group with its own particular style, focus, ‘modus-opernandi’ 
including the vast range in the use of social media.  This study has by 
nature attempted to ‘get under the skin’ of the focus of these groups, in 
true Ethnographic approach, through interaction with the groups, those 
conducting the interviews and distributing Newsletters. (Part 1 Study pp 
6-8) 
 
What has become increasingly clear, is that an interest or activist  group 
does not require the approval, or recognition of legitimacy, to bear 
influence, credibility and a following. Something described in Part 2 of 
the Study. (pp 4-5 & Codicil 16). (“Defining Public Policy and the need for 
Comparative Research.” Howlett and Cashore  Appendix 3)  

‘Of course, the activities of non-governmental actors may, and very often do, 
influence governments’/(Local Authority) policy decisions.’  

     (Howlett and Cashore 2014) 
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What is emerging once again is the perennial ‘Triangle of 
Tension’,(Briault 1976, Cited S. Ball ‘Politics and Poilcy Making in 
Education’1990) this time composed of activist leaders, elected members 
of the Ward, and activist supporters/members, in a healthy struggle for 
what each perceives to be right, defended or torn down.  
 
 

The value of the Archaeo-Environment Report 
its relevance to 12 ‘emergent Areas’ of this 

study and to the draft Local Plan 
 
The 2012 report with its ‘Statement of Significance’  has this to offer: 
 

• The report is in the public domain.  
 
• It relates to a valuable ‘heritage asset of the town.’   

 
• There is legitimate ownership of this report by the various 

communities and the Parish.  
 

• It is unbiased and contains a wealth of objective historical data. 
 

• It contains many valid subjective and objective recommendations 
related to ‘green space’ criteria and a designatable Parkland.  

 
• It confirms a wider community belief as seeing the Parkland as a 

‘Jewel in the Crown.’   
 

• It is in harmony with the Borough Draft Local Plan para: 9.1.1, ,  
9.1.14.   ‘Safeguarding	   the	   Historic	   Environment’	   :	   	   pp24-‐25	  of this 
Study. 

  
• It is in harmony with Draft Local Plan ‘Safeguarding	   the	  Historic	  

Environment’ para: 9.1.2 with particular reference to Zone 3.  pp26-
29 of this Study 

 
• It is in harmony with the community comments of the 2018 survey, 

the statistics and in the Draft Local Plan comments Portal. (Part 3) 
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Post Script    

Zoning  of The parkland  (figs 6 & 10) 
  

        In protecting  Zone 3. The Historic Blackwell Parkland in its 
entirety and described in the report as ‘The	  area	  most	  sensitive	  to	  change	  
and	  no	  development	  should	  be	  pursued.’ it would be useful to return to the 
‘listed curtilage factor’  discussed earlier in the Study (pp 30-31)  
 “….the red brick boundaries providing a well defined terminus to the 
Parkland.”  Recognise the listed curtilage, and the notion that any 
building within this Zone would cause an evaporation of the historic.      
             
Accept the idea that the curtilage forms the divide between the impact of    
housing and preservation of history;  this red brick boundary which has 
always provided a well defined terminus to the Historic Parkland, and 
today symbolises ‘the separation of existing suburbia and the protection  
of  a sacred of past heritage.’   Now move to focus briefly on to another 
valuable asset within the Parkland, and marked as Zone 2.  (fig10) 

 
 

The Historic Parkland designation  :zones 
of sensitivity. 

 

   
                                                                    (fig 10) 

Zone	  1:	  	  	  	  South	  of	  the	  Park	  was	  not	  formally	  part	  of	  the	  	  designed	  landscape	  	  
Zone	  2:	  	  	  This	  is	  a	  sensitive	  area,	  which	  could	  be	  brought	  back	  into	  active	  use.   
Zone	  3:	  	  	  	  This	  area	  is	  most	  sensitive	  to	  change	  and	  no	  development	  should	  
be	  pursued.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

(pp 75-78 Statement of Significance 2012) 
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Zone 2  is described as 	  ‘a	  sensitive	  area,	  which	  could	  be	  brought	  back	  into	  
active	  use.’  Describing potential development of this this Zone, the 
report has this to say: 
 
“New	  buildings	  could	  reflect	  the	  form	  and	  overall	  style	  of	  a	  typical	  garden	  hot	  
house,	   so	   be	   against	   the	   garden	   walls,	   probably	   a	   lean	   to	   roof	   design,	   and	  
have	  a	  strong	  use	  of	  glass	  in	  their	  fabric.	  
	  
The	  walled	  gardens	  were	  divided	  into	  four	  geometric	  sections	  and	  the	  present	  
gym	   uses	   one	   quarter.	   That	   leaves	   three	   quarters	   available	   for	  
development……The	   two	  enclosures	   shown	  on	  maps	   today	  are	   later	  and	   the	  
land	   is	   currently	   not	   used.	   There	   is	   a	   little	   more	   flexibility	   here	   for	  
development,	  but	  it	  still	  needs	  to	  be	  sensitive	  and	  of	  a	  low	  density.”	  
	  
Part of this area is known by the community as the scrubland, which 
borders as far as the wooded area between the ‘listed wall’ and Blackwell 
Lane.   
 
Although the 2018 Community Survey focussed on the future of the 
Parkland in its entirety, ie (Zones1,2&3), in respect of Zone 2, there 
simply appeared to be mixed opinion and concern about what could be 
planned, rather than opposition to recommendations and the future 
development of this area as described in the report. 
          
Bringing to life some of the original design features of Zone 2 as 
described above and in the report, the sensitive development of this Zone 
through to the ‘scrubland’ is generally viewed as positive, and not having 
a detrimental effect on the Parkland.  
 
The recent and ongoing refurbishment of the Blackwell Grange, itself 
giving attention to and drawing upon the historic and local heritage, in 
particular the Havelock-Allan lineage, has been a boost to the Grange’s 
valued historic connection with the life of community and Parish, and has 
been well accepted.  
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Last Thoughts and future events 
 
Yet to be explored, but of value to mention here, is the importance of the 
historic figures, past events associated with Blackwell Grange and future 
possibilities. The scope for using the Parkland in its entirety, 
development free, without those infamous ‘little boxes’ described in the 
‘60s and made famous by the Pete Seeger song.    
 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HlSpc87Jfr0 
 
King Solomon in his Books of Wisdom spoke of catching “the little foxes 
which ruin the vineyard.”  Transpose the Wisdom of Solomon to this 
heritage site and keep out  “those little boxes, which ruin the Parkland.” 
 
“There are a few listed buildings in the surrounding area, but they are 
separated from the Parkland by modern suburban buildings and are now 
divorced from any visual historic context.” (p 9 Statement of Significance 2012 
 
The listed curtilage, red-brick boundary this divide of  ‘housing and  
history’, this is the only divorce. Say to the little boxes,  “Thus far but no 
farther….. This is where suburbia  halts” 
 
The key to preservation is entirety. No blots on the landscape. No little 
boxes, (foxes allowed), curtilage honoured. 
             Events on the Parkland, the Jewel in the Crown, the historic 
entrance to the town, are not too difficult to imagine, or beyond the scope 
of those with a flair for planning.  Think of the talent shown during the 
Darlington Carnival: 
 

• The Historic Parkland in its entirety, during the planned 
celebrations in 2025 of the 250th anniversary of our Railway 
Heritage, coupled with outdoor events and indoor exhibitions at 
the Blackwell Grange.   It was in Darlington that the concept of 
railways emerged for the first time. 

 
• The Historic Parkland in its entirety, hosting a future 

commemoration in 2022 of the 50th Anniversary of the Northern 
Ireland Peace Talks. Events on the Parkland and in the Grange. 
During that historic conference the Parkland was sealed off. The 
listed curtilage was more than that ‘red brick boundary’ it included 
Special Branch and a cordon of 150 police officers.  September 
1972 saw a reinforcing ‘a separation of existing suburbia from 
the sacredness of past heritage.’ But it was at Blackwell Grange 
that the concept of power-sharing emerged for the first time. 
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• A summer evening ‘Silver-Screen’ event on the Parkland in its 
entirety and glory, to commemorate the life and work of the 4th 
Baronet, Anthony Havelock-Allan, celebrated film producer, born 
in 1904 at Blackwell Grange, friend of Noel Coward;… and the 
films? This Happy Breed…Blythe Spirit…Brief Encounter…Up the 
Junction…Ryan’s Daughter…Romeo and Juliet, and many more. 

 
The themes are endless, prestigious for the town, its life and heritage, for 
the Blackwell Grange its place in history, and for the Parkland in its 
entirety. 

