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23 September 2016

For the attention of

Dear
DARLINGTON LOCAL PLAN 2016-2036 – DRAFT SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL
SCOPING REPORT
Highways England welcomes the opportunity to provide comments on Darlington Borough
Council’s (DBC) ‘Darlington Local Plan 2016-36 - Draft Sustainability Scoping Report’. We
recognise that this Scoping Report sets out the basis of further Sustainability Appraisal to be
undertaken as part of the Local Plan and will be used to test the policies as they are developed.
Highways England operates England’s Strategic Road Network (SRN). Within the DBC area
this includes:
The A1(M) which provides a north-south link through the west of the district ultimately
connecting the south of England with the Scottish border; and
The A66(M) / A66(T) which provides a link between the A1(M) eastwards towards
Stockton-on-Tees and the wider Tees Valley, bypassing the urban centre of Darlington.
As operator of the SRN, we support the economy through the provision of a safe and reliable
SRN, which allows for the efficient movement of people and goods. Such a network can play a
key part in enabling and sustaining economic prosperity and productivity while also helping
support environmental and social aims by contributing to wider sustainability objectives and
improved accessibility to key economic and social services. We therefore seek to work through
the planning process with DBC to ensure that a sustainable approach is adopted in the delivery
of the Darlington Local Plan 2016-36.
Highways England acknowledges the approach taken by DBC and supports the delivery of a
sustainable Local Plan. We note that the Scoping Report Sustainability Matrix on Page 14 of the
Draft Sustainability Scoping Report demonstrates areas where there are potentially conflicting
issues requiring a managed approach to achieve a sustainable solution.
We are happy to co-operate with DBC in this process to ensure on issues affecting the SRN
that these areas sustainability is managed appropriately. We will seek to support DBC in
addressing any conflicts occurring in terms of the aims of the 11 items covered in the
Sustainability Matrix.
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In detail, on Item 8 ‘Promote traffic reduction and encourage the use of public and non-motor
transport. Reduce the need to travel’, as operators of the SRN, we are supportive of this will
seek to ensure that safe and efficient operation of the SRN is reflected in sustainability.
To manage Item 8 and its relationship with Item 1 ‘Provide a mixture of affordable, well
designed and sustainably located new housing, and improve the standard of existing housing,
especially to provide for young people, families and older people’ we will seek to ensure that
housing development proposals do not create an unacceptable impact on the SRN.
To manage Item 8 and its relationship with Item 10 ‘Achieve ambitious, sustainable levels of
economic growth and Increase employment levels and access to sustainable and high quality
employment opportunities’ we will, in a similar way as for housing, seek to ensure that
employment land proposals do not have an adverse impact on the SRN.
To manage relationships highlighted on the Sustainability Matrix we will, at the appropriate
stage in the development of the Local Plan process seek information about the extent of
housing and employment land to enable us assess the impact in order to meet our objectives
regarding the operation of the SRN. We will aim to achieve whilst providing a sustainable
transport network.
As part of this we wish to be consulted on and have some influence to manage the location of
future development in the plan such that it minimises the impact on the SRN ahead of finalising
the location of development land. Following this where necessary we may seek to reduce the
impact on the SRN and will seek to collaborate with DBC in this process
We look forward to working with DBC to ensure that any conflict between these sustainability
objectives is removed.
I trust this response will be helpful. If, however, you require any further information, please do
not hesitate to contact me. I look forward to receiving confirmation that our comments have
been received in due course.

Yours sincerely
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