 
“sitting on top of layers of history”….   the remarkable survival of features of more  
than one period is unusual”….this survival extending back to medieval times which 

served the villagers of Blackwell…identifying a pre-English Parkland scene” 
(Archaeo-Environment. pp74-78.  2012) 

When you step into the Parkland,  you step into history; from the 21st 
Century  pass through to the mediaeval ;  ‘suburbia is left 

behind…..Narnia lies ahead.  (Echos of C.S.Lewis 1950) 
	  

	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  M	  &	  A	  Green	  January	  2019	  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	  Freelance	  Ethnography	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (07.01.19)	  	   	  
	  
	  

Any inaccuracies will be unintended. As with all responsible ‘Freelancers’, any of the content will 
be revised to make it accurate and append any correction to these files 
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an Ethnographic Study in the 
community of Park West ward 

Darlington, Co. Durham. 

                                                                  
       Havelock                                         Allan of Blackwell 

 

 

part Five : prior to and post  the draft 
local plan, the consultation process and 

the  introduction of the ‘open portal’ 

“one third two thirds” 

the significance of the historic Blackwell 
parkland 

appendices 

 

 

February 2018-December 2018   (released 07.01.19) 

                                                   #lovedarlotrees         M & A Green 

“Ethnography, the study of single groups or communities through direct 
contact and dialogue with the culture” 
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Appendix 1 

 
	  

The	  Historic	  Blackwell	  Parkland	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  14.12.18	  	  	  
Dear	  All,	  
	  
The	  lobbying	  regarding	  the	  Historic	  Parkland	  has	  continued	  and	  future	  meetings	  
are	  being	  arranged	  for	  January	  2019.	  	  	  We	  have	  used	  all	  4	  parts	  of	  the	  Study	  and	  
hard	  copies	  are	  now	  held	  by	  the	  following:	  
	  
Deputy	  Leader	  of	  the	  Council	  
Healthy	  Darlington	  Officer	  
Member	  of	  Parliament	  
Head	  of	  Planning,	  Environment	  and	  Housing	  Policy	  (Appointed	  June	  2018)	  
Head	  of	  Strategic	  Planning	  
Planning	  Development	  manager	  	  
Local	  Councillor	  
	  
There	   has	   also	   been	   an	   opening	   of	   discussion	   on	   the	   content	   and	  
recommendation	   of	   the	   Archaeo-‐Environment	   Report	   (2012)	   concerning	   the	  
historic	  and	  environmental	  value	  of	  the	  Parkland,	  and	  those	  most	  sensitive	  areas	  
regarding	  any	  future	  development.	  All	  of	  the	  comments	  made	  in	  the	  Community	  
Survey	   of	   March	   2018	   and	   the	   comments	   made	   on	   the	   Darlington	   Local	   Plan	  
Portal	  have	  been	  invaluable,	  along	  with	  the	  written	  comments	  forms	  submitted	  
in	   2015,	   so	   none	   of	   the	   community	   views	   have	   been	   lost,	   all	   have	   been	  
worthwhile.	  
	  
We	  have	  been	  asked	  to	  submit	  a	  précis	  of	  the	  Study	  of	  our	  Ward/Parish	  and	  its	  
outcomes	   for	   inclusion	   in	   a	   final	   report	   for	   2019	   of	   a	   project	   from	   St	   John’s	  
College,	   Durham,	   looking	   at	   the	   many	   aspects,	   which	   new	   developments	   are	  
having	  on	  the	  existing	  communities.	  The	  report	  will	  be	  a	  concluding	  summary	  of	  
the	   3	   conferences	   the	   second	   of	   which	   was	   held	   for	   the	   Tees	   Valley	   here	   in	  
Darlington	  and	  at	  which	  4	  of	  us	  attended.	  	  
	  
We	  are	  encouraged	  that	  the	  ‘happenings’	  on	  the	  Meadows	  and	  the	  future	  of	  the	  
Historic	  Parkland	  are	  being	  kept	  well	  in	  the	  open,	  and	  a	  great	  deal	  of	  time	  given	  
by	  the	  Officers	  and	  Elected	  Members	  Authority.	  The	  request	  at	  the	  meeting	  with	  
our	  MP	  was	  to	  move	  towards	  a	  ‘Ministerial	  introduction’.	  	  	  So	  be	  encouraged	  and	  
continue	   any	   personal	   lobbying,	   nothing	   is	   being	   wasted	   over	   the	   future	   and	  
protection	  of	  this	   ‘jewel	  in	  the	  crown’	  and	  town-‐wide	  heritage	  site	  of	  Darlington.	  	  
This	  strength	  of	  community	  feeling,	  connection	  and	  value	  placed	  on	  our	   	   ‘green	  
spaces’,	   continues	   to	   be	   the	   key	   to	   the	   future	   of	   the	   Parkland.	   	   We	   will	   be	  
enlarging	   on	   the	   detail	   in	   a	   Newsletter	   to	   the	   Ward/Community	   in	   a	  
#lovedarlotrees	  green	  Flyer	  to	  be	  distributed	  in	  the	  New	  Year.	  
	  
Good	  wishes	  	  
Angela	  and	  Michael	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  14.12.18	  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MniIAhoEyd2V7B64xqjxW37snLqSdAE_/view?usp=sharing	  
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Appendix 2 

Key/Roadmap (‘Emergent Areas’) 
The following 12 areas have been cross-referenced into the 4 
Parts of the Study. These areas emerged from the analysis of 
comments, observations, background reading and detail of: 
 

• The original Community survey of the 280 households in 
the Ward during Spring 2018. Part 1 of the Study 

 
• The Draft Darlington Borough Council Local Plan  

Consultation Portal June-August 2018.  Part 2 of the 
Study 

 
• The Comments Column in the Local Press (Northern 

Echo) following the articles from March 2018–July 2018 
regarding the Blackwell Meadows and the Historic 
Parkland.   Part 4 of the Study 

	  
This has been created to give quick and easy access for the 
reader to some of the more relevant sections within the Study. 
It should be particularly helpful when considering the DBC 
Draft Local Plan, and The Localism Act (2011 & 2017), in 
respect of the preservation of the Historic Blackwell Parkland 
in its entirety, as a heritage of the town.  The references, 
Appendices and Codicils listed are by no means exhaustive, but 
will assist the reader to gain a broader view of the extent of 
the areas emerging from the research. 
	  
The 12 ‘Emergent Areas’for the preservation of the 

Historic Parkland. 
	  

(xiii)  Historic 
(xiv)  Environmental 
(xv)  Ecological 
(xvi)  Political & Managerial 
(xvii)  Aesthetic 
(xviii)  Moral 
(xix)  Ethical 
(xx)  Spiritual 
(xxi)  Generational and heritage 
(xxii)  Community ‘connectivity’ [green spaces] 
(xxiii)  Health:  Physical and Mental 
(xxiv)  Legislative/proposed Criteria- ‘Green 

space’ NPPF (2018)  & DBCouncil 
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Appendix 2    cont…… 
 
 
 
 
Historic   
 

Part 1 of the Study: Appendix 5 ‘Community Survey 
Comments.’ Appendix 12,Appendix 4, Appendix 11. & 
P.4.  Part 3 of the Study: Appendix A  ‘Local Plan 
Portal Comments.’& Appendix M. Part 2 of the Study 
Codicil 17.   
 
 
Environmental 
 

Part 3 of the Study: pp 12-17, pp6-8. Appendix A  
‘Local Plan Portal.’  Part 2 of the Study: pp 8-
10. Part 1 of the Study: Appendix 5 ‘Community 
Survey Comments’& Appendix 17. Part 4 of the 
Study: pp13-27 
 
 
 
Ecological 
 

Part 1 of the Study: pp11-16.  Part 3 of the 
Study: Codicil 18 & pp62-71.  Part 1 of the Study: 
Appendix 7, 18 Part 4 of the Study: p7, pp14-28, 
p71  
 
 
 
Political & managerial    
 

Part 1 of the Study: p10, p24 & pp37-47 
Appendices: 6,9,10,16. Part 2 of the Study: pp20-
21.  Part 3 of the Study: Appendix Q.  Part 4 of 
the Study: pp9-11. pp18-20 
 
 
 
Aesthetic 
 

Part 3 of the Study: Appendix A & Appendix P.  
Part 1 of the Study: Appendix 5.    
 
 
Appendix 2    cont…… 
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Moral   
 

 Part 2 of the Study: in its entirety.  
 
 
 
 
Ethical   
 

Part 2 of the Study: in its entirety. 
 
 
Spiritual 
 

 Part 2 of the Study: in its entirety. 
 
 
Generational/heritage 
 

Part2 of the Study: Codicils 6,8,10.  Part 1 of 
the Study: p.4 & Appendix 4 & 12.& pp25-30 
 
 
 
Community ‘connectivity’ [with green spaces] 
 

Part 1 of the Study: Appendix 5, Part 3 of the 
Study: Appendix A  (both appendices in their 
entirety). Part 2 of the Study: pp14-17.  Pp27-31 
 
 
 
Health:  Physical and Mental   

 
Part 1 of the Study: pp 28-30.  Part 2 of the 
Study: pp23-24 
 
 
 
 
Legislative/proposed Criteria- ‘Green space’ 
NPPF & DBC   
 

Part 1 of the Study: Appendix 17.  Part 2 of the 
Study: pp 8-10.  Part 3 of the Study: pp21-22 
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Appendix 3     
 
Conceptualizing Public Policy 
 
Policy-making involves both a technical and political process of articulating 
and matching actors’ goals and means. Policies are thus actions which contain 
goal(s) and the means to achieve them, however well or poorly identified, 
justified, articulated and formulated. Probably the best known, simple and 
short definition of public policy has been offered by Thomas Dye, ‘anything a 
government (Local Authority) chooses to do or not to do’ (Dye, 1972). 
 
While many organizations and actors create policies to which their members 
must adhere, we focus on ‘public’ policies made by governments that affect and 
influence every member of a nation state or a subnational jurisdiction. The 
‘actions’ we are concerned with in this case are government decisions to act, 
or not to act, to change or maintain some aspect of the status quo (Birkland, 
2001: ch. 1) 
 
.Dye’s definition specifies clearly that the primary agent of public policy-
making is a government, rather than private business decisions, decisions by 
charitable organizations, interest groups, or other social groups. Although 
these might be important actors with some role in governmental policy-making 
processes, governments enjoy a special status in public policy-making due to 
their unique ability to make authoritative decision son behalf of citizens; that 
is, decisions backed up by the potential for sanctions for transgressors in the 
event of non-compliance. 
 
 Of course, the activities of non-governmental actors may, and very often do, 
influence governments’ (Local Authorites’) policy decisions, and 
governments will sometimes leave the implementation or some other aspect of 
policy-making to non-governmental organizations (NGOs). But governments 
maintain control over whether, when and how other actors may be involved. 

(Michael Howlett and Ben Cashore “Defining public policy and the need for 
comparative research.”	  Howlett M., Cashore B. (2014) Conceptualizing Public 

Policy.) 
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Appendix 4   

Proposed	  new	  housing	  for	  Blackwell	  
	  

	  
 

The consultation exercise carried out by the Borough Council 2015, three 
years prior to the June-August 2018 Draft Local Plan events and process. 
 

A total of 174 responses:   Click on the link or copy and post into browser 
 
 
 
 
	  
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/2300/responses-‐1-‐20.pdf	  
	  
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/2294/responses-‐21-‐40.pdf	  
	  
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/2293/responses-‐41-‐60.pdf	  
	  
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/2292/responses-‐61-‐80.pdf	  
	  
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/2291/responses-‐81-‐100.pdf	  
	  
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/2299/responses-‐101-‐108.pdf	  
	  
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/2298/responses-‐109-‐120.pdf	  
	  
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/2297/responses-‐121-‐140.pdf	  
	  
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/2296/responses-‐141-‐160.pdf	  
	  
https://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/2295/responses-‐161-‐174.pdf	  
	  
	  

Click	  a	  the	  link	  or	  copy	  and	  paste	  into	  browser	  
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Appendix 5  
Jenny	  Chapman	  MP	  
House of Commons,  
London, SW1A 0AA  
Constituency	  
40a Coniscliffe Road, Darlington, DL3 7RG      21.11.18	  
	  
Dear	  Jenny,	  

Ethnographic	  Study	  of	  Park	  Ward	  West	  	  	  (March–September	  2018)	  and	  the	  
Darlington	  Local	  (	  Draft)	  Plan	  Consultation	  	  (	  June-‐August	  2018)	  

	  
The	  Study	  in	  its	  4	  Parts,	   is	  based	  on	  the	  analysis	  of	  information	  taken	  from	  the	  
Spring	   2018	   community	   survey	   of	   households	   in	   the	   Darlington	  Ward	   of	   Park	  
West,	   and	   the	   comments	   on	   the	   Public	   Portal	   from	   June-‐August	   2018	   of	   the	  
Darlington	  Borough	  Local	  Draft	  Consultation	  Plan.	  	  The	  plan	  which	  will	  take	  the	  
Borough	  of	  Darlington	  through	  to	  	  the	  year	  2036.	  
	  
The	  Spring	  2018	  community	  survey	  of	  households	  in	  the	  Parish/Ward	  we	  would	  
now	  seen	  as	  a	  forerunner	  to	  the	  public	  comments	  section	  of	  the	  DBC	  Local	  Draft	  
Plan	  Portal,	  available	  and	  open	  from	  June	  to	  August	  2018,	  for	  comments,	  and	  at	  
present	  still	  open	  for	  viewing.	  (November	  2018)	  
	  
The	  results,	  comments	  and	  observations	  of	  both	  the	  community	  survey	  and	  the	  
portal	  have	  been	  analysed	  alongside	  DBC	  policy,	  Local	  Government	  strategy	  and	  
National	  Policy,	  and	  the	  interpretation	  of	  these	  stratagem	  and	  policies.	  
	  
The	   complete	   study	   is	   a	   lengthy	   document,	   a	   narrative,	   and	   an	   analysis	   with	  
outcomes	  attempting	  to	  give	  a	  clear	  picture	  of	  the	  perceptions	  of	  the	  community,	  
the	   range	   of	   feelings	   of	   the	   individuals	   concerned	   and	   the	   perceived	   views	   of	  
wider	  community	  groups.	  
	  
The	  4	  documents	  contain	  narrative,	   codicils,	   appendices	  and	  recommendations	  
based	   on	   interpretation	   of	   DBC	   policy,	   the	   NPPF	   Gov.uk	   (revised)	   and	   other	  
bodies,	  and	  deal	  with	  the	  views,	  concerns	  and	  aspirations	  of	  the	  community	  set	  
out	  in	  a	  readable	  ethnographic	  style	  and	  model.	  
	  
	  We	   would	   ask	   for	   the	   4	   Parts	   of	   this	   study	   be	   linked	   as	   an	   extension	   and	  
expansion	  of	  those	  formal	  objections	  already	  registered	  on	  the	  June-‐August	  2018	  	  
Local	   Plan	   Consultation	   Portal,	   assisting	   DBC	   with	   the	   shaping	   of	   the	   Local	  
Development	  Plan,	  taking	  the	  Borough	  through	  to	  2036	  	  	  	  
	  
In	  Part	   3	   of	   the	   study	   the	   use	   of	   the	   term	   ‘community’	   is	   explained	   in	   greater	  
detail.	  For	  this	  letter	  it	  is	  sufficient	  to	  say	  that	  the	  study	  represents	  the	  views	  of	  a	  
cross-‐section	  of	  bodies	  encompassing	  the	  following:	  
	  

(a)	  Members	  of	  the	  Ward	  of	  Park	  West	  	  	  	  (b)	  Members	  of	  the	  Parish	  
(c)	  Members	  of	  Friends	  of	  the	  Earth	  	  	  	  (d)	  Members	  of	  political	  parties	  

(e)	  Members	  of	  Naturalist	  Groups	  	  	  	  	  (f)	  Members	  of	  other	  ‘interest	  groups’	  
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Appendix 5  cont…….. 
The	  Study	  has	  been	  organic	  in	  nature,	  and	  we	  are	  certain	  that	  a	  Part	  5	  will	  
evolve	  at	  some	  time	  in	  the	  future.	  	  To	  date	  (November	  2018)	  the	  Study	  has	  
attempted	  to:	  
	  

• Remind	  the	  reader	  of	  any	  unresolved	  issues	  regarding	  the	  former	  
Blackwell	  Meadows.	  
	  

• Bring	  to	  the	  reader’s	  attention	  the	  validity	  of	  the	  detailed	  comments	  of	  
the	  Community	  Survey	  2018	  regarding	  the	  Meadows	  and	  the	  Historic	  
Blackwell	  Parkland.	  (appendix	  5	  Part	  1)	  
	  

• Draw	  attention	  to	  the	  Local	  Draft	  Plan	  consultation	  process	  and	  the	  
recorded	  comments	  on	  the	  DBC	  Portal	  02.08.18	  regarding	  the	  heritage	  
sites,	  ‘green	  spaces’	  and	  the	  environment	  within	  the	  Borough,	  including	  
the	  Historic	  Blackwell	  Parkland.	  	  (appendix	  A	  Part	  3	  )	  

	  
• Draw	  the	  reader’s	  attention	  to	  the	  value	  of	  the	  ‘green	  spaces’	  of	  Park	  

Ward	  West,	  and	  the	  already	  30%+	  	  loss	  of	  green	  space	  through	  the	  
disposal	  of	  the	  Blackwell	  Meadows.	  
	  

• Explain	  the	  misinterpretation	  of	  facts	  or	  misjudgement	  of	  interpretation	  
between	  Community	  and	  Elected	  Members	  in	  understanding	  that	  the	  
development	  on	  the	  Blackwell	  Meadows	  may	  have	  been	  	  ‘supported	  by	  the	  
residents’	  ,	  and	  the	  initial	  discourse	  of	  derision.	  

	  
• Outline	  the	  advice	  from	  those	  currently	  researching	  the	  field	  of	  the	  

‘impact	  of	  new	  developments	  on	  existing	  communities’,	  in	  particular	  the	  
stages	  of	  the	  proactive	  approach	  open	  to	  the	  community.	  	  This	  proactive	  
approach	  pursued	  through	  those	  having	  the	  responsibility	  and	  rôle	  of	  
‘surrogate.’	  

	  
	  
The Surrogate 
	  It	  is	  not	  always	  practical	  for	  everyone	  to	  have	  their	  say	  over	  every	  issue	  in	  every	  
detail	   for	   a	   number	   of	   reasons,	   or	   even	   to	   state	   a	   case	   at	   every	   particular	   or	  
appropriate	  level.	  	  Discussed	  in	  Part	  3	  of	  the	  Study,	  is	  what	  appears	  to	  be	  an	  on-‐
going	  unease	  and	  a	  need	  not	  only	   to	  be	  heard,	   something	   the	  Local	  Plan	  Portal	  
has	  now	  offered,	  but	  a	  need	  to	  be	  listened	  to,	  Borough	  wide.	  	  	  	  

In	   the	   case	  of	   the	  Meadows	   and	   the	  Historic	  Blackwell	  Parkland,	  a	  watershed	   is	  
quickly	   approaching	   for	   the	   invocation	   a	   greater	   proactive	   move.	   	   This	   has	  
already	  been	  noted	  through	  the	  William	  Leech	  Foundation	  Project,	  University	  of	  
Durham.	   Researchers	   are	   looking	   at	   present	   into	   the	   effect	   that	   new	  
developments	   are	   having	   on	   existing	   communities	   in	   the	   North	   East.	   	   (The	  
second	  conference	  to	  be	  hosted	  and	  held	  in	  Darlington	  on	  December	  4th	  2018)	  	  
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Appendix 5 cont….	  	  It	  was	  also	  recognised	  in	  Part	  1	  of	  the	  Study	  (pp	  
39-‐44	  ‘The	  Way	  Forward’).	  The	  importance	  of	  intervention	  and	  involvement	  of	  
by	   those	   who	   may	   be	   classed	   as	   ‘surrogate’;	   those	   who	   represent	   the	   people,	  
locally,	   nationally	   and	   also	   independently	   	   viz.	   Local	   Councillors,	   Senior	  
Councillors,	   Members	   of	   Parliament,	   appropriate	   Ministers	   with	   their	  
Parliamentary	  brief,	  the	  rôle	  and	  responsibilities,	  the	  Planning	  Inspectorate	  and	  
Ministry	  of	  Housing	  Communities	  &	  Local	  Government.	  	  

“The	  Planning	  Inspectorate	  deals	  with	  planning	  appeals,	  national	  infrastructure	  
planning	  applications,	  examinations	  of	  Local	  Plans	  and	  other	  planning-‐related	  and	  

specialist	  casework	  in	  England	  and	  Wales.	  The	  Planning	  Inspectorate	  is	  an	  
executive	  agency,	  sponsored	  by	  the	  Ministry	  of	  Housing,	  Communities	  and	  Local	  

Government.”	  

“The	  Ministry	  of	  Housing,	  Communities	  and	  Local	  Government’s	  (formerly	  the	  
Department	  for	  Communities	  and	  Local	  Government)	  job	  is	  to	  create	  great	  places	  
to	  live	  and	  work,	  and	  to	  give	  more	  power	  to	  local	  people	  to	  shape	  what	  happens	  in	  
their	  area.”	  (Ministry	  of	  Housing	  Communities	  &Local	  Government	  2018)	  

Access to the Study 
 
The	   four	   parts	   of	   the	   study	   are	   available	   on	   a	   DROPBOX	   and	   GOOGLE	   link.	  	  
However	   members	   of	   DBC	   and	   Officers	   have	   been	   unable	   to	   access	   using	   the	  
@darlington.gov.uk.	   email,	   but	   the	   links	   are	   accessible	   by	   those	   on	  
@parliament.gov.uk.	   email.	   	   	   In	   view	   of	   this,	   and	   the	   value	   we	   place	   on	   our	  
Officers	  and	  Elected	  Members	  having	  access	  to	  the	  study,	  	  hard	  copies	  have	  been	  
produced	  and	  will	  be	  circulated.	  	  The	  DROPBOX	  and	  GOOGLE	  links	  are	  accessible	  
on	  a	  personal	  lap-‐top	  and	  similar	  devices,	  	  using	  private	  email	  accounts.	  
	  
As	   our	   MP,	   we	   would	   ask	   you	   to	   use	   the	   Study	   appropriately	   during	   this	  
consultation	  process.	  	  We	  will	  ensure	  that	  hard	  copies	  are	  made	  available	  for	  our	  
own	  Local	  Councillors,	  (Heather	  Scott.	  Bob	  Doneghue),	  Ian	  Williams	  (Director	  of	  
Economic	  Growth)	  and	  Dave	  Coates	  (Planning	  Development	  manger),	  Jim	  Rogers	  
(Healthy	   Darlington).	   	   We	   know	   that	   Timothy	   Crawshaw	   who	   had	   the	   design	  
brief	  for	  the	  work	  on	  the	  Blackwell	  Meadows	  has	  moved	  on,	  and	  that	  David	  Hand	  
and	  Steve	  Petch	  may	  benefit	  from	  access	  to	  the	  materials.	  
	  
Earlier	  in	  the	  letter,	  we	  outlined	  the	  groups,	  which	  contribute	  to	  the	  make	  up	  the	  
term	  ‘community.’	  These	  groups	  have	  expressed	  a	  wide	  range	  of	  views,	  which	  we	  
have	  attempted	  to	  cover	  and	  include	  accurately	  in	  all	  4	  parts	  of	  the	  Study:	  
	  

(i) Historic	  	  
(ii) Ecological	  	  
(iii) Health	  &	  Wellbeing	  with	  an	  emphasis	  on	  mental	  health	  
(iv) Ethics	  &	  moral	  
(v) Environmental	  
(vi) Aesthetics	  
(vii) Generational	  
(viii) Connectivity	  to	  ‘green	  space’	  and	  environment	  (NPPF	  2018)	  
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Appendix 5  cont…..	  
	  
A	   roadmap/key	   has	   been	   produced	  which	   cross	   references	   the	  4	   parts	   of	   the	  
study,	  their	  appendices	  and	  codicils	  to	  12	  areas	  which	  have	  emerged	  and	  which	  
we	  attach	  to	  this	  letter.	  
	  
These	   have	   emerged	   from	   our	   interpretation	   of	   comments	   recorded	   from	   the	  
community	   groups	   listed	   earlier,	   balanced	   against	   various	   policies,	   local	   and	  
national.	   	  The	  groups	  represent	  and	  cover	  a	   ‘town	  wide’	  community,	  detailed	  in	  
Part	  2	  of	  the	  Study	  
	  

(a) The	  Spring	  survey	  carried	  out	  in	  Park	  West	  Ward	  	  (appendix	  5	  Part	  1).	  
(b) The	  Darlington	  Borough	  Local	  Plan	  Portal	  June-‐August	  2018	  (appendix	  

A	  Part	  3	  of	  the	  Study)	  
(c) The	   comments	   made	   in	   response	   to	   local	   articles	   in	   the	   press	   March	  

2018-‐July.	  	  (Part	  4	  of	  the	  Study)	  
	  
As	   explained	   in	  Part	  1	   of	   the	   study,	   the	   aim	  of	   an	   ‘ethnography’	   (ethnographic	  
study),	  within	  a	  usability	  project	  is	  to	  get	   ‘under	  the	  skin’	  of	  the	  problem.	   	  This	  
aim	  is	  meant	  in	  the	  most	  positive	  of	  ways.	  	  
	  
As	  a	  priority	  we	  would	  ask	  you	  to	  consider	  pages	  39-‐47	  of	  Part	  1	  of	  the	  Study,	  
“The	  Way	  Forward”,	  in	  their	  entirety,	  and	  in	  particular	  p	  41:	  
	  

3 ‘Parklands Association’ consultation 
process between, the ‘Parklands Association Committee’, 
DBC and the Local councillors. The particular focus being on:  
(i) The future of the Historic Blackwell Parkland,  
(ii) The recommendations of the ‘Blackwell Grange Statement 

of Significance’ Archaeo-Environmnetal Report. (Part 
1Appendix 11 Web-Address Link)  

(iii) The role of the Local Councillors as leaders and the bridge 
between DBC ‘The Parklands’ Committee, and the 
community. 

	  
This	  is	  not	  to	  devalue	  any	  other	  parts	  of	  the	  study,	  but	  as	  a	  priority	  area	  of	  focus,	  
on	   communication,	   consultation	   and	   ‘bridge’	   between	   local	   groups,	   elected	  
members,	  Council	  and	  officers.	  	  	  
	  
Recent	   details	   given	   by	   our	   local	   elected	   members	   to	   the	   Ward	   regarding	  
consultation	   and	   decision-‐making	   have	   done	   much	   to	   negate	   the	   value	   of	   the	  
recently	  praised	  DBC	  Local	  Plan	  community	  events	  and	  venues,	  the	  processes	  of	  
consultation	  and	  open	  Portal.	   	  (Part	  3	  Appendix	  A)	  and	  alarm	  bells	  are	  ringing	  
once	  more	  within	  the	  Ward.	  
	  
We	   acknowledge	   that	   the	   study	   is	   extremely	   lengthy	   and	  detailed,	   and	   believe	  
that	  this	  reflects	  the	  importance,	  the	  passion	  and	  the	  value	  the	  wider	  community	  
has	  towards	  what	  has	  been	  described	  as	  ‘A	  Jewel	  in	  the	  Crown’	  of	  this	  town.	  
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Appendix 5  cont……..	  
	  
There	   are	   times	  when	   the	   ‘Mary	   Poppins	  Rule’	   (pp	  6-‐8	   Part	   1)	   	   ‘A	   spoonful	  of	  
sugar………….’	   can	   be	   seen	   to	   require	   more	   than	   ‘one	   lump	   or	   two.’	   	   The	  
correspondence	   and	   comments	   presented	   in	   the	   appendices	   serve	   as	   an	  
illustration	   of	   the	   suspicion,	   frustration	   and	   irritation	   felt	   by	  many,	   by	  what	   is	  
seen	   as	   interference	   by	   some,	   and	   yet	   an	   understandable	   duty	   and	   right	   by	  
others.	  	  
	  
The	  meetings	  with	  the	  17+	  personnel	  listed	  in	  Parts	  2	  and	  3	  of	  the	  Study,	  have	  
been	  invaluable	  in	  the	  consultation	  process,	  highlighting	  what	  was	  perceived	  to	  
be	   lacking	  and	  described	   in	  detail	   in	   the	  early	  Part	  1	  Study	   (March	  2018).	  The	  
openness	   has	   contributed	   greatly	   to	   a	   deeper	   understanding	   of	   many	   of	   the	  
earlier	  issues.	  	  	  
	  
These	  meetings	  have	  culminated	  in,	  and	  been	  enhanced	  by	  the	  Draft	  Local	  Plan	  
process	   June–August	   2108	   and	   the	   ‘Open	   Portal’.	   Some	   89	   detailed	   objections	  
with	   their	   comments	   of	   the	   community	   regarding	   the	   future	   of	   the	   Historic	  
Blackwell	   Parkland	   have	   been	   registered	   on	   the	   DBC	   Portal	   for	   consideration.	  
(appendix	  A	  Part	  3)	  
	  
Finally,	  we	  have	  valued	  and	  appreciated	  greatly	  the	  time	  you	  have	  given,	  energy	  
and	   thoughts	   we	   all	   have	   been	   able	   to	   share	   during	   meetings,	   since	   our	  
involvement	  with	  the	  Blackwell	  Meadows,	  and	  those	  first	  exchanges	   in	  the	   local	  
press	  in	  Spring	  of	  2018.	  	  	  	  
	  
We	  ask	  for	  the	  dialogue	  to	  continue,	  in	  a	  follow-‐up	  meeting	  and	  that	  we	  are	  able	  
to	  pass	  the	  response,	  opinion	  and	  details	  on	  to	  those	  who	  have	  contributed	  to	  the	  
Study,	  the	  Ward	  and	  the	  wider	  community.	  
	  
Good	  wishes,	  
	  
Yours	  faithfully,	  
	  
Angela	  and	  Michael	  Green	  	  	  (November	  21st	  2018)	  	  	  	  	  
Members	  of	  Darlington	  FoE,	  of	  Park	  Ward	  West	  
	  

	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   #lovedarlotrees	  
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     Appendix  7 
               
  23rd March 2018 
Dear ****, 

I delivered a letter I had written to Cllr *****yesterday, and we were having a long 
discussion about the devastation on the first phase of the so called development.  
 
Cllr ***** wanted to move on and talk about the Parkland but my concerns were with 
the damage to the meadow which we all have witnessed. 

I have been working with the Green Party and Friends Of the Earth and so I was able 
to give Cllr ***** more statistics about the trees and the dredging  of the ponds. 

When Cllr ***** told me to contact you, I didn't want to say that the group was not 
meeting anymore, but I wondered if you knew the Council thought you were still co-
ordinating a group. 

I think that all of us need to take close watch as to what has happened on the meadow. 
Cllr *****was under the impression that only 75-90 trees had been felled. We 
counted over 200. 

She also thought that the newts had been taken from the pond, when I told her the 
state of the ponds. But today we learned from the statement by the builder that the 
newts had yet to be taken out.  I don't think our Councillors are being given the whole 
story, which makes it hard for them to reply with the answers residents need.   
 
Cllr ***** in her email to me, said that the first phase had the support of the residents 
of Blackwell, with only a few minor concerns. Someone in planning must have given 
her that information.   
        She also said that some people didn't want any development. Well that's true of 
most folks, if not all!  Friends of the Earth are a really good group, with residents of 
the area on their committee, and The Green Party have a great deal of knowledge 
which I know will help before the next phase turns out to be a disaster. 

As you may know , I am a conservationist at heart, and my early training was in 
Natural Sciences. I was going to write a longish email to our MP, Jenny, who posted a 
very alarmed but encouraging statement on Facebook, telling folks they had a right to 
be angry. However instead I kept it simple:   

"Jenny, they chopped down our trees, and now they have squashed our 
newts." 

Anyway returning to Cllr ***** if you are still wanting to be involved with the 
Parkland, I can recommend speaking to ‘Friends of the Earth’ and the ‘Greens’ as 
they have a heart for the environment,  and not ***** Homes, or any other homes. 

If you GOOGLE #lovedarlotrees, you will see how the whole of Darlington is 
concerned about our ecology and more so our trees. 

Good wishes  ******* ***** 
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SATURDAY APRIL 21ST 2018   3.10PM 
 
Good afternoon ****...Below in red, is a copy of my email I sent in March.   With the 
devastation of the meadow and the feeling of the trees, I became involved with the 
Green Party and Friends Of the Earth. You will have read in the press all of the 
concerns over trees and Great Crested Newts.   
 
I have been carrying out a survey with the group  #lovefdarlotrees who are connected 
to "Say NO to Development of the Parkland."  We are concerned about trees all over 
the area, in particular the recent events in Red Hall.   
 
Next week we are at a meeting with FoE and DBC over the Darllingon Masterplan 
and the effect on flora and fauna. 
I learned yesterday that you are calling a meeting of the Association in conjunction 
with DBC to outline plans for the Parkland trees.  I am shocked. 
This is not the time to call such a meeting for the following reasons: 

1.    You are chair of a committee which has not met for a very, very long time 
2.    As we have not met as a committee we have not had the opportunity to have input 

into the discussions 
3.    The problems over the devastation on the Meadows are far from resolved and our 

MP is awaiting the results of our survey and individual responses.   
4.  Our  MP has stated that she is not   satisfied with the situation. We are to meet with 

her in early May 
5.      From our survey, which is 60% completed, the public mood is not at its best to 

hear about trees and more felling, and that is an understatement 
6.   From the survey we know of many people new to the area who have no 

knowledge of the existence of the Association (I thought we had disbanded, until I 
asked you by email) 

*****, in my last email,  I expressed grave reservations about consultation. If I was a 
new resident, or even a resident who believed they were part of the Association I 
would say that I know nothing. That I have not been kept up to date, that this is not 
true proactive consultation.  Below is the statement relating to true consultation  sent 
to us by our MP after the first petition: 

“I am very conscious of the impact planning decisions can have on local 
communities and on our environment. The Government’s National Planning 
Strategy makes it clear that a wide section of the community should be proactively 
engaged in local plans, so they represent a collective vision and a set of agreed 
priorities for the sustainable development of the area. Councils should identify 
appropriate sites. The options taken forward should take into account local people’s 
views.”                                    
(Department	   for	   Communities	   and	   Local	   Government	   11.03.16Brandon	   Lewis	  
MP)	  
	  
As	  a	  resident	  and	  a	  member	  of	  your	  committee	  I	  would	  use	  this	  as	  my	  standard,	  
and	  the	  standard	  for	  the	  community.	  	  This	  has	  not	  happened.	  	  	  
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At	   this	   point	   in	   time	   I	   suggest	   that	   as	   a	   committee	  we	  defer	   any	  meeting	  with	  
residents	  for	  all	  of	  the	  reasons	  I	  have	  outlined	  above.	  
	  
If	   this	   went	   to	   a	   public	   meeting	  	   and	   I	   was	   at	   that	   meeting	   as	   a	   committee	  
member,	   I	  would	  have	   to	  say	   that	   I	  have	  not	  been	  consulted	  as	  outlined	   in	   the	  
Government	   requirements	   (Department	   for	   Communities	   and	   Local	  
Government).	  	  I	  would	  have	  to	  say	  that	  I	  thought	  the	  group	  was	  dormant.	  
	  
This	   would	   be	   disastrous	   in	   public.	  	   It	   would	   undermine	   and	   show	   a	   lack	   of	  
appreciation	  and	   respect	   for	   all	   of	   the	  hard	  work,	   you,	   *******	   and	  others	  may	  
have	  done	  with	  the	  Parkland	  issue.	  	  It	  would	  create	  the	  same	  divisive	  culture	  as	  
happened	  over	  the	  Meadows	  disaster.	  
	  
	  No-‐one	   in	   this	   community	   has	   trust	   having	   seen	   what	   has	   happened	   on	   the	  
Meadows,	  and	  how	  residents	  have	  been	  blamed	  for	  their	  support.	  
	  
I	   am	   asking	   for	   any	   meeting	   arranged	   with	   DBC	   to	   put	   on	   hold,	   and	   for	   our	  
committee	   to	   be	   given	   an	   opportunity	   urgently	   to	  meet	   for	   an	   update,	   and	   to	  
share	  our	   concerns,	   vision	   and	   style	   of	   consulting.	  	   I	  will	   copy	  members	  of	   the	  
committee	  into	  the	  email.	  
	  
Thank	  you.	  
	  
Good	  wishes	  	  *******	  *	  	  
ps	   I	   have	   called	   at	   your	   home	  without	   success.	  	   Please	   give	   a	   couple	   of	   times	  
when	  we	  could	  meet	  as	  a	  group	  to	  form	  a	  strategy.	  
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From: ***** ****** 
Date: 27 April 2018 at 13:21:46 BST 
To: Jenny Dixon <jenny.dixon@darlington.gov.uk> 
Cc: Heather Scott <heatherirenescott@gmail.com> 
Subject: Blackwell Parklands Association 
Dear Jenny    
 
Blackwell Parklands Association     
 
Following a meeting of our committee yesterday evening it was decided that 
Blackwell Parklands Association should withdraw from any further dialogue 
with the council regarding the proposed housing developments on the 
Blackwell Grange Parkland and the proposed Parkland Restoration plan.      
 
The Association will cease to exist and **** ****** and myself will no longer 
act/speak on behalf of local residents although we reserve the right to our own 
opinions.      
 
The Association is very grateful for the time and effort ** ****** has put in to 
liaising with the council, our ward councillors and local residents over the last 
few years.      
 
The Association was formed several years ago when Blackwell Golf Course 
vacated its lease on the Parkland. At that time local residents, at a public 
meeting, voted overwhelmingly to oppose development of houses on the 
historic landscaped parkland. Over time, despite two public consultations, 
many objections and a petition with over 1500 signatures opposing 
development,  Darlington Borough Council decided to go ahead with 
development plans for the Parkland.      
 
The Association, advised by local councillors and yourself, decided to work 
with the council in preparing a design brief for the development so that we 
could try to limited the damage caused to a historic landscape, a beautiful 
green space, an asset for the town and an important wildlife habitat. We have 
tried to do that.     
 
Recent events on the ***** Homes development site have changed the mood 
of the wider community such that Blackwell Parkland Association no longer 
has a role to fulfil as it cannot speak for the wider community. Other 
organisations will take its place and I am sure that you will be hearing from 
them in due course.   
 
There is considerable anger and protest about the changes the Council 
propose for Blackwell. The very features that make Blackwell a desirable and 
aspirational place to live are being threatened.      
 
The wider community may have been minimally consulted but they do not feel 
listened to at all.    
 
Kind regards     ****** ******  
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How	  	  Did	  it	  All	  Start?	  

	  lovedarlotrees	  and	  #lovedarlotrees 	  
	  

lovedarlotrees	  and	  #lovedarlotrees	  was	  established	  spontaneously	  
out	   of	   utter	   dismay,	   disbelief	   and	   anger	   when	   a	   group	   of	  
environment-‐loving	  people,	  with	  a	  care	  for	  their	  town	  witnessed	  the	  
devastation	   of	   the	   Meadows	   at	   Blackwell,	   formally	   known	   as	   the	  
‘Havelock-‐Allan	  Fields’.	  	  (February	  2018)	  
	  
The	   group	  of	   about	   6	   or	   so	  was	  made	  up	  of	  members	   of	   the	  Green	  
Party,	  Friends	  of	  the	  Earth,	  residents	  living	  close	  to	  the	  Meadows	  and	  
those	  who	  care	  from	  wider	  community	  groups.	  
	  
The	   devastation	   they	   witnessed	   was	   the	   compete	   destruction	   of	   a	  
wildlife	   habitat	   and	   environment,	   including	   the	   felling	   of	   200	   and	  
more	   trees,	   for	   executive	   housing,	   the	   destruction	   of	   an	   ancient	  
woodland	   pathway	   and	   popular	  walkway	   and	   the	   threat	   to	   further	  
Historic	  Parkland	  at	  the	  entrance	  to	  Darlington,	  The	  ‘Town	  of	  Trees.’	  
	  
lovedarlotrees	   and	   #lovedarlotrees	   	   is	   a	   town-‐wide	   movement,	  
pledged	  to	  protecting	  all	  of	  our	  green	  spaces	  and	  their	  beautiful	  and	  
valued	  trees.	  

It	  has	  its	  own	  LOGO	  	   ,	   its	  own	  catchphrase	   ‘You	  don’t’	  know	  
what	   you’ve	   got	   ‘till	   its	   gone.’	   	   In	   addition	   there	   are	   recognisable	  
badges	  bearing	  the	  LOGO	  and	  green	  or	  red	  lapel	  ribbons	  sporting	  a	  
small	  piece	  of	  tree	  wood.	  	  (red	  in	  memory	  of	  the	  trees	  butchered)	  
	  
A	  number	  of	  videos	  have	  been	  made	  by	  and	  for	  lovedarlotrees	  	  and	  
they	  can	  be	  found	  by	  GOOGLING:	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  #lovedarlotrees	  on	  Vimeo	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  #lovedarlotrees	  hashtag	  on	  Twitter	  

Preserve	  Historic	  Blackwell	  Grange	  Parkland	  and	  Say	  “No	  “	  
#lovedarlotrees	  Instagram	  

	  
‘You don’t’ know what you’ve got ‘till its 

gone. ’  
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11th June 2018 

Lessons from the 
grass roots.    By Peter Barron 

(Northern Echo) 

 

CAMPAIGNING: Michael and Angela 
Green in front of the site with the felled 

trees. 

[Pictures: Peter Barron] 

WE are in the midst of ongoing 
controversy in various parts of 
the country over the chopping 
down of trees, and the loss of 
green land, to make way for 
housing developments.  

Darlington is just one of many 
examples, but the sad case of the 
200-plus trees that have been 
felled on historic parkland on the 
site of the former Blackwell 
Grange Golf Club is a good 
illustration of the conflict. I 
would also argue that it has 
served up important lessons for 
national and local politicians.  

Michael and Angela Green are at 
the heart of the Blackwell 
controversy. They are not 
political activists and they are not 

posh Nimbys, as some would 
have them dismissed. They are a 
retired, gentle couple who care 
passionately about their 
environment and feel let down by 
local government.  

I first met Michael and Angela on 
a wet Easter Saturday as they 
stood, bedraggled, with other 
local residents to protest about 
the felling of the trees that had 
come as such a shock on the most 
attractive route into town.  

They know, of course, that they 
can't bring back the trees, or the 
wildlife that has been killed or 
uprooted, but they are quietly and 
admirably determined to 
underline why there has been 
such a disconnect between local 
people and the planners.  

Along with six other 
campaigners, they have now 
produced a survey and, again, 
politicians should take careful 
note of its findings.  They got off 
their backsides and visited 280 
households in 17 streets in Park 
West Ward in Darlington, asking 
three key questions:  

1. Do you feel that you have 
been 'proactively engaged' and 
that your views have been taken 
into consideration for Blackwell 
Meadow and the Historic 
Blackwell Parkland? 99.5 per 
cent answered  "no".  
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2. Would you have trust and 
confidence in any future 
planning and development on 
the historic Blackwell parkland? 
100 per cent answered  "no".  

3. Would you say "no" to future 
development on the historic 
Blackwell parkland? 98 per cent 
answered  “yes”.  

Question one was posed in the 
context of a statement by 
Brandon Lewis, Minister of State 
for Housing and Planning at the 
Department for Communities and 
Local Government, in March 
2016 , in response to a letter from 
Darlington MP Jenny Chapman, 
outlining local residents 
concerns, together with a 1,300-
signature petition opposing any 
development on the Meadows 
and Parkland.  

In his answer, Mr Lewis stated: 
"The Government's National 
Planning Strategy makes it clear 
that a wide section of the 
community should be 
proactively engaged in local 
plans, so they represent a 
collective vision and set of 
agreed priorities for the 
sustainable development off the 
area."  

The bottom line is that while 
residents on one side of Carmel 
Road were "proactively 
engaged", those on the other side, 
including Michael and Angela 

Green, were not and woke up to 
the "devastation" of the felled 
trees.  

"No one ever spoke to us about 
what was going to happen and 
that was the experience of many 
other residents," says Michael, 
formerly Head of the Learning 
Difficulties service in Stockton 
and Billingham.  

"What this has shown is a 
complete disconnect between the 
local authority and local residents 
on what is a huge issue. Our aim 
is not to apportion blame but to 
simply find a better way so that 
more care is taken  

in future and people's views are 
taken into meaningful 
consideration. That has not been 
the case here."  

Their comprehensive survey 
comes with a collection of 
comments from local people 
which can be viewed on 
Facebook. "Many use the 
language of bereavement because 
that's genuinely how people 
feel," says Angela.  

It is also accompanied by a 
number of recommendations, 
principally that the strength of 
local feeling is taken back to the 
council; that an inquiry is held 
into the consultation process and 
the generalised language used to 
dismiss concerns over trees and 
wildlife; and that more proactive  
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ways of engaging with the local 
community are explored.  

"People are starting to listen but 
it's a shame that it has taken so 
long," says Michael.  

Having spent time with them, I 
have no doubt that Michael and 
Angela Green are good people, 
who simply want to be 
constructive in finding a better 
way forward. Politicians and 
Council Officers would do well 
to listen. 

End of Report 

__________________________
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The White Paper- Fixing Our Broken Housing 
Market: A Summary 

The White Paper, published on 7 February 2017 concentrates on how the 
government aims to tackle England’s housing crisis which has been 
described as a “broken housing market”.  The paper highlights the 
government’s firm commitment to require local planning authorities to 
fully assess and meet the housing need.  

The emphasis of the Paper is on four areas: 

1. Local Planning Authorities planning for the right homes in the 
right places  

2. Building homes faster 
3. Diversifying the housing market  
4. Helping people right now to invest in affordable homes   

The areas covered in the White Paper are extensive. Some of the key 
proposals are summarised below.  

“OAN”.    Currently, some local authorities are free to formulate their 
own methodology for calculating ‘Objectively Assessed Need’ (“OAN”) 
and the government believes that in this way they are able to escape 
difficult decisions. The government propose to consult on a new standard 
methodology for calculating OAN, to be implemented by April 2018, and 
will encourage local authorities to plan for new homes on that basis.  

The government is consulting on the requirement that all local authorities 
have an up-to-date plan so that local communities can decide where 
development should go so that development is planned rather than the 
result of ad-hoc speculative applications that may not make the most of 
an area’s potential.  

It proposes to set out in regulations a requirement for local plans and 
other local development documents to be reviewed at least once every 
five years. Local authorities will be required to update their local plan if 
their existing housing target cannot continue to be justified against the 
objectively assessed housing requirement- unless a departure from the 
standard methodology has been agreed with the Planning Inspectorate 
(“PINS”).  
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There will be a consultation on options for introducing a standardised 
approach to assessing housing requirements. The consultation will be 
published this year. 

Housing Delivery Test .     The government is proposing a new rolling 3 
year housing delivery test with a first assessment period from April 2014 
– March 2017. It is proposed to use an area’s local plan where it is up to 
date (less than 5 years old) to establish the appropriate baseline for 
assessing delivery.  Where there is not an up to date plan, published 
household projections for the years leading up to and including April 
2017 – March 2019 will be used.  

The government is also consulting on:  

• From November 2017, if delivery falls below 95% of the 
authority’s annual housing requirement, the authority must produce 
an action plan. If delivery falls below 85%, a 20% buffer on the 
five year housing land supply is required.  

• If delivery falls below 25% from November 2018, 45% from 
November 2019 and 65% from November 2020, the presumption 
in favour of sustainable development would automatically apply. 

The phased introduction of the housing delivery test consequences gives 
authorities the time to address under delivery in their areas.  

Maximising the Use of Land .     Authorities must grapple with the 
persistent pressure of preservation of the green belt whilst meeting 
housing supply needs. As a result, there is a focus on maximising the use 
of suitable land brownfield sites and smaller sites suitable for custom 
builders and smaller developers are to be promoted.  

The government proposes to amend the NPPF (national Planning Policy 
Framework) to require local planning authorities to have a clear strategy 
in place for maximising the use of suitable land. Other proposals 
include: 

• promotion of higher-density housing in urban areas 
• the requirement of plans to make efficient use of land  
• to avoid low-density housing where there is a shortage of sites  
• encouragement of the building over or replacement of low density 

uses including car parks 
• promotion of upward extension  
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Green Belt .      The fundamental aim of the green belt has been to 
prevent urban sprawl by keeping land permanently open. The NPPF 
(National Planning Policy Framework) currently states that the Green 
Belt should be amended only in “exceptional circumstances”.  

The government propose to include changes to the NPPF so “local 
communities can hold their councils to account” over the definition of 
exceptional. In addition, it is proposed that the NPPF be amended to 
make clear that authorities should amend Green Belt boundaries only 
when they can demonstrate that they have examined fully all other 
reasonable options for meeting identified development requirements. 
Including; making effective use of suitable brownfield sites, estate 
regeneration, currently underused land, surplus public sector land, 
optimising the proposed density of development and exploring what 
other authorities can help to meet housing needs.  

A further proposed change to national policy is if green belt land is 
released, authorities should require the impact to be offset by 
compensatory improvements to the quality or accessibility of remaining 
green belt land.  
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Allan (later Havelock-Allan) of 
Blackwell Grange, baronets  

  

  

Havelock   

                        

 Allan of Blackwell 

George Allen (1663-1744), the sixth 
son of a Yarm merchant, settled at 
Darlington as a general merchant 
and laid the foundations of the 
family's fortune through the supply 
of salt to the Government.  He is 
said also to have invested in South 
Sea Company stock, but being 
warned of the impending crash, to 
have sold out before the 'South Sea 
Bubble' burst in 1719, leaving him 
with a substantial profit.   

At all events, he was in a position to 
buy extensive landed property in 
Durham and the North Riding of 
Yorkshire in the early 18th 
century.  He is generally credited 
with building the centre (c.1693) 
and south range (1717-22) of 
Blackwell Grange, but it is not clear 
whether he acquired the estate 
early enough to have been 

responsible for the original 
building.  

 He was probably also 
responsible for laying out the 
grounds as a park with 
formal avenues and a 
pond.  He then handed the house 
over to his only surviving son, 
George Allan (1694-1753), and it 
was perhaps at this point that 
Blackwell Hall was built or 
enlarged as a second residence on 
the estate.   

 

Ordnance Survey 1" map, 7th Series, 
showing the relationship between 

Darlington, Blackwell Grange and 
Blackwell Hall. 

 
George (d. 1753) left the estate to 
his daughters, the last of whom, 
Anne Allan, died in 1785. She left 
the estates to her cousin, James 
Allan (1712-90), from whom they 
descended to his son, George 
(1736-1800), who was famous for 
his antiquarian collections - and 
especially archives - from across 
the north-east, and who operated a 
private press at Blackwell at which 
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some items from his collection 
were printed.  His son, George 
Allan (1767-1828), who was MP for 
Durham from 1813-18, sold 
Blackwell Hall to John Allan  (1778-
1844), who enlarged it.   

The two estates were reunited again 
by Robert Henry Allan (1802-79), 
who inherited the Grange in 1828 
and the Hall in 1844.  Having no 
surviving children, he bequeathed 
them to his cousin, Sir Henry M. 
Havelock VC (d. 1897), on 
condition that the latter took the 
additional name and arms of 
Allan.   
 
The Havelocks were in origin a 
shipbuilding family from 
Sunderland, and William Havelock 
(1757-1837) made enough money to 
buy Ingress Park on the Thames at 
Greenhithe (Kent) in 1796, 
although he was obliged to sell it 20 
years later.  They were connected 
with the Allans through the 
marriage in 1792 of Robert Allan 
(1769-1813) and Hannah Havelock 
(d. 1837), sister of the owner of 
Ingress Park.   

William Havelock's four sons were 
all army officers, and in the 19th 
century the family had an 
exceptionally strong military 
tradition, which saw several of 
them killed in action and a 
grandson, Sir Henry (1830-97), 
awarded the VC and created a 
baronet.  It was this Sir Henry who 
inherited the Blackwell estates in 
1879, and when he was killed by the 
Afridis in 1897 both Blackwell 
Grange and Blackwell Hall passed 
to his son, Sir Henry Spencer 
Moreton Havelock-Allan (1872-
1953), 2nd bt.   

He died without issue and the title 
passed to two of his nephews in 

turn, and the 3rd baronet ended the 
family's association with Blackwell 
by selling the estates to Darlington 
Corporation.  Blackwell Hall was 
demolished for housing 
development in about 1972; 
Blackwell Grange survives and is 
now an hotel.  A golf course 
occupies part of the grounds of 
both houses. 

Blackwell Grange, Darlington, Co. 
Durham 

                                              

 
A handsome brick mansion, built in 
three main phases.  The core is the 
five bay, three-storey centre of 
c.1693-1710.  To this was added the 
two storey south range, which is as 
tall as the original building.  It has 
five bays on the east front and ten 
(originally seven) to the south, and 
appears to date from 1717-22 (dates 
from rainwater heads), although 
the fenestration of the whole house 
must have been altered later. 

 

Blackwell Grange from an engraving 
of 1783.  The northern part of the 

present east front did not then exist. 
 
The range north of the centre on 
the east front appears at a glance to 
match the south range but actually 
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has more widely-spaced windows, 
and was not in existence in 1783, as 
the engraving above proves.  It was 
perhaps built in the 1790s when 
George Allan's expanding archival 
and museum collections must have 
needed additional space.   

About 1900 the east front was 
extended to the north again by a 
single-storey range, the south front 
was extended to its present length, 
the entrance porch was added, and 
there were many internal 
alterations.  Since the house 
became an hotel, a big flat-roofed 
extension with a prominent lift 
tower has been added to the west 
and north.   

 

The facades try to keep in keeping 
with the main building, but it is too 
big and unrelieved to be easily 
overlooked.  Inside, the house has a 
handsome top-lit hall with a 
staircase that starts as a single 
flight in the centre and divides in 
two at the half-pace to rise in two 
flights to the first floor landing, and 
one good 18th century room, the 
former state bedroom.  In the early 
19th century the house was full of 
George Allan's collections; Surtees 
described how his collection of 
pictures, ‘filled every panel [and], 
gradually insinuated themselves 
along the passages, and clothed the 
walls of the great staircase’, but 
these were dispersed by his son.  

The grounds were landscaped 
in the early 18th century with 
avenues and a formal pond, 

but this layout was badly 
damaged by a severe storm in 

January 1790, and a new 
informal landscaping plan 

was adopted in 1802. 

 
The	  Havelock-‐Allan	  Baronetcy,	  of	  
Lucknow,	  is	  a	  title	  in	  the	  Baronetage	  

of	  the	  United	  Kingdom.	  It	  was	  
created	  on	  22	  January	  1858.	  

Originally	   intended	   for	   the	  
celebrated	   soldier	   Sir	   Henry	  
Havelock,	   it	   was	   granted	   after	   his	  
death	   to	   his	   eldest	   son	   and	  
namesake	  Lieutenant-‐General	  Henry	  
Havelock,	  with	  special	  remainder,	   in	  
default	   of	  male	   issue	   of	   his	   own,	   to	  
the	  male	  issue	  of	  his	  father.	  	  

In	   1880,	   having	   inherited	   the	  
Durham	   estate	   of	   the	   Allans	   at	  
Blackwell	   Grange,	   he	   assumed	   by	  
Royal	  licence	  the	  additional	  surname	  
of	   Allan.	   He	   was	   succeeded	   by	   his	  
eldest	   son,	   the	   second	   Baronet.	   He	  
represented	  Bishop	  Auckland	   in	   the	  
House	   of	   Commons.	   The	   fourth	  
Baronet	  was	  a	  film	  producer	  and	  the	  
husband	   of	   the	   actress	   Valerie	  
Hobson.	   As	   of	   2007	   the	   title	   is	   held	  
by	   their	   son,	   the	   fifth	   Baronet,	   who	  
succeeded	  in	  2003. 

Descent: 

George Allan (1663-1744); to son, 
George Allan (1694-1753); to 

daughters, of whom the survivor, 
Anne Allan (1718-85) bequeathed it 

to her cousin, James Allan (1712-
90); to son, George Allan (1736-

1800); to son, George Allan (1767-
1828); to cousin, Robert Henry 
Allan (1802-79); to cousin, Sir 

James Marshman Havelock-Allan 
(d. 1897), 1st ft.;  
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(Appendix 11 cont…) 

Sir	  (Anthony)	  Mark	  David	  Havelock-‐Allan,	  
5th	  Baronet	  QC.	  

	  

(Born	  4th	  April	  1951-‐	  see	  below)	  

• Sir	  Henry	  Marshman	  
Havelock-‐Allan	  VC,	  GCB,	  1st	  
Baronet	  	  	  	  (1830–1897)	  

• Sir	  Henry	  Spencer	  Moreton	  
Havelock-‐Allan,	  2nd	  Baronet	  	  	  	  	  	  
(1872–1953)	  

• Sir	  Henry	  Ralph	  Moreton	  
Havelock-‐Allan,	  3rd	  Baronet	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
(1899–1975)	  

• Sir	  Anthony	  James	  Allan	  
Havelock-‐Allan,	  4th	  Baronet	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
(1904–2003)	  

• Sir	   (Anthony)	   Mark	   David	  
Havelock-‐Allan,	  5th	  Baronet	  
QC	   FCIArb	   (born	   4	   April	  

1951).	   Havelock-‐Allan	   is	   a	  
Circuit	   Judge.	  (Rtd.	  2017)He	  
was	   educated	   at	   Eton	   and	  
graduated	   from	   the	  
University	  of	  Durham	  with	  a	  
Bachelor	  of	  Arts	  in	  1972	  and	  
then	   Trinity	   College,	  
Cambridge	   in	   1974	   with	   a	  
Bachelor	   of	   Laws.	   That	   year	  
he	   entered	   the	   Inner	   Temple	  
and	   was	   a	   barrister	   until	  
1993	   when	   he	   became	   an	  
Assistant	   Recorder,	   a	  
Recorder	   in	   1997	   and	  
currently	   serves	   as	   a	   Senior	  
Circuit	   Judge	   as	   of	   2001.	   Sir	  
Mark	   lives	   with	   his	   wife,	  
Alison	   née	   Foster	   (married	  
1986)	  in	  Elephant	  and	  Castle,	  
London.	   In	   2003,	   Havelock-‐
Allan	   succeeded	   to	   his	  
father's	   baronetcy.	   The	   heir	  
apparent	   to	   the	   baronetcy	   is	  
Harry	   Caspar	   Francis	  
Havelock-‐Allan	   (born	   1994),	  
only	  son	  of	  the	  5th	  Baronet.	  
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Appendix 12	  
	  

The	  Rôle	  of	  the	  Local	  Councillor 	  
	  

The	  Councillor	  represents	  their	  local	  area.	  
	  

• A	   Councillor's	   primary	   rôle	   is	   to	   represent	   their	   ward	   or	  
division	  and	  the	  people	  who	  live	  in	  it.	  

• Councillors	  provide	  a	  bridge	  between	   the	   community	   and	   the	  
council	  

• Councillors are elected to the local council to represent their local 
community, so they must either live or work in the area. 

• Being a Councillor is both a rewarding and privileged form of 
public service. 

• Councillors are in a position to make a difference to the quality of 
other people’s daily lives and prospects. 

• Councillors are to provide community leadership and 
engagement. 

As a local councillor, your residents will need you to: 

• Respond to their queries and investigate their concerns 
(casework) 

• Communicate council decisions that affect them 
• Know your patch and be aware of any problems 
• Know and work with representatives of local organisations, and 

interest groups  
• Represent their views at council meetings 
• Lead local campaigns on their behalf. 
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Appendix 13	  

 

Statement of Significance  

Archaeo-Environment for  

Darlington Borough Council August 2012  

	  

	  

https://www.aenvironment.co.uk/index.php/online-‐library 

	  
	  

Click	  on	  the	  above	  or	  copy	  and	  paste	  into	  the	  browser.	  	  The	  Blackwell	  
Grange	  Report	  is	  located	  in	  a	  folder	  marked	  ‘DARLINGTON’	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  



Appendix 14 
	  
	  
Part	  4	  of	  the	  Study	  “Scrapbook”	  with	  links	  to	  	  Parts	  1,2,3	  
	  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MniIAhoEyd2V7B64xqjxW37snLqSdAE_/view?usp=sharing	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Darlington	  Draft	  Local	  Plan	  Portal	  Link.	  	  	  Comments	  June-‐August	  2018	  
 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u1s07r3_pTgnd7W2SJajMtkQAgbGsRZl/view?usp=sharing 
 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Community	  Survey	  2018	  Link.	  	  	  	  	  Comments	  February-‐March	  2016	  
	  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1irWApqQ9lvZ5Ck8tN2AtIbTNOvs15gc4/view?usp=sharing	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Click	  on	  the	  LINKS	  or	  paste	  into	  browser.	  
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	  Freelance	  Ethnography	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (07.01.19)	  	   	  
	  

M	  &	  A	  Green	  January	  2019	  
	  

Any inaccuracies will be unintended. As with all responsible ‘Freelancers’, any of the content will 
be revised to make it accurate and append any correction to these files. 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  #lovedarlotrees	  
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